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FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 
FREEDOM  OF  INFORMATION/PRIVACY  ACTS  SECTION 
COVER  SHEET 


SUBJECT:  D.  B.  COOPER 


NOTICE 


THE  BEST  COPIES  OBTAINABLE  ARE 
INCLUDED  IN  THE  REPRODUCTION  OF  THE 
FILE.  PAGES  INCLUDED  THAT  ARE 
BLURRED,  LIGHT  OR  OTHERWISE 
DIFFICULT  TO  READ  ARE  THE  RESULT  OF 
THE  CONDITION  AND  OR  COLOR  OF  THE 
ORIGINALS  PROVIDED.  THESE  ARE  THE 
BEST  COPIES  AVAILABLE. 


UNKNOWN  SUBJECT; 

HIJACKING  OF  NORTHWEST  AIRLINES  FLIGHT  305 

PORTLAND,  OREGON 

11/24/71 

CAA  - HIJACKING;  EXTORTION 


FOr?  UviMcBIATE  j 
DECEMBER  3,  l‘N 

Attorney  General  John  In,  Mitchell  announced  today  tr. 

a ’’ransom  list”  of  the  ! cnowi!  serial  -number  e d bills  that  were  give 

the  hijacher  of  Northwest  Orient  Airlines  Flight  305  on  November 

has  been  prepared  and  is  being  distributed  by  the  FBI  throughout  i 

; EX  Director  J.  Edgar  He  ewer  ad*  i^sd  that  the  ”ra~.?' 


34  pages  in  length,  c ontains  th 


riel  n«imcq:\>  of  D : 0 '"ooerai  ;•:< 


Notes  which  wore  paid  to  the  hijac’ter  for  the  release  of  36  pas  so; 
an-'  two  crew  members.  The  hijacker  boarded  the  flight  at  Port!: 
and  hijacked  the  plane  just  prior  to  r-’m.vai  in  Beattie,  r/ashir-gte- 
bd  Raved  to  ’nave  parachuted  from  the  Boeing'  *X‘:7  aircraft  while  -it 
flight  from  Seattle  tr*  Reno,  Nevada. 

Mr.  Foover  advised  that  copies  of  the  ’-ransom  list’  : 
bs'-T-r  furrMhed  to  FBI  Offices  and  police  departments  throughout 
United  States,  as  well  as  certain  financial  and  business  establish 
Ue  requested  anyone  having  any  information  concerning  this  matt 
immediately  contact  the  nearest  office  of  the  FBI,  the  telephone  i 
of  which  nay  be  found  on  the  first  page  of  most  telephone  iirectc 
' 1/  , 


I ) 

f , *>  In  Reply,  f 
I File  No. 

112 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 
federal  bureau  of  investigation 
Portland,  Oregon 
December  8,  1971 


UNKNOWN  SUBJECT,  also  known  as 
Dan  Cooper,  Northwest  Airlines  Flight  #305,  - 

Portland  to  Seattle,  November  24,  1971  _ 

“The  Daily  Telegraph",  a London,  England,  newspaper, 
contained  an  article  on  Hay  28,  1971,  on  Page  4,  describing 
a plot  by  an  unknown  subject  using  the  name  Mr.  Brown  . 

This  individual  hoaxed  the  Qantas  Airline  at  the  Sydney 
International  Airport,  apparently  in  Australia,  into  paying 
235,000  pounds  ransom  money  after  a bomb  threat.  The 
aircraft  involved  was  a Boeing  707  Airliner.  Mr.  Brown 
is  not  described  in  the  article,  but  an  Identikit  picture 
of  him  bears  a resemblance  to  an  artist  s sketch  of  an 
unknown  subject  who  hijacked  an  airliner  between  Portland, 
Oregon,  and  Seattle,  Washington,  on  November  24,  1971,  and 
extorted  $200,000  from  Northwest  Orient  Airlines.  This 
individual  is  described  as  white  male,  6 1 tall,  170-175 
pounds,  age-mid-forties,  olive  complexion,  brown  eyes,  • .g- 

black  hair,  conventional  cut,  parted  on  left;  slender  build. 


The  FAA  On  Seatbelts 

It  is  certainly  recognized  that  a 
person  experiencing  an  inadvertent 
parachute  opening  while  secured  by 
a safety  belt  would  suffer  serious 

0 or  possibly  fatal  injury.  On  the 

1 other  hand,  we  have  evidence  to 

2 show  that  accidents  have  been 

3 caused  by  jump  occupants  who 
. were  not  wearing  their  safety  belts. 
c The  Southern  Region  recently 
' investigated  two  such  accidents. 
” The  pilot  in  each  case  was  unable 

to  maintain  control  of  the  jump 

5 aircraft  because  the  parachutists  on 
<1  board  were  not  wearing  their  safety 

3 belts.  What  should  have  been 

1 nothing  more  than  two  minor  in- 

2 cidents  resulted  in  serious  accidents 
, through  noncompliance  with 
, Federal  Aviation  Regulation  (FAR) 
*•91.14. 

6 It  is  our  feeling  that  safety 

7 would  suffer  far  more  by  allowing 
-8  parachutists  to  ignore  this  rule  than 
9 would  be  the  case  of  requiring  them 
n to  Have  their  safety  belts  fastened 
, during  takeoff  and  landing.  The 
* chances  of  a pilot  having  to  abort 
^ a takeoff  run  or  make  an  emergency 
’ stop  during  landing  will,  I think, 

4 be  greater  than  inadvertent  para- 

5 chute  openings  during  takeoff  and 
5 landing. 

q FAR  91.14  applies  only  during 
- takeoff  and  landing.  The  rule  does 
'l  not  prohibit  unfastening  safety 
® belts  after  a takeoff  has  been  com- 

1 pleted;  however,  I would  sincerely 

2 hope  that  jump  aircraft  pilots 

3 would  request  that  safety  belts  be 

4 kept  fastened  until  an  altitude  has 

5 been  attained  which  would  at  least 
g give  the  victim  of  an  inadvertent 
7 parachute  opening  a fighting  chance 
gfor  survival. 

^ Your  interest  in  aviation  safety 
^is  greatly  appreciated  and  we  will 

1 further  explore  this  problem  with 

2 the  United  States  Parachute 

3 Association  and  others  that  we  have 

4 contact  with.  It  is  hoped  that  you 

5 will  continue  to  assist  us  in  our 
^efforts  to  keep  the  Federal  Aviation 
-Regulations  realistic  and  effective. 


9 James  F.  Rudolph 

, q Director,  Flight  Standards  Service 
Federal  Aviation  AdministratioiT" 


A BULLETIN  FROM  THE  F.B.I 

Following  is  an  artist’s  conception  of  the  hijacker  who  exto: 
$200,000  from  Northwest  Airlines  on  November  24,  1971 


Race White 

Sex  ......  Male 

Age  ......  Mid  40’s 

Height 5’ 10”  to  6’ 

Weight 170  to  180  pounds 

Build Average  to  well  built  ' 

Complexion  . . . Olive,  Latin  appearance,  medium  smooth 

Hair Dark  brown  or  black,  normal  style,  parted  on  - 

left,  combed  back;  sideburns,  low  ear  leve 

Eyes Possibly  brown.  During  latter  part  of  fligh 

put  on  dark,  wrap-around  sunglasses  wit 
dark  rims  • .<■ 

Voice Low,  spoke  intelligently;  no  particular  accent 

possibly  from  Midwest  section  pf  U.S.  -i'-i 
Characteristics  . . Heavy  smoker  of  Raleigh  filter  tip  cigarettes^ 
Wearing  Apparel  . Black  suit;  white  shirt;  narrow  black  tie;  black!  i 
dress  suit;  black  rain-type  overcoat  or  dark!  ,, 
top  coat;  dark  briefcase  or  attache  case;  car-|| 
ried  paper  bag  4”  x 12”  x 14”;  brown  shoes, 

If  you  have  any  information  which  might  lead  to  the  identity 
of  this  individual,  please  contact  the  nearest  FBI  Office  which 
would  be  found  in  the  front  of  your  telephone  directory 


UNITED  STATES  DISTRICT  COURT 
WESTERN  DISTRICT  OP  WASHINGTON 
AT  SEATTLE 


UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 


WILLIAM  JOHN  LEWIS,  alsc 
as  JACK  LEWIS  and 
DONALD  SILVESTER  MURPHV 


) COMPLAINT  ■ 
) OP  U.S.C.  ' 
' ) SECTIONS  3' 


in  King  County  and  Kitsap  County  in  the  West  I - - 
of  Washington,  Williarr.  John  Lewis,  also  known  as  J 
and  Donald  Sylvester  Murphy , the  defendants  c-i.n  , 
wilfully  and  unlawfully  combine,  consol-'-  an  : -J-"- 


■ violaW'Sectibii  231  Title.  18,  United  States  Code,  by 


ity,  California  to  King  County, 


% # 


t ■ t 


MANNER  AND  MEANS 

It  was  a part  of  the  conspiracy  that  the  defendant 
William  John  Lewis,  also  known  as  Jack  Lewis,  respo.-.dlng 
to  an  advertisement  in  the  Seattle  Times  newspaper  soliet" 
a contact  from  the  alleged  aircraft  hi-j acker  "D.  B.  Cor.  : 
called  Karl  Payne  Fleming  at 'his”  home  in  Los  Ange-ei, 
California  on  or  about  February  1,  1972  and  siatec  ika- 
"Seth  Thomas"  (a  fictitious  name  -adopted  by  the  de  :ndant 
Jack  Lewis  for  the  purposes  of. this  scheme)  had  ce^  . in 
touch  with  "D.  B.  Cooper",  knew  his  true  identity  '.c  ec~ 
arrange  an  interview. 

It  was  further  a part  of  the  cons?1  rs.<. s thi  • • 5 
defendants  William  John  Lewis,  also  known  as  Jack  Lo.-le 
and  Donald  Sylvester  Murphy  arranged  for  Dcr.ald  Sylvest-r 
' Murphy  to  pose  as  the  alleged  aircraft  hi-jaexcr  a. 
Cooper”.  Jack  Lewis  photographed  Donald  Murphy  wearing 
a wig  and  glasses  and  otherwise  appearing  much  like  the 
widely  circulated  "artist's  conception"  of  "D.  E.  Cooper’ 
and  delivered  a print  to  Karl  Fleming  in  support  of  the 
scheme  to  defraud.  Jack  Lewis  and  Donald  Murphy  srrang;- 
to  copy  three  twenty  dollar  bills  with  serial  num.  :rs 
from  the  ransom  money  list’-  superimposed  - so  as  cc  a-h 
to  be  copies  of  twenty  dollar  bills  acquired  by  the  ail.'; 
hi-jacker  "D.  B.  Cooper"  as  ransom  for  the  release  of 
i&.pasa>ngera-,on  ;NorthweSv  Orient  Airlines  Flfgnt  30h  at. 

I Seattle-Tacoma  International  Airport  on  Nov,eml.  or  2-  , 13  i - 
Jack  Lewis  furnished  this  fraudulent  copy  o'f.ihc  ...  ec 
twenty  dollar  bills  (copy  attached  hereto  as  Exnib. t ' A'. 
Karl  Fleming  in  support 
It  was  further  a 
defendants  William  John 
Donald  Sylvester  Murphy 


of  the  scheme  to  defraud, 
part  of  the  conspiracy  that  the 
Lewis,  also  known  as  Jack  Lewis  ;. 
falsely  represented  Lunald  Murpl. 


-2- 


! I to  be  the  alleged  hi-jaeker ' "D.  B.  Cooper" 
2 with  Karl  Fleming  at  the  Swept  Wing  Inn  in 

'3  Washington  on -or  about  February  16,  197?  a 

4 Karl  Fleming  produce  forty-five  thousand  d 

5 for  "D.  B.  Cooper's"  story  about^  the  hi-ja 

6 defendants  agreed  to  accept  thirty  thousan 

7 fraudulently  representing  that  the  money  w 

8 trust  by  Jack  Lewis  for  the  legal  defense- 

9 should  he  be  apprehended.  Jack  Lewis  sj-gn 

10  recording  that  payment,  one  signed  as  "Set 

11  wherein  he  signed  his  true  name  (cc 

,12  Exhibit  "B"). 

13  It  was  further  _ part  of  thf 

14  defendants  William  John  Lev/is , als.i 

15  and  Donald  Sylvester  Kurphy  prepari 

16  as  the  alleged  hi-j  ackc-r  "D.  B.  Cooper" 

17  published  information  about  the  hi-Jacl- 

16  and  the  alleged  hi-jacker  "D.  B.  Coopei 

19  developing  a.  plausible  theory  of  t 

20  with  a "confession"  of  the  crime. 

21  the  security  of  the  allege^  hi-Jac 

22;  requiring  that  the  cameraman  and  a 

23  interview  do  so  from  an  extreme  di 


1|.  On  or  about  February  16,  1972  the  c' 
Donald  Sylvester  Murphy  met  with  Karl  Fleming  : 
Wing  Inn  in  King  County,  Washington  and  used  t: 


thousand  dollars  from  1! 


7.  On  or  about  February  21,  1972  the  uofer. — 
William  John  Lewis,  also  known  as  Jack  Lewis  drove 
Fleming  around  King  County,  Washington  looking  for  a 
place  to  film  the  interview  with  "D.  B.  Cooper". 

8.  On  or  about  February  22,  1972  and  ?ebru.'.r 
I"  1972  the  de  fendant'-  Donald  - Sy  Ives  ter  Murphy,  posing  a 
I juxegoii  aiaoH  h'i-javivor Cooper"  cv:‘ - 


hi-jacking  Northwest  Orient  J 


’ about  February  23,  .1972  t 


Donald  Sylvester  Murphy  v 


i 


the  copy  of  three  twenty  dollar  oiiio  nedu.i0  - 
I L5H90H730A,  L33.529797A,  and  L20168977A  acquired  i 
I Fleming  who  states  that  the  copy  of  the  three  hi] 
received -(now  in  the  custody  of  the  F.B.I.)  was  c 
him  by  Jack  Lewis  in  support  of  the  claim  that  ? 
interviewing  the  real  "B. B.  Cooper,"  which  copy 
hereto  as  exhibit  "A".  The  original  copy  has  fcs 
I by  the  F.B.I.  laboratory  in  Washington,  D.C.  ar.d 


twenty  dollar  bills  prim 
Further,  Jack  Lewis 


. Cooper" . Fingerprints 


Further,. mo viq  film  and  an  audio  tape  of  the  interns 
between  Karl  Fleming  and  Donald  Murphy , posing  as  D.^. 
which  took  place  on  the  morning  of  February  23,  1972  on  a 
beach  fronting  Puget  Sound  in  King  County,  Washington,  ha- 
been  viewed  and  heard  by  agents  of  the  F.B.I.  person .^jy 
| familiar  with  the  defendants  William  John  uev.ls, 

S'as  J’ack^Bevi'is^ancUDonald  Sylvester  Miucphy;  Donald  Murphy  3 


audio  tape  taken  by  1 


[•  Karl  Fleming  (originals  of  t 


-6- 


In  response  to  this  information  Xari  F} 
flew  from  Los  Angeles  County,  California  to 
County,  Washington  on  or  about  February  lo, 
and  checked  into  a ground  floor  room  at  the 
' Inn  which  had  been  reserved  for  him  by  JS3r: 
alias  "Seth  Thomas." 


• • 


1-3' 


leaving  his  wife  of  25  years  asleep  J.  j i loner;  d.b.  cooper 


in  iheir  ranch-style  suburban  Seattle 
horne,  dressed  hurriedly  in  a dark  busi- 
nesk  suit,  and  packed  his  briefcase  with, 
theltools  he  would  need  to  carry  him 
through  this,  the  most  important  day 
ofnislife. 

dooper,  age  49,  a" balding. unprepos- 
sessing out-of-work  Boeing  engineer,  had 


The  day  he  chose 'was  perfect:  rainy.;  , 
„ , overcast  and.  gusty-iwhich  would  'dis^L 
op  courage  light  planes  airi  helicopters 


a following.  And  he  had  chosen  this 


HE  STOLE  PLANE  AND  COTjm^ . 

, He  had  wanted  July  4,‘ but  hadn’t,, been, jv. ; 

to  get  his  plan  perfected  In  time.  ' ;;  • 


. ■ ■ - i , . . '^ablfe  to  get  his  plan  perfected  in 

o that  a Jump  could  be  wanted  a holiday  because  people  r. 


the  hijack  note.  Under  his  suit,  he  wore  * in  flight  s<  . ..  . 

_ a heavy  sweatshirt.  It  would  be  cold  plished  without  ripping  a chute  to  pieces,  a*"-  Sports  would  be  in  a' festive  mood.^  ! 

er  been  arrested  for  anything  more  that  night  <wben  he  jumped.  Qn  his  feet  \Also,  this  particular  daily  commuter^  . , — ■- — ---■  !“  »«*  1 

ious  than  a traffic  violation.  >.$:/■  he  ••  wore  high-topped  Western  style  jflight  was  cl 

'his  day,  Thanksgiving  Eve  of  last ^ boots . Th  ey  could  pass  as  dress  shoes,  , it  followed,  i 
rifyelir.  he  would  hijack  a Northwest  ,t  the  same  time  could  protect  his‘:  studying  dozens  of  .aerial  map^The^l 

f plinles  Boeiiig  727  between  Portland  andt/;  ankles  -wheil  u.  u«.  ".k w . route,  over  ri 

.^Seattle.  would  successfully  bail  out  with  V parachuting  fr 
; *•''^0,000  of  the  airline’s  money,  and  then  1 _ D« 

lid1  vanish  as'if  evaporated.  He  still^Makin^ans 
Int’heen  discovered  by  the  law.  he,,  drove,  n< 


'^h^’t’been  discovered  by  the  law,  -As  he;  drove.  Tie  listened  iaiytio,we^;^mwateVandhigh'teneio9-fln^hich-4^vbll.oib??ifeU»*.,l»^fflc^.w  v, 

j^Cooper  planned  the  hijacking  for  irfore?!  radio.  ;arid  methodically  reviewed  "»s  ,v;;a . parachutist  always  fears  and^was^V^Hejgfcate^ 

Ir^han  ai  year.  Every  detail  had  been  care&  plan  r'the- landing  site,  thd  weather  tne,,7^mote  -ejl0ilgh  So,  he  .could,  land,  without t his  t?;;.: 

Kteti'- had  been%. timing,  the  getaway  route,  all  the  minute./  -- 


;Xtiming;the'fietawa^rdute,alltheminute.'-\dj:it|^c^ion:s^. 

_^j^staKingiyTeneareeu.;ftysi^pvM.iuic  ®‘e^iirfi^ad>roode'a  over  with  ^e^"gWKe  :s^^^ip«^8eieCted^w^u^^aroveHnt'o^®aj^^^|yjnf^sW®'4d^ 
ijSSl-oUl  up  ' hbd  •'  bbentanticipated-even^  julc  precision  for  months.  He  originally  ~ f tbe  Uny  farming  .yillage^or  .La^.8ef::  his ^ aadioiiiAransmitters3iin^place,.rii 
sftiftrked  -mbnby'ibnd.bad'wbatfier^EveryS'had  wanted  .to  bring  in  a confederate.  ^ fivi,  ndlbVfrb^nter^.^^ 


poraitedfH^iuU1 

h#sn*^waji4»b^ 

$Copperplanned;tbe  hijacking  formore ! 


S£S§^^ 


.yeistf;®vf  ry  detyU/had  been  care$$  pla^^iajgdkw^^ 

taiiy|mparchejd7  Every  step;  had  ;been$’  ti^ 

“MiMtakiMly  reheaned^^ety  POsiiblfrif  detiUt^i^dlbKwided  over  with 


parked Monwiand  l^dfTOjttfc^Etary^hid^ 

irevlb^yw^;had|been:paUehtlyM?rha^w<Mildj‘jhak^eyob;ea#ler,4e»p^i'f*"^|WBW9j*S 
piej^h^iidraU^ailedif -at;  least|*cially if he*ould  get jm  accomplice  who; 

'.Iirnl a w4 •'.  ’-rim  nor.  J-irniiM  dv  aihuIlMBtSKind  Mroon  him  tints  land.,.  There  tWMvtfl 


&that‘id«a.  Too  ^ej^iiirtner  might  :' 


&#irearing;^atrldtlcrcountry~cl4b-Qr^ 

- T^upward-climbing  WASP  engineer,  (iala^/|.»:JCooper.wa»  t«ffiMKihbt  coi 
&£'  ry:  about  $25,000  a year)  who  was  orioti -*;  he  badjwdrkedvat,  Boeing 


nog 


3£sf  O':  about  $25,000  a year)  who  was  hiotfvfe;  he  hatttwbrkediat Boeing'  for  ,15yearsf,^  night,?;  He’,  reasoned 
^ vated  by-two  tblngs^anger,  .and  money.  v£  p,  kneW.the>oelitBinore  Intimately  tbajj^ would ; 


W&&W*  i&W*:  had: 
w£m-  m 


oy  -»wo  wings;,  anger,  ana  money,  w:  ft?  kne*.the  hoeing  more  intimately  map.j  -wquia  De;oupawnw*ioyiOH.OW»w«;n».^>^ali  |f . % 

4;1»<»^»Arb  ^bo  either  heroor^,  ,fc«y.hii^tor^ craft (C-lSto^r*:^ 

r.  ;He  sfmplywartffd  ■ to  get the > ^thia • pattlculM^night,  in  part  for  that;- so  he  wanted  cloutfcQpdiUoWju^-ralii^1!?^!!^^^*:.?^^^^^?^ 


"; ' <r*,W  SaEK.S»a>W“ whs-  s»v  »*= 

H &«#!&•  W*i*ollW'  and  get  >r.  iMff  • 7* ' • ; . 

| Affi^aj&vAa  he;tooled'downi;  Interstate-  5 that 


gm&mmwm 

i^^ut'^^^bodi^ng : 


.'  \lv  radio  transmitters,  black  gloves,  dark  ^;..  . /(VJ 

- 7 V -'-y'J  wrap-around  sunglasses,  a-  makeup  kit,  .v.^etmi 
t;  -v; ■%.*r£$  foul  weather  ^Jacket,,  a black  cap-.  And  V.^?- V ' ■ ' 

W-M^WPUta  !of  «<  bomb-three  red  :fl‘ares 
\£-%  the  type  pplice  • psp  to  mark  auto  ||a 

-7:|  'M  jiy-  i^.'®®wldentaIrwta^,d«yicly.  together  and  - 3GB*M| 


;..;  .Fleming  clandestinely  interviewed D^g^^outs^Seaftlf^^ 


sm 


ffiraHMHNft 

jaf small  antenna,:iaa^'4iia<}l^enftlttod  | 


:'3  ■ $ : z-  ^>^ss«eeM«nts,--.'WUDgq>  eieveriy  togeiner-  ana 
7 3’;^.  attached  to  what  .appeared  to  be  a deto- 


-OSting devlcevi-i;,^;.. .. i-.  -V-x>-V --  ..ri 

tetri'- In  Ihe'right-hnnd7  inside  pocket  of  his.:,'  R 
■■plVlf/^Irdark  business-suit,  jacket,  - he  parried;  £ H 

fillr® 


■1*$- & Newsweek  £ V 

1 v£. -*1  :*&&•■ •Xv4fe«®OT»n«' '.oavirirrwponde^ 

',$  Zis.Kimnu  *hief  A*. A MiM  ft,*'  . - H 


i*  r&'bureau  chief  ' and  cotUjr&utinq  editor  /or:  v | 


laPjsmallvAhtehw^a^d^atd^piWddi 
tf?beep?  signalwhiefepcWdl^  H 
Kfca^’ !ai’  ^mlkSss-talldf^dMnMsn^^J^jjawop^l 
kf^upncy^^^traji^^g^^in^ 
|cial  tb  his 

tran^tbnrfn^wa0d'.;p«tfBg 


was  associated  with  NewsWeekft 
rmfepoajie  as- correspondent;  Los;  Angelexfi 
bureau  chief  :imd.  contributing  editor  ford 
■ If  years  before  resigning'April.lSi  to  found?; 
LA-  While;  tbitfy:  Newsweek; , he'  covered'?- 
virtually  every  significant] "civil' rights'story? 

i he  turbulent  '60s.  including  limning-:? 
ham.  Selma,  Ole,  Miss.;  . Little Rock  a ndt? 
Watts.  He  covered J the  assassinatiqils'  of  ? 
President  John  FlKennedy  and  his  brother? 
Robert  and  those  of  Martin  Luther  King-; 
and  Medgar- Evers.  He  was' assigned  to‘V 
K.  'hard  Nixon  during  the  last  Preside*? 
tial  campaign  and  has  covered ' Lyndon  ' 
Johnson,  George  Wallace.  Hubert  Hum 
phrey,  Barry  Goldwqter  aiid  Ronald  Rea-  } 
a>so  reported  on  the  Charles  Man-?  f 
■jfid  Jack. Ruby  trials  for  Newsweek  ' F 

•-  tlte  trial  of  Pueblo  spy  ' ship 'captain  s r 

Aoyd  M.  Bucher:  Edrly  this  year,  Fleming  - L 
hade  contact  With  a mah  who  claimed  to?  g 
<e  D.  B.  Cooper,  the  only  person  ever  to  ‘ C 
skyjack  an  airliner  and  get  away  with ' 
his  identity  unknown.  In  this  and  the  next  "■ 
two  installments,  Fleming  tells  what  hap- 


edD.%:  Cooper  oittsi^e  Seat 

.whichcouW  fcpicSelu 
by{a;  walkie-talkie* tuned'  to  the?proper 
frequency:,. Thertranaiiiitters  wereitr. ' 


sr-i'.  V yvv  c»u  1/wce^  one  oi 

i the, transmitters  in- a weed  patch-  near® 
rural  'church;  he  set  another  one  inf* 
.ditch  beside  the  road;  he.left  the  third 
ie  in  the  trunk  of  the  car.  The:  pllce 
ment  of  the  three  transmitters  formed  a-Tf 
loose  triangle;  so  that  when  he  received 'i! 
the  signal  from  all  three  of  them  on  his « 
walkie-talkie,  he  would  know  precisely*!^ 
where  he  was.  "I  figured  I would  bp  4ble 
between  the  clouds,  would  be  abte  to 
s the  highway  and  the  lights  !d<fwn 
there,  but  I wanted  to' have  that  'bdep; 
beep’  signal  in  case  anything 1 wfent 
wrong,"  Cooper  said.  , : r • V.  ;.,v  j.  - IjA 

Cooper  had  made  practice!  runs  on  tne  ' -ll 
Portland-Seattle  flight  .- a . half-dozen?.!' 
times,  checking  the  terrain,  checking  r 
the  compass  route,  familiarizing,  him* 
seir  with  landmarks  and  on  the  fikal  ;l!i 
checkride  he  had  placed  his  small  trans- 
mitters and  had  taken  his  walkie-talkie 
on  board  with  him.  Approaching 
planned  jump  spot,  he  concealed  ttie  IK 
walkie-talkie  in  a pillow  and  held  the  's? 
' UP  to  h>s  ear.  Sure  enough,  when 
s over  the.  right  place- and  could 
where  he  was -the  signals  beganjto 
in,'  demonstrating  the  system 
would  work;  s: 

After  setting  them' out  on  the  day' of 
the  hijacking,  Copper  returned  to  the 
post  office-lot,  parked  the  car,  walked 


■long  the  road  to  Woodland,  wont  into 
a restaurant  and  had  a ham  and  cheese 
sandwich  and  a piece  of  applo  pie,  while 
he  waited  for  the  Greyhound  bus.  He 
had  already  purchased  a ticket,  to  Port- 
land. for  80  cents,  and  had  a plane 
ticket  from  Portland  to  Seattle  as  well. 

On  the  practice  nights,  he  had  used  , 
several  aliases,  including  Montgomery 
and  Wright  For  the  big  trip,  he  chose 
the  name  D.B.  Cooper..  f 

It  was  a little  satire,  he  said.  He  had  ' 
worked  at  Boeing  where  noise  was  aJ-  £ 
ways  a problem.  So  he  chose  the  word  * 
decibels,  and  took  the  letter  "D">  from  4 
it- And  what,  he  said,  would  make  more  ) 


of  the  plane.  Had  there  been  air  mar 
. shals  on  board,  which  was  happening 
: on  some  nights,  he  planned  just  to  sit 
; tight  and  take  a normal  night  to  Seattle. 

’ No  marshals  were  on  board,  however, 
so  Cooper  took  a seat  in  the  extreme 
!■  left  rear  of  the  plane  and  just  waited, 
r “I  was  still  safe.  I still  had  the  note.  I 
*011  had  the  option  just  to  take  a ride. 
But  1 knew  this  was  the  beginning.  Right 
here.  All  the  work  that  had  gone  on  be- 
fore,  that  was  just  an  accessory.  Because 
nobody  knew  what  I was  doing.  And  I' 
;,wasnt  doing  wrong  to.  anybody.  ^ ! 

’‘0dd  w it  may  seem,  I had  prepared^ 

:9fef SiM^haVwbeniitkactuaU"* 


might  not  open.  But  other  than;me,,pfr;;itahi 

body  was- endangered.  at, any  Ume^ briefly^ebout  Minnesot^and^TdW5 
Cooper  said.  - ><•;&;  sheiJilse  flylng^tmd  thU^ao^ftth^, 

The  crucial  night  was  about  si*  min-^  But  actually,  the  atmosphere  wasnTtoo 
utes  late  leaving.  When  it  was  about  10  v conducive  to  idle  c'onvenaUon.  Bwause 
minutes  out  of  Portland,  the  stewardess,;:  I was  very  keen,  1 had  to  be  venr.aleVt ' 
taking  orders  for  drinks,  had  worked I didn’t  want  to  get  lost  in  conversation  " 
her  way  back  to  Cooper’s  seat  When  she  v;  The  captain  informed  the  paasengen 
asked  him  what  he  wanted  to  drink,  there  was  a minor  mechanical  problem. 
Cooper  reached  Inside  his  jacket  and ‘SWhllethe;FBI  was  rounding  up  the 
handed  her  the  note.  It  was  typewritten, money  ;and  parachutes,  Cooper,  sent  ^ 
on  plain  white  paper,  and  the  message  word  that  when,  the  plane  landed  he 
was  plain:  *T  have  a bomb  in  this  brief-^  wanted  it  parked  away  from  the  terminal, 
.case.  I am  Mjacldng  this  planed  > .«•  in  .a  well-lighted  area  so  he  could  see 


area  so  he  could  see  . 
and  protect  himself  \ 




resfauwmt'and'.’had'a  ham  and  cheese  .c-shali  on  .'board,  which  was  happening; 
i T»fandwich"and  a piece  of  apple  pie,' while^on  some  nights,  he  planned  just  to  sit  i , 

; ■'  he*  waited? for ' the  Greyhound  bus.  He|:  tight^and  takeja  normal  night  to  Seattle^ 
> V'  had  already  purchased  a ticket,  to  Port-£, No  marshals  were  on  board,  however,  v 
sir  land,  for  90  cents,  and  „ had  a plane#; so  Cooper  took  a seat  in  the.  extreme  ; 

; i ticket  from  Portland  to  Seattle' as  well.^  left ’rear  of  the  plane  and  just  waited. 
S..!"  On  the  practice  ftights,  he  had'used'i$;^,,i  was  still  safe.  I still  had  the  note.  I; 

' several* aliases,  including  Montgomery?^ still  had  the  option  just  to  take  a ride. ... 

0 ' and  Wright  For  the  big  trip,  he.  chose>‘  But  I knew  this, was  the  beginning.  Right 
’ the  name  D.B.  Coopeft-5Si^%^^^^f.Ke’re,  All  the  work  that  had  gone  on  be- 
lt was  a little  satire,  he  said,  He  had}]  fore,  that  was  just  an  accessory.  Because 
worked  at  Boeing  where  noise  was  al-S  nobody  knew  what  I was  doing.  And  I 
ways  a problem.  So  he  chose  the  wordg  wasn’t  doing  wrong  to  anybody.  ; 
decibels,  and  took  the  letter  “D”  from  “Odd  as  it  may  seem,  I had  prepared 
it  And  what,  he  said,  would  make  more.1?  for  this  so  long  that  when  it  actually 
noise  than  a lot  of  decibels  in  a barrel?  / took  place,  it  was  just  like  having  a 
n Thus  "B."  And  who  makes  barrels?  A-'  dress  rehearsal, "Cooper  said. 

"cooper".  Thus,  D.B.  Cooper,  just  the  y;  _ . 

kind  of  name  a methodical-minded  en;N,  The  Crucial  Flight  , 

Engineer  would  choose.  Cooper  avoided  any  weapons-he  said 

When  the.  bus  reached  Portland,  at^  he  dislikes  guns- and  the  way  his  plan 
about  1:45  p.m.,  Cooper  caught  a taxi  to.  ; was  to  go  the  only  person  who  would 
the  airport,  arriving  at  about  2:15.  The  even  see  his  “bomb"  would  be  the  stew- 

flight  was  scheduled  to  leave  at  2:40  p.m.  ardess..  And  she  would  be  "scared  to 

Cooper  strolled  around  the  terminal  to  death,  and  wouldn’t  know  a real  bomb 
kill  time,  then  walked  directly  to  the  from  anything  at  all.  I could  have  made 
gate,  carrying  his  briefcase.  He  watched  it  out  of  paper  and  she  wouldn’t  have 

as  the  check-in  line  formed,  apprehen-  known  any  difference.”  - 

sive  for  fear  federal  agents  would  be  , : "So,  what  was  the  worst  that  could  hap- 
at  the  gate  searching  hand  luggage.  . pen?  They  could  apprehend  me.  Or,  if 
There  were  no  such  agents  present,  so  I got  as  far  as  putting  the  plan  into  mo- 
Cooper  tagged  along  at  the  end  of  the  tion,  and  left  the  plane  with  a chute  1 
line,  so  he  could  get  a seat  at  the  back  wasn’t  familiar  with,  then  the  chute 


body  was  endangered  at  any  . time, 3V  briefly  abouy$lnnesotav  and) ho;  r did  M 
Cooper said.'V^^:l^->^cW^(##l»e-.lito  nying:;andvthis^or^of j .hlng^j 
, The  crucial  flight  was  about  six  But  actually,  tppTatmosphere  was;  ttod  ; 

utes  late  leaving.  When  it  was  about  10 :/  conducive  to  idle  conversation.,^  pause  j 
minutes  out  of  Portland,  the  stewardess,  " - 1 was' very  kepnl:.!  had  to.  be;  very  alertif  1 
taking  orders  for  drinks,  had  workedy  I didnt  wanttpget  lost  in  converse  tion.’t(( ; 
her  way  back  to'Cooper’s  seat.  When  she'5?.  The  captain  informed  the  passi  ngers  .■ 
asked  him  what  he  wanted  to  drinks  there  was  a minor  mechanical  pr<  bleimj 
Cooper  reached  insiders  jacket:. and;]! While  the  FBI  . was  rounding?u p>.  the; 
handed  her  the  note.  It  was  typewritten^  money,  and  parachutes,.,'  Coopei  j ;sent 
on  plain  white  paper,  and  the  message -T;  word  that  wheh;  the  plane  la  fid  pd  he  ( 
was  plain:  “I  have  a bomb  in  this  brief--?  wanted  it  parked  away  from  the  ter  ninal,  • 
case.  I am  hijacking  this  plane.”., in  a well-lighted  area  so  he  cou  d see: 

The  stewardess’s  eyes  widened.  “Stir-  out  the  windows  and  protect'  himself 
prised?”  Cooper  said,  “^ust  follow  my  ; from  possible  ambush.  When  that  wad 
instructions.  Exactly!  And  everything  .done,  and  the  money  and  parachuted 
will  be  fine  and  no  one  will  be  any  ? were  delivered  to  the  plane  by  courier? 
wiser.  Just  report  this  to  your  captain.”;;  a bus  came  out,  and  everyone  deplaned  . 

That  was  the  substance,- if  not  the  except  one  stewardess.  She  wai  vital 
verbatim  words,  of  the  conversation,,  to  Cooper’s  plan  and  was  invpljted  in 
For  the  next  two  and  a half  hours,  Cooper  ? his  ordering  of  four  parachutes; , . 
and  the  stewardess  were  seatmates.  He‘^;V  ‘V*>£fnn&4; 

kept  her  beside  h'im  and  used  her  as  a . The  Order  for  Two 
courier  to  take  instructions  to  the  cap-  ;;  No  one  had.  polled  this  kind  of  sky- 
tain.  When  the  plane  reached  Seattle  ? jacking  before,  so  Cooper  had  had  some 
and  began  circling.  Cooper  instructed  careful  planning  to  do.  “The  on^  thing 
her  to  go  forward  and  tell  the  captain  1 had  to  watch  very  carefully  was  the 
"to  advise  Seatac  (Seattle-Tacoma  Air-  chutes.  1 decided  to  order  two  complete 
port)  and  Northwest  to  procure  $200,000  -r  sets.  Why?  Because  if  they  thought  I 
in  $20  bills  and  four  parachutes,  and  was  going  out  of  that  plane  alone,  I , 
have  them  at  the  plane.”  . ’ ' wouldn’t  have  given  you  a plugged  nickel 

While  the  plane  circled,  Cooper  and  for  my.  chances.  Because  they  wouldn’t 
the  stewardess  chatted. . "She  told  me  care  if  I dropped  out  and  went  straight 
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Sb^r#ed  them jor  oiit^?suitcase.  He  had  built  a; 

sete'>f^chutesi  two;- chest'  pacta  and^s^  o _ be-  attached  across' 

■ L#bacil>C^  to-  put  his  suit 

' that  if  they  gave  me  a bogus  chute -.,}£  and  some  other  items  into  the 
would" in  effect,  to^signing^ the  : death- ^JW  along  with  the  money,  and  at-, 

warrant’;  for.  whpeyer  ,J««nt^W|th  aae,^;  g»  * ^ Ws  special  harness  so  he  could 

s£S  Y.~: 


■ ler  ill.  W couldn't  lump,  "rdl^Vf «! 

money  vln  his  hands.  But  inste“;  ^ carded  chute',  and  tied  his  briefca*  toM 
suitcase,  they  sent  .the  money  o^JU^- ?he  harness;  Then  he  strapped  on  a Jac^Ur, 


suitcase,  they  sent  the  money  ouUjja^.  hc  strapped  op  a,  »a«;i|| 

under  his  instructions.;^  ■ utuiVnnv^  windows,  and  could  see  that  .the.  Flanjul.|^} 


flUuui  ua  ...v  , s-^Uwv*  irv  MeanwniWH  lw-  w<*°  • r t<;  ir; 

under  his  instructions.  > ••  ' ^windows,  and  could  see  that  the.  rfane„|,|>; 

He  told  the  stewardess  to  tell  the  cap-  , was  ^ the.  correct  course  southtfan$p 

tain  tofly  on  the  normal  course  to  Reno, &J“ut  35  minutes  but  of  Seattl* 
which  he  knew  would  carry  him  directly  v<?  A $ee  down  between  broken  clouds  j ;. 


which  he  knew  wouia  cany  «»»  f V?  could  see  down  between  broken  ciouas*  ;,. 
over  the  spot  he  had  selected  for began  to  pick  out  familiar;;  ,an^  U; 
jump.  He  told  the  captain  to  marks  below-the  freeway,  the;  ipwerjL 

tween  7,000  and  10,000  feet,  to  keep  the,,,  the  uke  Then  he  began  pi  [king;  ., 
Haps  at  .15  degrees  (which  all°w®*  th?:£  “p  t’he  radio  signals  on  his  walkie-t  ilki^,  /•' : 
plane  to  fly  at  a slower  spe  . ^ ‘.when  he  was  hearing  the  signalslfrom , ; 

fly  with  the  rear  stairwell  open^^^>^  - h j , walked  to.  th« : rear, 

, ,'t*  plane  UK* off  .Be. . WgJ ,»% ^"Vne.  d.Je.nded 


hM,n. p.,4 *-sSS»TB5 puTo  . 

cr  hurriedly  got  himself  toteth  • • and  atl  the  reasons  i or  it; 

put  on  his  luminous  stopwatch  and  - The  ?on*  planning;  All  the  rei  iatchJ,  *;• 
pass,  donned  the  black  cap  an  8 provocation -that  was; | hah  I . . 

and  hurriedly  improvised  a "®w  mean  . thinJung  of.  It  didn’t  take  mfe.lphg  fA 
for  taking  everything  hehad  aSS  • to  wnit^n0 this.  lust,  i 


lor  WKinn  -T  r 

into  the  plane  out  with  him.  Anything 
he  iell  behind  would  certainly  bo  evt- 
. dcnce.  . 


as  ininaing  o».  « * -----  . -7  •_ ...  - >. 

, reHect  on  this.  Just  a fraction-. of 
second.  Then  the  die  was  cast.’*!  f.':  *.;>».  v. 
When  he  jumped,  his  altimeter  showed 


-----  When  nejumpcu,  ------ 

dence.  7 500  feet  and  he  executed  a *fr<fe  tall 

Therefore,  lacking  the  subcase  he  had  7.500^  his  chute  for  precisely  , 

ordered,  he  grabbed l one  of  lh  f ^ seconds  which  shot  him  down  trough ; 

chutes,  ripped  the  innards  out  01  11  bank-thus  prcVenting 

stuffed  the  money  and  his  suit  coat  into  dthicxcio  , 


MhiImration filisEd :hiM 


-I 


the  fOllow-on  planes  from  spotting  him. 
The'free  fall  carried  him  to  about  4,500 
Where  he  opened  the  chute.  Below, 
IBreXqiM  pick  up  familiar  landmarks-  y! 

fields,  jiarns,  roads,  and  the  power  line  y 
; he  needed  to  avoid.  The  wind  was  from  ‘ 
the  eslt,'  which  was  fine.  He  needed  to 
drift  westward,  closer  to  the  freeway 
and  his  car,  anyway.  He  landed  skill- 
fully in  a big  open  field  (it  was  the  first 
jump  be  had  mad*e  in  • several  years)  ;• 
ffearing  only  one  thing:  that  dogs  might 
spot  hih  and  begin  barking.  They  didn’t. 

He  gathered  up  the  white  parachute, 
Iwalked  downhill  to  a wecdchoked  gully  ‘ 
Ibesidel  a small  dirt  road  and  there- 
stashed  'the  money  and  the  chutes. 

! , Then  he  simply  walked  up  the  road  to 
jhis  cai.  ducking  off  into  the  weeds  three 
times  When  cars  passed.  When  he  reach- 
ed his, car,  he  got  in,  drove  back,  col 
^■^cctcd]  the  money  and  chute,  picked  up  . 
.radio  transmitters,  -packed  every- 
thing In  the  trunk,  got  on  the  freeway, 
and  drove  home. 

. i Exhilaration  poured  over  him.  “I  felt 
iike  ilcoujd  have  walked  all  the  way  to 
v'Chicago,’!  he  said.  ‘‘Not  only  did  I have  J. 
ithe  money,  but  I had  a plan  and  carried 
! the^plai)  ithroiigh  under  conditions  that:- 
-,a  lotjof  peqple  would  be  reluctant  to  y 
,jump[i’m  J3ut  then  the  reaction  hit  me,  I , 

•.  became  pxtremely  nervous  driving  upy; 
ytbe  fetjevyay-  t became  .almost  paranoid,  y 
, - (because  If  I were  ever  stopped,  if  I had 
iden  .the  trunk,  1 was  dead  in  the  . 
8gjl.Qonsidered.8topp.ing  and.&e.ttipg.y 
ft^p:^|lltfie^yls!bte^ ' 'evfilence^But,s. 
Sbrc?  So  1 figured  the  best’ thing!  could  ^ 
rwSS  icbep  on*going.:And  this  is  what  I 


xin  a 'shopping  bag,  and  returned  it  to  y .r,. 
ji  the  car/triink,  V- . i - .y,-  .- 

■L '.Next  morning,'  he 'drove  to  a remote  . 
t spot,  burned  part  of  his  gear  . and  buried 
,?the  rest,  along  with  the  money,  "in' a spot  ■ 
■^whete  nobody  will  ever,  ever  find  it.”  y y fy 
-Several  days  later,  Cooper  inadvertent-  - j 

5&‘iy  discovered  that  although  the  money 


■^>i%:was  not  marked,  authorities  had  the,  !•»-*«{: 

!*■*.■  ’ . . i -i*  eon  Kill  ha  jL|W 

-t  N 


^serial  numbers  of  every  $20  bill  he  . 
’ possessed.  So  though  he  had  the  money,’ j 


.-'.'-v';- pbjyhe  couldn’t  spend  it.  What  to  do?  He  f U 
■ thought  of  taking  it  to  Mexico,  or  Europe, , , i 


' ‘ and  “fencing”  it  But  he  was  an  engineer,  : 

' ' ■ “.not  a criminal.  Therefore,  operating  o 


alien  turf,  he  figured  to  lose  not  only 
'.  the  money,  but  his  life  as  well.  He  was.  • . ' 
’furious.  He  felt  he  had  been; double- 
<•  ' crossed.  Here  he,  had  a fortune,  and  ( >$,{:; 

'couldn’t  spend  a dime  of  it.  f 

; That  is  roughly  where  I came  into  the  ‘ , 
picture.  The  foregoing  narrative  was 
related  to  me  by  the  man  I believed  to 
be  Cooper  in  a series  of  taped  inter- 
views  in  a Seattle  motel  that  ran  for  some 
yveight  hours  over  a period  of  three  days 
> last  February.  He  also  guided  me  bj^ 

f'V  car  over  the  route  of  his  crime. 


>5?^ It  had  started  when  a man  calling  h^| 


•j^self  "Seth  .Thomas”  , contacted.  _ 
":.*v}?prfone  on  the  night  of  Jan.  31,  sayji®  he 
was  acting  as  intermediary  for  Oioper.’ 
"^He  said  Coopcf  .was  Interested  i rwelli n£ 
vihis  story,  bur  wanted . to^be  ip^d^be-^ 
,-^cause  he  couldn’^spend.  the5mqne^fe^ 
>had  stolen.  He'&iid  he'dnii pbbper 


d stolen.  He  ’Mid  he'd  nil,  pboper  rjedl- 
k&ized  thi^rthdl^ien^CUfCQrd^ig^n^ 


A 


. S'  “3m'Chl«ago.’Lli«  «fW,r^(ot  only  did  ! haveS 
1 \V’  the, money, ;but  I had  a plan  and  carried#! 

j ^ the ’.plan' through  .under  conditions  < that;^  1 ! 

lot  .of  people  would  be. reluctant  toi^ 
""•  a'-  : jump^'J8ut  then  the  reaction  bit  me,  I^  r 

blbecaroe  'ertremely  hervoua  driving  up?* 

^ the? fteeway.  ,1.  became  almost  paranoid^ 
^Because  if  l were  ever  stopped,  if  i had®  : 
^tOiOpeh|th«'trunk,?^,<wasi,;dead  in  the| 


u-.oyer  the!route  of  bis' «rijn#& 
i man  cal 


lilt  ha4j^^ed>henia  man  eh.lMi 
Sf^^thferhow  " "•  * 


K'. water,  I considered  stopping  and  getting?; 
« irid  £ of&all'  the  visible : evidence.  But? 
^wheref  So  I figured  the  best  thing  I could  vj 


Mi 


Whathe  feared  was!  a roadblock.  There  ; 

1 was  none.  In  his  planning,  he  had  figured^ 


'j. 


r.^^r ,JThbma«^cbnUctgj^ , t< 

?waaacting-as “Intermediary  for;fioopcr« 
fHsksatd  Cooper; was  ihtere»te4)ii|geW~^ 

fecause  he  couldn’t  spend  the|c 
^had.atHeni:Hewid:heahttC^ 

^se^ItjMtjCth^'reMntf^lWp 
l Upward  Hughes  hoiu^would  J 
^Cooper, *>tory,iln'<!Mft^ilh<‘ 


i-  publishers,  but  ■ that^Uje^l 


Sand  ^thought  and  fins  . ...  .. 

| they  considered  to  be  a fair  pi  _ 
In;  .subsequent  negotiation^ 


fcTha$h&'be  soo£VwV««|f>2H> 
§*Jac*$*Wis,  "“ 


thaP  law , enforcement  wouldn’t  ’ really' 
begin  to  react /until  thejnext  day.  lt? 
^•'r'.vVr  stakes  a while  for  a bureaucracy  to  crank 
up.  So  he  didn’t  spot  a single  lawman  . 


,.v  all  the  way  home.  ;>|v 


He  got  there  at  about  midnight  His 
wife  awoke  long  enough  to  say  “How  did 
-•fW>-’itgoTM  .„Vj. 

He.  had  told  her  ;he  was  going  on  a 
■ £*&■;  business  -trip.'!  “The  same,"--  he  said,.- 
'tp.'.&.Ff-'  : “Same  old  story.**:  •«{.,'*•  '•  • 

* She  went  back  to  sleep.  Cooper  went 
V "'  to  the  kitchen,  turned  on  the  radio  and 
ir ; listened  to  news  bulletins  about  the 

* skyjacking  while  be  had  coffee.  Then 

he  went  out  and  brought  In  the  money 
‘y  j'ld  »v.  and  examined  it  with  a “black"  light 
-to  see  if  he  could  detect  whether  it  had 


Photostats  of  three  $20  bills,  given  to  LA  ept($r*Karl  Fie  ^ 

ofD.  B.  Cooper >s  identity,  matched  serial  number  son  thelisttfitoien  whethej.  j b8<nbe  right  inanwbu^arisel 

bills  distributedby  the  FBI  below  , Cooper  showed  Fleming  theactual:;^.  )atar(  but  at  that  moment,IibsUeved^ 


. v . wis,  a?B^ii$erten*i:Wa| 
^.estate'  promoter;  and  Cooper  $hfi . . 

' three  of  the  $20  bills.  they^SSid  tS 

%smm: 

' the  FBI.  They  '.inat 


bills  but  said  the  rest  of  the  money  was  buried  in  a remote  hiding  place.;  he  wax  Cooper,  i saw  the  money^apdrtliel 

’ J * , ’ v incredibly' detailed  accpunVoftheliky-j; 

t-33  524  933A  69  oi  . o_..  o9  ^ ^ '£.2  Jacking  which  spup  Yrse^ logical^ 


^15A  699—2764—69 
L33‘  520  noPA  AQCL5A  904  730A 


L33  . 526. 890A.  69. 


.,'i.20-,-i56-::975A.'‘69;.»tobeflctioa  T.  T. 

L20  153yQ74A';.  6 9 >r  Therefore,  l paid  Cooper  $30,000  for 4? 


r„  aq  ^*54*^67  l55A  69  L20  454^04*4  ^69;  bis  story.  I handed  ttever4*caah£$*|g 

HI  '“S  LgJlzO  823A  69  H20  163  957/T  69  ^ >*>  bUls^hisJntswn^^f 


530  4?1a“6T,L54  984  623A  69  ^ 


L33  532  853A .;69*  ; 154  906  729A  69 


97?A  'i4  TbomM> 0tt  condition  the  mopeyfbe setj| 


168 

■AT3  TflW 
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55  aside  and  used  for  •Cooper’s;}egal^de\|£ 
;.t  fense  if  and  when  . he;,w«s  jpaptpred;3 


V Why  Coop*  hij<Kk44\  i}»jplai^,^mo^ 


© 

HE 


THE  N Dlf  C.  , 

1URSDAV,  APRIL  IS,.  1572 


PLEASE 


0^8  O 

a g£«L$ 


The  family  of  Richard  Floyd  McCoy,  Jr.,  who 
is  a native  of  Craven  County  in  the  Cove  City 
area,  are  asking  friends,  v/ho  would  like  to 
contribute  tc/nis  legal  defense,  to  ser.d  funds 
to  Russell^ McCoy,  Box  : 7,  Cove  City,  M.  C. 

Ko  has/served  his  country  in  the  army  nine . 
years  and  has  three  different  missions  to  Viet-  ‘ 
narn'.  He  was  in  the  Special  Forces,  a hclicop* 

I ter ‘pilot  and  suffered  head  wounds  in  action 
j and  underwent  head  surgery.  He-  was  award* 

[ od  the  Purple  Heart  and  many  other  decors- 
! tions. 

Ho  was  attending  Brigham  Young  University, 
Provo,  Utah,  as  a law  enforcement  officer,  end 
wcis  to  graduate  in  August  1972.  Kis  only 
funds  for  support  was  the  G.l.  bill.  Ho  has 
two  minor  children,  ages  2 and  4,  and  his 
wife  is  in  the  hospital. 

Your  help  v/ill  be  greatly  appreciated. 


Air  Safety  Forum  to  ask 
‘What  Price  Safety?’ 

"What  Price  Safety?"  will  be  theme 
of  the  1972  ALPA  Air  Safety  Forum  to 
be  held  May  23-25  at  the  Mayflower 
Hotel  in  Washington.  Captain  Richard 
Heller,  Region  Three  safety  chairman, 
has  been  named  general  chairman  of 
the  19th  annual  Pilot  Division  safety 
conference.  Margie  Slagle  (PAI)  will 
be  chairman  of  the  10th  S&S  Division 
Forum. 

pv  Tentative  agenda  for  the  pilots' 

‘ forum  calls  for  a closed  luncheon 
meeting  Tuesday,  May  23,  followed  by 
closed  sessions  in  the  afternoon  and 
meetings  of  the  five  regional  safety 
committees  in -the  evening. 

Open  sessions  begin  Wednesday 
morning,  May  24,  with  a welcome  by 
ALPA  President  John  J.  O'Donnell. ' 
Wednesday  morning  programs  will 
discuss  hijacking.  There  will  be  a 
£ formal  luncheon.  The  afternoon  will 

■ beTJevoted  to  disaster  planning,  two- 

■ segment  approaches  and  noise-abate- 
ment procedures. 

Thursday  morning  sessions  will  be 
devoted  to  airport  safety,  status  of 
the  airport  certification  program  and 
ALPA's  plan  to  accelerate  installation 
of  airport  facilities.  Thursday  after- 
noon will  schedule  workshop  action 
,,  groups  on  air  traffic  control,  collision 
' avoidance  systems,  airworthiness  and 
performance  and  accident  preven- 
tion. Honors  night  reception  and 
banquet  is  set  for  Thursday  evening. 
f Buses  will  leave  the  Mayflower 
, Hotel  at  10  a.m.  Friday  morning  for. a 
..  special  VIP  preview  of  Transpo  '72 
at  Dulles  International  Airport. 

NAS  Planning  Review 
Conference  set  for  May 

; The  Fourth  Annual  National  Aviation  • 
;•  System  Planning  Review  Conference 
j will  be  held  May  1-3  at  the  Twin 
Bridges  Marriott  Hotel  in  Washing- 
ton  according  to  FAA. 

; Papers  have. been  invited  on  fol- 
lowing tentative  list  of  subjects:  Hu- 
S man  Factors  and  Biomedical  Factors 
j/in  Aviation;  National  Airspace  System 
’i,  of  the  Future;  Airport  Development 
^ Assistance  Program;  Aviation  Trust 
? Fund;  Balanced  Transportation;  New 
-S  Technology,  and  Environmental  Fac- 
3 tors  Affecting  Aviation. 


\M.  i 


Have  you  seen  ‘D.  B.  Cooper’? 


The  man  calling  himself  "D.  B. 
Cooper"  who  hijacked  a Northwest 
727  and  extorted  $200,000  in  the 
process  last  November  is  the  subject 
of  a widespread  manhunt. ' During 
the  episode,  "Cooper"  demonstrated 
more  than  a passing  knowledge  of 
the  air  environment,  especially  para- 
chuting. He  also  showed  a fair  famili- 
arity with  airline  aircraft  operation. 

It  is  possible  that  "D.  B.  Cooper's" 
path  may  have  crossed  that  of  airline 
personnel  at  some  time  under  another 
name.  He  expressed  a bitter  hatred 
for  the  airlines  and  may  have  worked 
for  one. 

From  descriptions  furnished  by 
those  involved,  the  FBI  has  provided 
the  following  description  and  artist 
drawings  of  "Cooper"  in  the  hope 
that  ALPA  mentbers  and  Other  readers 
may  be  able  to  furnish  some  lead  as 
to  his  whereabouts,  dead  or  alive: 

Race:  White 
Age:  Mid-40s 


all  conference  papers  and  the  1972 
editions  of  the  NAS  Policy  Summary 
and  the  10-year  plan.  Register  by  vyrit- 
ing  to  FAA,  Attention:  HQ-200/ 800  . 
Independence  Avenue,  Washington, 
D.C.  20591. 


U.S.  limits  housing 
near  noisy  airports 


Height:  5 feet  10  inches  to  6 feet ' 
Weight:  170  to  180  pounds 
Build:  Average  to  well  built  4|j 

Complexion:  Olive,  Latin  appearance 
medium  smooth 

Hair:  Dark  brown  or  black,  norma  m 
style,  parted  on  left,  combed  back  M 
sideburns,  low  ear  level 
Fyes:  Possibly  brown;  during  iatte  i$j 
part  of  flight  put  on  dark  wrap 
around  sunglasses  with  dark  rim<  M 
Voice:  Low,  spoke  intelligently,  nc  || 
particular  accent  '.  Jja 

Characteristic:  Heavy  smoker  of  Ra-  W 

leigh  filter-tip  cigarettes . 

Wearing  apparel:  Black  suit,  white  1| 
shirt,  narrow  black  tie,  black  dress  'M 
suit,  black  rain-type  overcoat  oi  J|f 
dark  topcoat,  brown  shoes;  carried 'jg 
paper  bag  4 inches  by  12  inches  by  ill 
14  inches  and  dark  briefcase  or*|| 
attache  case  ' |§ 

If  you  have  any  information  that  m 

might  lead  to  the  identity  of  this  in-  |N 
dividual,  please  contact  the  nearest 
FBI  office.  ....  . .-,V, • m 


Urban  Development  is  working^ 
closely  with  FAA  to  develop  guide- 
lines  called  "noise  exposure  fore-afl 
casts,"  which  are  based  on  FAA'sJj|| 
composite  noise  rating  calculations.!^ 
New  construction  is  "unacceptable"^ 
to  HUD  in  an  area  where  noise  ex- 
ceeds  80  db  for  one  hour  out  of  every; 

24,  or  75  db  for  eight  hours  of  every’ 

24.  Locations  are  normally  acceptable 
if  noise  does  not  exceed  65-75  db 
more  than  eight  hours  a.  day. 

In  FAA's  composite' 'noise/ ratin 


•■I  'unfh'  Balanced  Transportation;  New  The  federal  government  is  discourag-  <f  noise  does  not  exceed  65-75  db 

a Technology,  and  Environmental  Fac-  ing  community  development  around  more  than  eight  hours  a day.  ^ u 

3 tors  Affecting  Aviation.  _ airports  by  withholding  funds  for  In  FAA's  composfter  noise^ratln 

£’’■  Registration  Is  open  to  Anyone  in--^lKT0»ffg'  loans  where-it  thinks  noiSB catnJl3rions,^takeoffsfind landing’ 

|<eresjed.  Registration  fee  of  $5  is  re—  complaints  are  likely  to  occur.  under  100  db  and  run-ups  under  B 

jjiquirqd  of  those  who  wish  to  receive'-.  The  Department  of  Housing ~ and  r ~ db  ‘ are  : rated  Tacceptable-by'HCff 

t AIR  LINE  PILOT/February  1972  7--’  .■  V ' Wi'J,  &££ 


m 
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■ Jf I 

PRQBLEm 

"S  u,ey  came  In  V package  containing  k - Bat  Una  was  important  Muff.  I Bad.. 

:Sss2sSSS& fssssssss 

. had  completed  .the  .hackbreaking  Job..  . ~Pjthe stolen  money.  i . . , ;.  ■ . 

of  transcribing  the  eight-odd  hours  ot ..^Curtain  Acl  ;„£•&&. . ’ic! ■ 

taped  conversation^  with  Cooper. ; Or-^psoriginally,1 1 'saw  the  Cooper  story  as 
dinarily,  » r«n«rter  doesn't  do  that  He  ?ibut  a fitting  curtain  act  at  Newsweek , • 


jiy  Karl  Fleming 


my  classified  'ad  in  the  Seattle  Times, 
and  decided  to  make  contact  with  me  -* 

, ’ purely  to  sell  Cooper’s  story  for  money. 

j 'n  the' previous  two  'segments  of  Having  sold  it.  they  expressed  a desire 
IhiS  series  the  man  who  called  to  keep  in  touch.  Before  leaving  Seattle, 
ims  se  ’ . „ , after  my  interviews,  I asked  Lewis,  who 

limself  D.  B.  Cooper  described  said  he  was  an  engineeri  t0  serd  me 
iow  he  singlehandedly  hijacked  v 

I Northwest  Airlines  plane  last  • 


versation^  with  Cooper,  or - v^- Originally,- 1 saw  tne  >ooper  siory  »» 

_ reporter  doesn't  do  that  He  £,but  a fitting  curtain  act  at  Newsweek, -'J 
^U5^tS^^**^'ift‘wWeh  I was  leaving,  with  mixed  emo-^ 
'sections.-  after  -11  eventful  and  satisfying 


ra  tions,  after  11  eventful  and  satisfying 
' years.  And  it  would  be.  if  the;,tiining 


whanksgimug  Eve  and  parachuted 

■ to  safety  with  $200,000,  and  why  * 

%e‘ did  it -mainly  to  prove  he  kAiy 
jwasn’t  “over  the  hill/’  the  implied  . , . . 

, [message  he  got  when  he  was  fired  ’ 

.^jby  Boeing  where  he  had  worked  y 
■ Jfor  15  years  as  an  engineer.  He  ..  - 
. >,  [showed  author . Fleming , three  , of  ‘ ,x, 

•l^  lthe  stolen  bills,  and  told  part  of 

the  l’ story,  ~~  whereupon  V Fleming ::p  rip  Mr 
mid  him  '$30,000,’.  and  "then  . got^ 

0:he  ,jrestJ.bfJhe;MawJ&Wu  j^Mjgggg 
tdil'dhHap^and  con^i^mb 

cliidiogJnstfiUmmt, 

mhnt  hnnrufnpfl  nftpvthnt. 


KARL'  FLEMING’  was  associated  wit h 
Newsweek  ’ mag azine  as.  correspondent}^ 

Los  Angeles  bureau  chief  and  contributing 
editor  for  1 1 years  before  resigning  April-:" 

' 15  to  found  LA.  While  with  Newsweek,  he  I 
covered  virtually  every  significant  civil;1  1 

rights  story  of  the  turbulent  ’6 Os,  including ..  I 
Birmingham,  Selma,  Ole  Miss,  Little  Rock  ^ 1 
"and  Watts.  He  covered  the  assassinations  I 
of  President  John  F.  Kennedy  and  his  brov.  | 
ther  Robert  and  those  of  Martin- Luther . j. 

King  and  Medgar  Evers..  He  assigned- 
to  Richard  Nixon,  during  the  last  Pres»-,;.;j 
dential  campaign  and  has  covered  Lyndon  ; 

Johnson.  Ceorge  Wallace,  Hubert  Hum-  j 
phrey,  Barry  Goldwater  and  Ronald  Rea-.. 
gan.  He  also  reported  on  the  Charles  Man -V 
son  and  Jack  Ruby  trials  for  Newsweek' 
and  the  trial  of  Pueblo  spy  ship  captain  . 

' Lloyd  M.  Bucher.  ' ' 

The  FBI’s  D.B.Coi 


Copyrights  1872  PUtypui  Pubtl«»llo 


man  i.  oeiusvc 

mm iiiias 


! Another  ' possibility  arose.  The  U-.  - - . 

man  at  my  wedding  was  a trusted  old  Jional  rights  as  a 


of  George 
infuriated 


infuriated  (Wallace  and  other  such  pre-  p,°  T swered  every  question  I asked  him,  ana  it— out  of  rage 

hensile  hJtemongers  by  legally  repre-  i .theauthonUej  . ^ that  the  . , asked  him  some  pretty  tough  ones  over  ^ he ^ „«ed  up 

senting  bljcks  trying  to  get  into  whi  e ,,  ^ a’ natural  for  a b0ok.  Mor-  rthree  days ofintense  interyiewing.ques^;^  ^ BJ^g  implied  he!  was  when  the 

1 ■ ' • ’ — r-  " '"T  ■ 'company  summarily  fired  him  at  age  49. 


and  out  of  a 


schools 


• He  said  he’d  think  about  it..  He  $aid. 
'meantime!  he  wasn't] worried  that  any 
details  he’d  given  me  would  endanger 
‘him.  He  just  .said  he  didn’t  want  to  talk 


him.  He  just  saia  ne  uiu»  * t 

-.-‘tome  anymore, untiUaeali^prywas 

^Criminal  At  Large,. 

I MAjContemplating  'publication.^I^was  \ 

'fa ’dilemma;  To  print  jt  would  lead  mostj-^^p 
I Certainly : t6  Cooper’s  capture  jFor [g 
4law::to:catchf  CoopjirlwoMld 

I formation  V ^rt  oathered  as  a reporter? 


tion?capitairsni^^d?MadUbn^rerf|M^|  j ;» 

9g&  •:{'.  huel»i<?riiiij|^^^!?Sw^*8SP!pP%5 Vti  W- 

«§&•  discussed Tpbssilj.le  booK, vyth|H  jt^  fgt 

P$|  tv  McCauley;’  it  ^occurred^to'me  ,Cooper|jJ 
£&?  f:  might.be  induced  to  turn,  in  the  money,?  ] > fey?'. 

$P'r  J5'  by  giving  him  a share;;  say  20  per '*.fntiij§j  \ 

||j§i  $ V the  book  proceeds,  or  arranging  witfit  9 v # fc»v 
Pf;  !*t; a publisher  a plan  by  which  royalties 'V,: 
’mSt  ^ would  be  put  .into  a legal  defense  fund,  ‘ ’j  > 

*2&  %■  The  return  of  the  $200,000  im$20s,  V 
;• ' would,  naturally,  be  proof  that  we  had  ij;  ..  . 

the  right  man.  'v.;  ; ■ -~v  -*^1^  if  •.'•‘fvj 
■&iy  I had  stored  the  tapes  and  other  decu*  1 .*;■ 

> ;m':  ments  in  a friend's  safety  deposit  box  j j j. 

and  was  reading  stories  in  the  press  that  . .J; 

■ posses  of  500  military  hands  were  sesA-ch-  fl. 

Iing  the  woods  around  Lake  Merwiri  for  j;  j j 
Cooper’s  body.  In  New  York,  McCaJiley  i.  I • ; 
made  a quiet  inquiry  about  a bopk  with..  j|  j j 
a friend  at  Harpers  Magazine  :Ptess./j;  } '| 
Any  negotiations  he  could  make. would j I 
have  to  be  extremely  discreet  because,  j ; ; 

' of  a chance  the  story  would  get  out.  Har-  s ■ | 

' per  & How  was  eager.to  do  it,  especially  ; i 

after  McCauley  told  them. any  contract!} 
would  be  contingent  on  Cooper  returning ' | 1 

the  money  before  they  would  be.  asked : ! 

' to  put  up  advance  money.  McCauley,  was . I 
excited  about  the  prospect  of  a,  4pok.  i | 

: Harper  & Row,  which  would  publish  a, U • , .J 
hardback  edition,  and  a paperbaclflppb-.j;/ 
lisher  which  would  put  out  a papertaclyi  1 
made  a tentative  offer  of  an  advance^ 
exceeding  $200,000.  McCauley  thought  \ 
a movie  deal  might  yield  $1  million.;;  i 

Experience  had  taught  me  to  be  amused-:  j 

* iy  sceptical  of  such  giddy  dreams  (of  in-  j 
stant  riches.  1 ■"".f' 

A Possible  Book  . ; .*  j 

..  Still,  a book  began  to  look  like  a real-: 
ity.  McCauley.called  to  say  he  was  arriv-; 


<r*  o . 


November  ^1972; 


.•••’...  .v  -•  ■ .f  ■ ■ *- 7;.* ■“■ 

iiCfijig  with  .four'  Harpers  executives.  Jt 
■/.-/■-'was  a touchy  book.  Still,  they  were  com-, 


. ing,  with  contracts,  the  conditions  being 
! » ^ that  Cooper  would -have  to_be  induced  to 

®i  ghr-ifirn  in  the  «$200,t)00  before  they  paid 
;?<4“4|it  any  money-except  for  $5,000  they 
< ; *.  wStould  put  up  as  security  against  their 
< "'•jBaking  the  story  to  someone  else. 

-.Y.The  Harpers  executives  were  esconc- 
, ...*  ' ed  in  olie  of  those  pleasantly  airy  cott-  • 
!'  : ag6s  at  the  Beverly  Hills  Hotel,  having 

i toffee  when  I arrived.  After’ awhile  in 

, i -California,  the  memory  dims  of  what  a 

■ | '"  hard  core  Eastern  Establishmentarian 

! Books  like:  tweeds,  and  pin  stripes,  rep 

1 1 ies,  paunches,  and  gray,  pasty  faces. 

i . j imong  them  was  Brooks  Thomas,  the 
: ; I irm’s  chief  legal  counsel,  a careful  gen- 

1 1 - . i leman  who  later  would  distinguish 

himself  by  turning  over  a book  which 
, ! larper  & Row  commissioned  on  the.  CIA 
■I  nvolvement  in  Southeast  Asian  drug 
. \ • ' raffic  to  the  selfsame  CIA  for  pre-pub- 
•;  , . ication  approval.  ■ • ';f' 

® j | Not  knowing  Thomas  at  that  time,  I 
t ’ issumed  his  role  would  be  to  keep  Har- 
; , jpers’  position  in  Vaffaire  Cooper  deli- 

i lately  committed-but  Ignorant  and  thus 
t *1.  } : l not  legally  culpable.  But  nofAfter  some 
| ( ■•Avji  dallying  around,  Thomas  said,  without 

j t blinking  an'  eye, vthat  .there*- tfere-  new 
I r-T-r  terms:  before  Harpers  would  commit 
' i.^’  itself,  Cooper  would  not  only  have  to 
. fell-  ijttro  in  the  money,  he  would  have  to  sur-; 
\ ftp  render,  and  would  have  to  be’  convicted 
lir  plead  guilty.' That  I told  them,  ob- 

Ikvj*  vioysly  was  impossible.  I concluded  that 
Harpers  'had  become  increasingly  her-; 
r'BI  ^|u^6Mt^t)S^^o^^iffaj(^pmd^as* 
trying to  get  off ^tne  ho6k  ,byj?stablishing 
'•a^Jimdossible-coriditionsl-Fihally.'  in  fact, 


kjt©  New  York  and  get  the  story  into  print, '^fake  'huBnbprs^' over'  the  ^ctualiserial  pitched  to  bqrrffto  'Seattle^nd jinv^tl^ 
"’"Newsweek  was  naturally  excited  about  numbers  on  the  three  $20;bills-making  >gate.  Morgan  dissuaded^me,  saying  that 
hhe.  story.  An  elaborate  cover  article  them  appear to  be  part  pf  the  skyjack^  if  Lewis.and  Murphy  were  ih-fact  con 
1;'.  was  planned,  but  a mood  of  caution  pre- ...  loot  .their.  best  “made  jjup’^-  defense 

^vailed.  My  old  colleagues  in  the  top  ed-%  That  w^6ugh  I w«»  f mpUcatcgi 

Tutorial  positions  -"The  Flying  Wallen-  ; publication  of  the  story^Withih'weeks.M^i?  ^ a.scbe"le  to  bilk  a publish- 
f .das,"  they  were  called  by  subaltern  writ-.?;  on  June  3;  the  FBi  arrested  \William*Mng^°  nPa"y  ■ ?"( *.■■■ therefore  ,,?tnce ,^we 
ti/ers -trusted  me.  We  had  gone  through  r John  (Jack)  &wis, 32,  alias  Seth Thomasr^"^^ 

; a lot  of  important  stories  together.  They  ; and  DonaW  Sylveker  Murphy.^D.  who  t they  be  *“l!  y of  defraudui?  mf:.Morga-n 
had  printed  a story  on  no  evidence  but  said  he  was  Cooper,  and  charged  thenQ’ f d’  a?*in.8ytl?y  *®15* 

;’my  say-so  before,  but  this  was  a bigger  with  four  counts  of  federal  flrqud.’-Lewi$,^‘a^  • 

- thing.  One  had  to  weigh  the  risks.  The  later  cornplained  that.the’FBI  dug  up’^sAftewarfs, ,«U1|  seeking  information 
..possible  benefit  of  such  a story  was  great,  jawn  looking  for  money  and  other-f,*:1  s®at  a.,PriVate  investigator  to  Bremer 

;^If  it  were  a phony,  it.  could  wreck  the  ' evidence, but  didn't  find  anything. 'X^sEhvton  J°  *is  an,d 

-magazin?,  one  editor  said.  If  only  some  , \ , v ' . . . . . ^ he  learned,  had  financial  troubl^iq 

! of  the  facts  could  be  checked.  if  ■ „ .£>•.•  MurP*>y.  Jt.  developed,  was  divorced,  a the  past  that,  got  them,  involved  .with 

• The  FBI  began  checking  some  of  them  the  father' of  three  children, v'andJUved;  >'the  law.  Lewis  had  beep  part  owner  of  a 
upon  receipt  of  the  material  Morgan not a surbiirban  home  bufat  the  niod-  !;‘ban’ce ‘tavern,  an  automobile  speedway, 
.had  turned  over.  Sitting  in  New  York,  I "est  Higgs  House  Hotel  at  5404th  St.’ in.  %nd  once  had  been  arrested  for  stealing 
expected  word  of  Cooper's  arrest  to  Bremerton.  Wash.,  a shipbuilding  town' .;  a raft  of  15  logs.  ; i\  : " .1 

• come  at  any  minute.  The  week  passed,  -of  about  35,000,  near  Seattie.  He  was  said  . Murphy  had  been  divorced  by  his  wife}; 
and  nothing  happened.  The  tension  was  to  do  business  os  a"  realty’ investment  ’*  Jacqueline  Rose  Murphy,  in  1970.|They 
i — - "promoter  out  of  the”  Renard  Develop- vf- had  three  children.  He  had  been  arrestt 

manl  Pnmnanv  at  »UM  Kitiuin  Wav'fer-?'  ’.H  (>«»  itnVnVan'M^inV-iin^  in  hwuwri 


Then  word  came  through  V pipeline  ..Anient  Company  at  6608  Kitsap  Way  .'^f'v-^ed  for  drunken^ ^driving'  and  in  her  sever] 
at  the  Justice  Department  that  the  FBI  'f  v Practically  next  door,  Lewis,  mafried,4  al  divorce  proceeding  documents^his 


thought  the  bills  which  Cooper  had  father  of  three,  assistant  city  manager  f wife  had  complained  of Ris  being  drunl« 
.shown  me  and  given  me  photostats  0f  of  Bremerton  for  a time (until  he  couldn’t; ^ and  yerbally  abusive.  ;^He  orice'was.a 
were  not  for  real.  How  that  deduction  ^pass  the  civil. service  exam)  vyas  operat-  .^heavy  equipment  operator, 
was  made  from  examining  the  photo-:X'ing  a land  investment  broker  and  as  He  and  Lewis  often  were  seen  togethei 
stats,  without  seeing  the  real  bills,  I ‘a  representative  of  World  Wide  Engineer-.-’at  the  Melody  Laiie  Bar  and  Restauran 
. did  not  and  have  , not  learned.  But  the  , ing  and  Product  Development  527  Fourth.  St.  in  Bremerton;  jneai 

FBI  said  "Cooper”  had  superimposed  ‘ ” ...  *■  ’ **!'5  ” 


Wheri  'they  were  arrested,  i naturally  . their  offices!^Murphy, ^people  told,;  mj; 
: ' vV  Investigator; :had‘been  6H  the  wagon toi; 

^;hung  'ayo'uqd  the  Meloify*Lanp'f Bari^He 
, -S-f'was  paying  alimony'and  child  support! 

Nicholas  von 


^ N e vef  the  1 e ss,f  a^priva  te  - J riyestigatoi 
vBremerton  ’^K^ba^known^urp^ 
|q^pv^YeM^^oufd^^t’rt»le  fqiti  the 


r HEY,  PUT  A PICTURE  IN  THE  ^S»oi  a largefNixon  campaign  cb^ributoFS^tVddy^BtfgBBm^iifeffffR^^ 

1 t^nv-r*  Mm  »«1  !.’h.tdVV«V*Me  r”An,W  ,.  ; t;.  


S»Js 


bTthe  pigeons;for'div'b“read  crurabs“. 

c ity ' of  predators  the  rats' ihav^V 
ut  tnS^no^  natural  eneihiesl'Y<s^-thefe’s;'a  n^; 


^&^^MTtheAdifficurtjr’arid^ near-ini-/^' abatement  program,  .but.  like  so  much]*'.  President  has set  over  them:t<? feed  tfiem^  mllitarTrecord  of' aa^i  itmle^Nehh 
'possibility*  °f  {y®rifyirig'ar^of^opert^'  under  the.  Nixon  Administration,  it^  occasional  peUetsl^rjrifbmationand^;  fact,  of  course,  is  proof  t iat?Murphyd 


state  menu.  To  go  to  anyone^ the  airline^:  doesnVwork.  People,  don’t  realize  ttiat<£.‘  grains  of  news.  With  presidential  press^or  did  not  hijack  the  airplane"  In  them 
to  Boeing,;and  certainly/torthe' FBI  ,to1vThey  think  these  Republicans  are  effi-!;.  conferences  abolished  for all. practical  Va^body smart enougli'iotuU'ltdfrwou 
verify  the  storywould  not  be  intelligent  Lctent.  because  they , don’t;  make  big,'-;  purposes,  the  mice  must  live  off  Ziegler#  be  smart  enough  to  cbhfcoctf  a'n'elabt 
lnn'my;.'stor^,’ and*\-  dreamy,  Democratic  promises  and  then;,  briefings, and  they  only  have  half  endueh^„*«i..  «-.u 
Aevet^ fail  to  carry  them  out^£^4'  of  them,  because  he’ h1 


That,  would  be  .blowing 
causing  Cooper’s  arrest 


’ only  hayehalf  enougJC£  ately  fictitious  backgroufnd  i for  I himse 
le.has  the  cut  the  daily*  ; Orl'any1'''*1” 


Sx(- — ■»  *"*.“•  c,”  "v  . *it  o«  mem  oecause  ne  nas  me  cuiinenauy;;  Or  anybody  smart'enougjh  to'do'it  wou 

anything  could  be  publishedM^^^^  ,You  - ean  break  modest  promises  too,  - briefings  fiom  two'tp'  smart  enough  to^o'  itVnd’  tell  tl 

If  there  wa’s  now  a chance  Thomas  or.  but  that  hasn’t  sunk  in  any  more  than^A  Withtheir  rations  reduced  to  the  level^story  for  money  but  tell  tin’su'ch  a wi 
'.  someone’else  there  might  talk  as  seemed  i,  the  Watergate^Scandal  or  the  Milk  Scan* ' ' of pernicious . anemU'r  iasV.weekj,,  they^j  that  it  appeared  to  be' jj  h ffijfcf)'-**)--  : 


likely, then  I would  have  to  do something,'^  dal  .or  the  Wheat  Scandal  or  the  You-  ; squeaked'at'  their  keeper  as,  lie*  stood  l«v?-b  But  inthe  end,  ortothil'poinLVseen 
elephoned  Morgan  in  Atlanta,1"  Filt-in-theBlank  Scandal.'  Nor  does  " front  of  the  blue  curtai*;iri  the  White  J';  appropriate  to  conclud  Jthat  Murphy 


quick.  I telephoned  Morgan  in  Atlanta,*  Fill-in-the  Blank  ‘.  Scandal.  Nor  does  " front  of  the  blue 'curtail  in' t 

and  he  rapidly  devised  a plan^^^p«jutiUr.tM - country,,  over,  .which  this .. capital  .V  House-  ‘briefing'-  i‘oom;‘,:but:>Ziegleri-' 
'•*  He  left  instantly  for  Washirigton/went  ; v presides  know  about  another  scandal:  j squelched. the, weakened  things,  telling  , 
to  the  Justice  department,  and  .re- >£  the  almost  nightly  escape  from  Washing- - 'them  that,  “We’re  not  going  to  have  this  '- 
ported  that  he  had  a client,  unnamed,^'  ton’s ' jailsi  Since  January  they  have  type  of  chaos  in  future  briefings... (and)' 


m 


not  Cooper,  which  meansjj  I jumped  hig 
I fell  hard.-v:  t^j,  j 

Long  ago  I played  in  a poker  ^ame  wi 

....  , . . . --  . - bristly-browed,  old  curmudgeon  ;w) 

who  had  knowledge  of  a serious  federal  averaged  one  escape  every  four  days.  .;  as  far  as  this  briefing  is  concerned,  I’m  had  run  whiskey  foiCCapbne  in  Phil 

crime,  that  the  client  planned  .to  pub-;  They  make  good  their  get  aways  not  ’ ending  it,  it’s  ended.^»;^>i^^.'.‘*4  •*  delphia  He  was  one  tbi&h  old  man  I 

lish  a story  about  it.  and  that  the  client  ‘ only  singularly,  but  in  groups.  - . The  questions  pile  up.  ibstbad  of  an-  ; would  try  to  goad  me  fctb  calling  h 
would  turn  over  the  Information  he  Fat  City,  Rat  City,  who’s  to  blame?  swers  there  'are  diversions . such  . as.  bets,  when  my  cards  ’dfln't1  indicate 
would  print--  10  days  before,  publica-  : One  test  of  an  administration  is  how  it  Marina  Whitman,  the  most- presentable  should.  “Go  on.  Take  a chance, ’’  he  taui 
tion- providing  the  client  could  get  a ;.  runs  Washington.  Do  we  blame  the  low  member  of  the  Council  of  Economic  ed.  “Columbus  took  a ■ *' 

promise  of  immunity.  Here  was  the  caliber  of  Nixon's  appointees  or  are  Advisors,' who  makes  those  monthly  ad- 

legal  danger:  were  I to  publish  the  • the  crooks  bribing  their  way  out?  That  ' missions  that  prices  have  gone  up  again, 

story  and  Cooper  take  flii^it,  then  I might  ' ; accusation  has  been  made  but  not  an-.  “Dahlings,”  the  ZsaZsa  Gabor  ’of  eco- 
be  liable  for  aiding  and  abetting  a cri-;:  swered.  No  questions  get  answered  in  ^nomics  says  in  effect,  “we  have  our  good 
minal  to  take  flight  to  avoid  prosecution,  the  rat  kingdom  where  the  rodents  come  months  and  we  have  our  bad  months, 
and  other  things.  But  if  the  FBI  got  the  out  0f  their  holes,  and  a faceless  Presi- 
information  10  days  ahead  of  publication,  dent  slips  down  and  out  of  sight  broad- 

they’d  have  a fair  shot  at  doing  their  casting  modest  radio  messages  in  the 

Jobs,  and  for  that  matter,  possibly  estab-  Television  Age  from  impenetrable 
places.- •• 

Many,  many  questions.  There  are 
questions  to  be  asked  about  John  Ales- 


Yes.  Columbus  took  a^iha^i  and  di 


covered  America.  Now  had  taken 
chance,  everything"onj.the  iihe,  and 
had  discovered,  what?'A!more  than  iik 
ly  impostor,  an'  actor, pretender 


herculean  deeds;r^V^|M\1^,v‘t:.  •*-.] 

igers  ’a  srtiali  gut  feel'll 


fishing  whether  Cooper’s  story  was  true. 
. The  promise  of  immunity  was  made. 
Meantime,  Morgan  urged  me  to  hurry 


and  this  was  a bad  one  again,  but  not  so 

bad  if  you  know  how  to  read  the  numbers  still  there  lingers  Vsrhall  gut  feelin 
like  us  experts.  Sure,  bread’?  up,  rent’s  maybe  self-serving,  maybe,  not,  that 
up,  milk’s  up,  but  we’ve  got  GM  to  hold  had  the  right  man  all1  along.  And  if 
the  fine  on  Cadillac,  and  diamond  prices^didn’t,  well,  so  be  if  It  was  a breat 
taking  story  that  didn’t  check  out  Ar 
that  is  what  a reporter  is  for;  .';--- : i j 


are  stable.” 

Fat  city,  Rat  city,  who’s  to  blame?  \ 
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} Karl  Fleming 


tj  inf  last  .week’s  first  install;  j 2 
ment,  the1  man  claiming  to 
; be'  D.B.  Coopef.  told  how  He ^ 


. there  that  he  would  surface  andexp< 
'•  himself  to  capture?.  If  Cooper  was  sm 
enough  to  essay  such  a slickly  pulled- 


. . : • , . , s ..  ....  t..  secret?  4-<  would  1 be  oblig;  ted,  as  k. 


enough  to  essay  such  a slickly  pulled-off  ;•  Accordingly,  I. placed 
, crime,  he.  doubtless  would  be  pm?rt  vertisement  in  several 


.placed  a is Moreover, (suppose 'in' ‘fact :’|omeone; 

L crime,  he.  doubtless  woma  ue  sn.^  . vertisement  in  several  Paciflp  ,North-|~a  .. fbrwfa^^nt^g  hl«u*lfas; 
■’.  enough;  to,  know v. with,  what  ..appetite  we5t  newspapers,  addressed  to  Cooper,^ 

J? agents  of  the  law.  were. seeking  his  cap-  ' inviting  him ;te  contact  me, ''and ..assur-,3r WflTT  the'CliffordivirvVng; 


Imed^thef hijacking  :/or« 
Tiftottffieatfhow  .fcedid^-j 
tiot%e,:,t,ihoth‘'-$fce.  ^cidea*^ 


agents  of  the  law;  were  seeking  his .cap-  .1:  inviting  him  ;te  contact  meftnd  assurer-,  the'Cliffordivir/Vn^ 

; •Kture,  His  getting  away  with  it,  after  «U.;>ing  him'  >ye'could  talk.  withoul^P^ 

|V;  would >nly.  encourage  others  .to  mimic  him.  to  capture.;,;  An  ^imprudent, ?and  | * ti»  aaine 

&?9d  ^^<rtfc.wasted,  effo^.-prohubly. 


?^"humaViife^,;^1'-i3^^/^^!^:'^^^v/^1there'  but' Oinj^thanc^COTp^  would'”*** 


SEsB 


mssmm 


S9R1 


»x- . tr~.  .mtLiii, ;. ^ ^a  .'jj''  'i. £3  „■  .. , 


jV*ure  HU  getting  away>ithji&after  .uj&i  “??,“*. w®  *°  contact  me,  aa4>Mu^^ 

! pnly  ancourege.  othefeSto^ **im  *»■  could,  talk  without  eipylA^pgl<ltta!l^«tf^^f*»,  i^^HlToirit  irrtw*1 
> hU  deed,  at  God  knowawhahcbst  to  the1  ^ra  t0  caPture- •'■  An  ■*  impradeat^atulwtt^M^WM^lnuihtfi^the  pteM  ■ HdiifiB? 

hard  d.Pu"»i»nd^»«iWy  Inn'!?^  ®ffoet'  ‘“S**^1  had- not thfjjjjjj 
* human  Ufe.  : , . ?£*£**  *"*  **"■•***  No  only>^*?^^ 

v Adv«rtlBB»  !!!£„*  w*. .cha“"  C??W  would^tn^^proye  his  identity!;  IfSLr 


• mmer.eld  pf  booby-trap* m)tfd< ^coMd^waS 

iif  ^ll,-.th^ Wmi|^d-1'ti^S'-',orthir'  hy,  " ^WtU*  1 would^,^.§*i$^>,»dtt««f  4>»  money’lhw  the 

.'letter;  Afterjeveral  un^W““d.o«Ulde:|».M«cJd^haVwould  be  atrong  w&L 

*£■  Thc**;*n  entire  month  passed. :^The  ^ '/  J':>* 


..-  wun  *«ju,uuo,  the  following 

,;..  letter  .appeared  in  a:  Reno  newspaper; 
JO*1^  «>h  ’.Northwest  Orient  (sic) 
£»"  because  I thought  it  would  be'romantic, 
r y^heroic  or  any  of  the  other  euphemisms’ 
&$*?***  Wem  to  attac)\.themselve«  to  situa 
{.fftWa  of  high-risk.  l am  no  modern-dayy 
. / .Robin  ; Hood-  Unfortunately,  | do  have 
.;.;.  only  vW  months  to  live.  My  life  ^has  -been 
^,vone  • of.}  hate,;  turmoil,.-  frustration  and,* 
H- mor®'  h*te-  ^Waeemed  like  the  fastest  t 
Profitable  way  to  gain  a few 
i'i‘l*w’*ln*  of  P**6®  of  ®indL  1 ■«  not  j, 
I't  h°l«d  up  In  some  obscure  backwoods  # 
,:  towa  Neither  am  I a psychopathic  kil-B 
■,tsftor.;A»  a matter  of  tact,  I’ve  never  even 4 
•^received  a speeding  ticket.”  :><%.  { # 
0iU ere;.:  the , long-trained  reporter’s  in-^ 
; ,Unct  auggeated,  was  a man  who  wanted 
;l4°  talk^.to  Justify,  to  rationalise  and  to 
iv  do  verbal  penance  for  his  deed. $ , •;  *. 

; • What' he  had  done  was  to  execute.  the 
most  daring  and  Ingenious  airline  hold* 
j.  “P,  in.  histo^doing  It  all  alone  ^and^ 

; diving  out  of  the  plane  with  *200, OQQ'? 
i r,  booty~  and  to  all  appearances,  getting’ 

; * away  with  it,  Half  the  FBI  agenU  in  the 
-•  country  werev2ooking  for  him. Hundreds 
of  military  troops  fanned  out  bn foot', 
to  search  the  countryside  around  Lake* 
Merwin,  Wash;,-  where'  it  Was  believed; 
he  landed  after  parachuting.  Vow 


,«.,  .<•» — iiunso.  rne  ; 

Tew  respondents  , to  the  ad  were  cranks. 
[Nothing more*  Then  on  the  night  of  Jan.  4 
11?!,  precisely  >t  midnight,  my  phone  rang;# 
v*nd  ,whon  I answered  a voice  said:  “This  # 
Paclfic  Northwest”  $$ 
’ , * was- fully  , awake  Jn-an  instant  and  rl. 


IT ~rt V ,*:«cuic  rtonnwest rm:: , ‘xtyff.l 

said  Don’t  aay  ;sr  wont'  Art’QaU'i'inw^^M 
tomorrow  night  at  • VdockW.1  swHiv^l?W 

have  made  arranottm^nt.  ?K£r'f %efa.r 


.--.-..v-  rnaui  as  e o cioca-'and.I  -WlUv^TiW 

{.have  .made  arrangements  fonua  totalk 
.pn  a safe  telephone,”  •v-r  - V.  ^ ^ 

| As  Is  many  a reporter  who  ,hai‘rltaen'?M^M' 


m A*. » ®any,  • reporter  who  has  "been  ‘ Jf®  ■•» 
hairy,  dangerous  storiet-C^^ 
h*d  covered  BlrmlmthamJ  Seim. -A'cSfl 


«wty,  uangerous  stories ':OT4]sfJ^ 
St a . •»“  covered  ' Birmingham,!  8elm^^t«PK 
^Jackson,' Watts,  and  four  assass'inations)'MM^^ 
was  careful  almost  to  the  point  of  -ww-MIlli 
tj  Shout  telephone  .tapping,;  Once 
ii-down  -South,  a raporter"ftlei>d..w«a.die:  .v9c-’^j» 
putlog  Ms  Integration, story  to  hls'  Qfflce  'IPP.^S 
long-distance  call, when  a voice,, ob-:!' 
rvlewl,  white.  prpbfAtycop, broke  id«d’^»J 

sa|d.v  ”You  ’ goddamned'::  nlgger*lovin«:’ll^lwi 
*orw»Pp.bitch>|^'  ■■£.  4“ 
i?^i®-^eai‘ncA^'l^:Wr‘iaiMtu‘,^aboutt'^^^^^ 
* «»sd  arranged 

?®v1pl#borpte-;. system;,  involving  ! four  i: 
|^^';^^*srlng:::aert-|ce 


our  .;, 
lav 


;4MJj 


ter  : 


Nevertheless.  I brooded,  if  a reporter 
could  somehow  get  to  Coopetf  what  a 
story  there  was  to  be  had.  Not  only  was 
the  crime  daringly  unique,  but  Cooper’s 
letter  suggested  an  extremely  uncommon 
and  thus  potentially  fascinating  mo- 
tive. If  a reporter  was  good  at  his  craft,, 
he  looked  for  this  extra  dimensf  • 


I# 


i Newsweek  magazine  as  correspondent 

■ Los  Angeles  bureau  chief  and  contributing 
editor  for  U years  before  resigning  April 
IS  to  found  LA.  While  with  Newsweek,  hJ 
covered  virtually  every  stgni/ic'arft  civil 

■ rights  story  of  the  turbulent  ’60s.  inkuding 

- Birmingham,  Selma.  Ole  Miss,  LittQFRock 
and  IVatts.  He  covered  the  assassmations 
of  President  John  F.  Kennedy  and  Ws'bro,' 
ther  Robert  and  those  of  Martin  ■luthex 
King  and  Medgar  Evers.  He  was  assigned 
to  Richard  Nixon  during  the  last,  Presi-, 
dential  campaign  and  has  covered  Lyndon 
Johnson,  George  Wallace,  Hubert  Hum- 
phrey, Barry  Goldwater  and  Ronald  Rea- 
pan.  He  also  reported  on  the  Charley  Mat»  ‘ 
son  and  Jack  Ruby  trials  for  Newsweek. 
and  the  trial  of  Pueblo  spy  ship  captain 
Lloyd  .Voucher.  ||j  • r 


dpOPER  ^THOUGHT  ABOUt0UICim-: 

/if/71 /iV  77/a  c//f//?c//  /ris  ^ 
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,>au»ioted  to  take  the  call  and  refer  it  to  . felt  guilty  even  when  stealing  cookies  phase  out  everybody  in  their40s  because 
1 another  number,  where  a friend  was  from  a jar  when  he  was  a child.  . it  would  be  cheaper,  and  better  econo- / 

! stimding  by  with  instructions  to  take  . I He  had  been  married  to  the  same  . mics  to  keep  the  young  blood  coming  in. 
thq  call,  refer  the  caller  to  yet  another  woman  ifor  25  years,  had  never  cheated  If  you  can  suck  the  last  drop  of  gray.j£ 
number- where  I was  waiting-and  then  on  her  once,  belonged  to  the  country,  matter  from  the  ones  you  re.go  o >£.| 
get  out  of  the  house.  In  case  the  call  ‘club,  the  PTA  and  had  been  so  faithful  dump  and  put  it  into  pie  brains  of  the 
L - was  traced  to  that  number,  the  friend  an  upward-aspiring  engineer  at  Boeing  younger  ones,  then is ie< e 

t -would  be  absent  if  anyone  came  knock-  v that  he  carried  two  cheese  sandwiches  money  you  re ^head. 

I in lyW-  lunch  every  day.  and  often  toiled  into  - The  first  shock  passed/ and  Cooper.^ I 

i.|4>  p.m.,1  was  waiting,  and  at  9:10,  the  night  at  his  job.  He  was  a perfect  ; .reahzmi  . h,s 

v;  *T “nr,|  nw^difl™f«rCooDer  - Feathers  His  Neck  two  children  to  support-  wasn’t  too  bad 

Sflif  said  Cooper  was  interested  in  ex:  item: ‘‘You  don’t  laugh  at  motherhood.  ‘ After  all,  this  executive  at  ^Nojhwes^ 

i /plaining  to  the  American  people  the  . You  don’t  laugh  at  tradition,  at  religion,  ^upon 

: reason  for  the  skyjacking,  but  Cooper  Vat  everything  possible  that  a man  could  service  calls,  had  o -£  r-  . _ f $ 

! ; ; wls  having  a hard  time  financially.  He  hold  dear,’’  he  said.  offer  that  •■»  »«•!  to^Se  ^ 

r wasn’t  able  to  spend  the  $200,000,  for  the  item:  “Wh4n  you’re  at  the  football  ..  companies  %he'-North>‘ 

1 '.  mlney  was  hot.  The  FBI  had  the  numbers  game  and  somebody  gets  up  and  sings  me  on  the  Northwest  ^m  jh 

I > - ofjthe  bills,  therefore,  he  wanted  to  sell  < the  ‘Star-Spangled  Banner,’  it  still  makes  west  man  had  been  buttering  W p,^>. 



J -This  was  an  older  woman.  I was  so  dumb.  , phoned  again.  He  was  not  in  the  office, 
J^upon  puSlication^of.  Jthe^story.'-Vl  was  drinking  beer  with  her.  I was  away  . ; the  secretary  said , but 
■ v ^ W’horoe  and  it  was’ Christmas  Eve.  him  call.  He  didn’t.  Cooper  telephoned 

Sh Thomas  Shows  Up  ;;;^V'i::%Vwe  went  to  her  apartment.’ She.  asked  again.  He  was  in  conference,  the  secr^-J 
ext  week,  the  lntermedlaor  came  to^me  jf  j wanted  to  play  cards.  So  1 said ‘J-tary  Said.  Finally,  another.bo}t  M^^^, 
Angeles, jand  we  met  at  the  Airport .£.-ure  / so  we’reiplaying  strip  poker!  For  Shis  .old.  pal -at  Northwest,  his  t 
■iiia!  Hotel,  ^where"  I^b8d;'takenv;a  -. So,  .the  next  thing,  I had  to'go  to^golf  partner/was  avoiding  hi 
m.^f'Seth  Thomas’vwas  a ^plodding, the  bathroom  and  when  I came  >adt1.«^FPUld  be  no  Job..  J*  : 
ikjhairedli/spade-bearded Treal^es-^^g jn  bed  Sol 

life.  His  pride  had  bee^Jiurt^ 

who  r*ots  iin  anrt  coos  fo  work 


If  you’d  just  come  over  ^thinltiiig  of  what  he  would. 
po.,ar?ld P&fttef&ind  warm  me  up  abit.i  Well.  I'm  a pretty  , re*t  c 

ernphs  of  his  client,  pictures  that  looked  r.,n--,-  t “Arv 


; reMont for  thei.kyj*cki«tf.  but  Cooper .j&ft  ;MffeJ;that 

X wu  having  a hard,  time  financially.  He  |hold  de«r,’J  | companiea/.vi^ouH'be^llf^awye, 

Z waant  able  to  spend  the  $800,000,  for  the  J;  It«m:;%.“When  gjwjflgg ^ViSFaXSr 1 me7o1»tl»iH<^eit;t^f^.iW^ 

| money.was  hot  The  Ffil  had  the  number*  £game  and  aomeM^U.^P  ^ m#j|  had  beenib^toW^u® 

lof  the  bilUr  therefore,  he  wanted  to  sell  Sthe  ‘Star-SpangledBarmer,  ttsUll  inakeM  Wm 

$ hi*  . story  for  $«,0Q0.  to  be  paid  in  three  v the  feathers  come  ;up.on  ^y  neck  when  ^ ^ ’hta^m 

% >tgmehts;  »ta,ooo  when  I was  sure  I had  xfI  hear  it  ...  3 tarv  said  he  was  on  anethedUne^d, 

I the^rtght  msnj  ^lS.QOO  when  my  inter^  call  back.  When  he 

lylews -were  completed  (he  suggested  experience  with  a girl, jl  was  lTyem  ohm.j  h d agalrt.He  was  not  lit  the  office,; 
| fllmed'Winterview;  .with.;:  masks); ; and  £%Thls  was  *“  f &•  secretary  said,  but  she^uUfchw 

22S?2SSf^S^SlTKl-:.i-^  -5- -^^tsas^SSfiES 
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LosAngelexTsnd  we.;met  at  the  Airport  ;£.*aure.’  go  we’re  playingatrip  P®*e,V  \ . goif^srtnw,  waiavoUUng^P^^e!* 
Marina  -Hotel,*  where;  I had  taken  :».vre,L  So,  the  next  thing,  V had  to  go  V* ..  . * uld  be  no  Job. ••. 
room.;  “Seth  Thomas’*,  was  e plodding,  .,.  „the  bathroom  and  Then  l came  back,  . out-of-work  'days  pMaefcCeM 

black  haired,:  spade-bearded  v real  es  -tt,ghe  was  in  bed,  So Tsaid  •Well,  ^ dipping  into  hU  , savings. Ahhd 

: Ute  broker  and  investment  counselor  be  going,  IreneAAnd  she  said  Oh,  hl^,  What  he  would  do  with  the 

or  so  he  described'  himself- and  he  x^,  cojd  in  here.  If  you’d  Just  come  over  ^ w§  ufe  Hig  pride  had  been  hurt.; 

brought  with  him  several  Polaroid  photo--  >nd  warn  me  up  a bit, ! Well,  I me  pretty  who  u up  ,nd  g09(  towoi  * 

t graphs  pf  hU  cUent.  pictures  that  looked  V ,harp  fellow.  I Jurt  got  in,  clothes  and . ^ mortllngu.  proud  man,"  he  sat 

J remarkably  like  the  composite  drawing  ,aU.  i tookmy  shoes  off.  Thsts  all  III  * . bee„  nred.  »o  he  suffered  coj^f 
, of  D.B,  Cooper  which  the  FBI  circulated  - tell  you  what  she  gave  me  an  education 

. to  newspapers.  He  V also  ^produced  a ; before  I was  muph  oldor._  • “People  look  at  you  with  a sympathetic^' 

■ paper  containing  three  serial  numbers.  item:  “A  woman  is  different  from  a.  Mf  u the  th,f  kills  you-: 

5 which,  coincided  with  three;,  numbers  man.  A woman  come,  ttom some  < »ther  ^ u the  ono  thing  I could  never 

on  tho  FBI  list.  i ■ V j • /V  Place.  She  come,  from  the  land  of  Nod  p ^ f<j  „ , ^,.  ^1 

: That,  1 told  him;  was-bardly  real  proof,  vor  aqmethlfib.If  doesnt  take /• 

for  nearly  anyone : could  obtain  the  list  the  dominant  role  in  the  bedroom,,  Abortive  Business  Attempts 
c and  copy  numbers  out  of  it  How  about  there’s  something  wrong  with  him.  A He  tried  to  get  a construction  company, 

?■  therealbilUf  • - man  can  go  out  into  an  alley  or  the  back  ing<  but  couldn’t  raise  ;the  papiUi,: 

! As  we  dickered  over  the  interview  fee, -vof  a car  or  something.  But  a woman  hM  Hc  made  an  abortive  attampt  to  go  lnto 

■:  he  promised  the  real  bill*  would  be  to  have  some  feeling  of.  security  in  her„  ^e  house  trailer  bualnese.liut.hp.had, 

' produced. We.agreedona price, $30, 000, i0Vemaking.M  nomoney. 

' and  on  Feb,  18, 1 nervously  boarded  s • item:  "A  man’s  feefing  ^ manhood.  . - ■ grided  his  te^h  and  dldf 

■ Western  fiiffiit  to  Seattle,  carrying  cam-  hls  masculinity,  is  .omething  inimical  to  everything  , he | 

eras,  two  tape  recorders,  and  $30,000  wlth  his  ability  to  proylde  for  himself  fon  he  went  to  the  unemployment 

; in  $20  and  $50  bliu,  concealed  in  several  ,nd  to  earn  a good  Uvin^  When  *11^  *mce  A typically  crUp,  impersonal,^ 

envelopes  and  buried  in  my  tennis  ,udden  he  Is  unable  to  do  this,  if  he  has  ...  woman  bureaucrat,  he  «ald,v 

. equipment  case.  ’ r been  a red-blooded  man  who  stuod  on  interrogated  him  about  his  qualt-f; 

Shortly  after  checking  into  The  Swept  his  feet  and  worked  all  his  Ufe  and priced  then  , uggeated  hi  Uk*  a Job : 

• Wing  Motel  near  the  Seattle  airport  n0  quarter  from  anyone,  asked  for  noth-  *aide.”  He  left  in  a boiling  rage.,; 

Thomas  arrived,  and  minute,  later,  ing,  then  you  in  effect  ^v«e™“'uJ®‘ed  The  humiHation  of  that  experience/ 

Cooper  himself  appeared,  entering  my  this  man.  It  means  cut  the  balls ^off  him.  Th  ^ fit  beiQg  ^red  and  tossed  on,  ; 

•.  room  furtively  from  the  parking  lot.  He,  item:  “I  guess  you  would  have  to  say  ■ iffhK<t,  the  betrayal  of  his  friend, 
was  a nervous,  alightly-built,  balding  that  sex  is  better  on  payday-  - ' n came  together  at  once  and  wash*, 

middle-aged  man  who  wore  a black  rain-!  Hem:  “You  work  h«d  for  Dew  Old  fr-aldlng  anger^ 

black  ahoes  and  black  gloves.  He  Ironworks  and  do  a good  Job  and  put  in  ea  . over  m . 

kept  the  gloves  on  while  he  chain-amok-  your  years  there  and  do  the  best  you  He  couldn’t  get  work.  Hit  pride  was, 
h»  anake  in  a raspy  1 ran  and  make  money- for  them  and  get  j„,«Hnratinc.  He  began  to  contemplate  ; 


kept  the  gloves  on  while  he  chain-smok-  your  years  there  and  do  the  best  you  He  couldn’t  get  work.  His  pride  was, 
ed  filter  cigarettes.  He  spoke  in  a raspy : Can  and  make  money  for  them  ®nd  set  deteriorating.  He  began  to  contemplate  ; 
, voice  that  reminded  me  instantly  of  the.  , along  well  with  everyone  and  you  will  |utdde,  pnii,  he  finally  decided,  would.,. 

Pusbio  spy  ship  commander  Pete  Bucher.  • be  rewarded.  Because  besides  your  P»y  .v.be  the  way.  He  tried,  but  be  c®“ld^|  :i 
Cooper  was  anxious  to  have  the  money  check  and  your  annual  leave  pnd  your  Aq  it  The  catholic  Church  had  InattUed 


Karl  Wlemina  and  D.  B.  Cooper  i; 


jmm 

gfoWmseltf 


|^f®^5^^J?,Ioo<|i?d.  mant  whojstood  ,on^|r  jutceless  .woman"  bureaumliKfi^saidM: 

al*  bIs  life  and  asked  ^coolly  interrogated  him  about  h'isqualis? 

noUiMficatioiis,;  then^suggested  ti£vi$e*a^oW 
thpn yw Ineffetf have emasculated as: an ^“'aide,!*  He . left  in ' a tjoillng'rafeeS 
LsMft the. balls ;ofir  him.^v.The  Kumiliationfi oftthat^’expertence,? 

a'«8ef  at; being  Bred  •nd'rtc«ieil‘:ottf ' 

t’middl^gepufebrw^^^  junkheap,  the  betrayal  of  his  Wehdif 

^co'at^b'lacl^hM^and£blMk>gloveX>tfe^^0n^'r^^j«j<?‘w  ^"j  De®^0^:  ’they  an  came  together  at  once'and  wash%- 

■Wgj  kept  the  gfe$>hile’ ®nd  put  inf:  ed  over  him;  in  tear-scaldlngj  anger^' 

•w’W'tr*  *>“ »m?  -de^°r ?e  -t=“n  “ ~*9*+l 

••***•-  ^*7® ‘^^^^Mr^ecause  besides  your  pay£ 


?)*•”  »«^¥0te^M^lh^Seat6e?airporti 

,;  Cooler . himself  "appeared^ entering  mj 
^r^room7fuitlveIy,<frdm'the'v’parkihg  lot  Hi 


■ Cooper  wasanxious  to  have  the  mor 


handed  over,  But-I'insUted  on  ®“d  y°”r  annual  leave  and  yourV  ■ • ■-"**  He  lried'  but  he  couldn’t 

the  real  mLv  ^ i vacation-  if  you  get  a little  higher  up, 


extracted  ^waltet  you  can look  forward  to ’a  bonus’and  the  ■ to°  stron8»y  in  him  that  suicide,  like  Karl  Fleming  and  D.  B.  Cooplr-^;  t j 

numbers  against  the  FBI  • At  bome  eveiy  day.  he  read ‘a  l<rt of  ' !-*  ?“U"nCe  corap_anSes‘  ‘hey*r|  trying 


suicide.  Pills,  he  finally  decided, 'would' 
be  the  way.  He  tried,  but  he  couldn’t'- 
do  it  The  Catholic  Church  had  instilled 


the  insurance  companies,  they’ 

matched. .^i. V»« . -was  **-  Cooper,  and  that  was  newsp^peyThey iS.1*1*1--  the  money’  They’re  buy 
Cooper  asked  if  I would  like  tolmve* • £ ,*ay(  h*had  ,lVed  bis  .hf*>  Patiently  stories,  which  he  read  alter J vaillj  They’re  Ioa,un*  m®ney.  They’n 
the  three  $20  bills. ‘‘And  I have  $199,940  'a"!  r°^’.  °bey,"g  tbe  ™,es’  searching  the  classified  job  section  'ngsI^scraPers-  They’re  into  everything, 

more  of  them  buried  in  the  ground  that  ’*tnd  1 *««  to  cash- in  on  the  American  . >•*••.  • And  then  you  get  thoughts  likfe:  how 

•i  zsr&'z?*  ssfe 

• ’ ’ I continued  tn  host!  t ' am  r-  . . one  day  when  he  went  to  his  Boeing  desk  lax,  almost  non-existent.  So  I started  lowance,”  Cooper  said.  ■ • V-J  Hu-  ‘ 

; I continued  to  hesitate,  prodding  Coop-  . and  found  a pink  slip  of  dismissal.  He  *«  --t.ii-  ^ - pe  s ■ ...... -j 

er  to  yield  up  details  of  the  hijacking-  'was  crushed.  t 

few  of  which  had  appeared  In  the  press.  ;,  “it  made  me  feel  just  like  Hie  first 
He  began  hesitantly,  but  soon  con-  time  I jumped  out  of  an  airplane. 


^£i"C®d  "J®.1  had  the  rigbt  man-  Subse-  just  bereft  of'  everything  that’s  inside 
^quently  I handed  over  the  money,  with  you,  that’s  all,”  he  said. . . 

*b®  ■ He  was  being  ^placed,  he  discovered, 

o ""v*  by  a man  15  years  his  junior,  a junior 


er’s  legal  defense  were  he  caught.  What 
helped  convinced  me  was  what  Cooper 
said  was  his  motive.. 


he  had  carefully  trained.  He  had 
„ ...  been  a believer,  an  unquestioning  cog. 

”®  i*3*!,  raised  in  an  authoritarian  but  now  a jolt  of  hard  truth  hit  him: 


' Catholic  household.  Cooper  said,  and  “You’re  dead  wood.  If  they  could,  they  'd 


-i  in  ro  «r  in  vc  r 


to  organize,  mentally,  to  do  this.  I would 
go  on  with  everyday  living.  But  I would 
begin  to  think  about  this  in  earnest” 
■ Then  followed  a period  of  moral 
wrestling:  "There’s  the  code:  you  can’t 
take  what’s  not  yours.  But  wait  a minute. 
Who  says  it’s  not  mine?  Where  would 
this  money  come  from?  Either  the  stock- 
holders or  the  company  that  insures 
them.  Now,  wait  a minute.  Insurance. 
Who  has  a strangle  hold  on  the  American 
economy?  Insurance  companies.  And 


- ^faP- 

So  he  planned.  “I  didn’t  want  .lb  give 
anything  I had  up,  and  in  order  tt>  even 
maintain  what  I had,  I had  to  doLsome- 
thing.  And  then  I was,  if  you’ll  Va rtfad 
the  expression^  very  much  pissed  off 
right  then.  So  more  and  more,  I planned, 
for  over  a year,  and  still  I was  not  sure  , 
I would  go  through  with  it  But  my  bit- 
terness was  changing  to  hard  cynicism.”  ; 

If  he  did  it,  how  much  money  would  he' 
ask?  Had  he  worked  at  Boeing  to  retire- 
ment, his  annual  income,  with  company  ■■ 


M/UOr  00  <T>  o 


^4  n n <»  vmc  r-  oo  cn  o 
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t . whm. 

.■Jvv  \; ..  • ' - * 1:.  ‘ V4  ■*:  < •.  ■-..■-*•.••  v . ^ !°  ■ ':  ■.  • •'  ' .•  .-2  J-nijiK-  fulfills  andthelr.  «*c*pe  through  drug*.  WeU,'^ 

«**"  : ^$15^ 

“homi.."  Investment  counselor.  whQ.  Mid.,-  ..^  ,■  !r  favor ,»  ho  Mid.  *!>  .bowa  them  ^ 

X approached  him  several  time. pre-  .f  Wax  in  Ears  X .It  con  be  don*  You  dont  Uva  toh^f  wii“S«i  ^yad  to  the  EoUbltobmant 

vIaii*  ehnnt  nuttlnfi  hi*  money  into  land..W  when  we  finished  some  eight  hours  a that  hMacks* • Ana.,  i proyeu  .• 


x,  > .y 


benefits  and  his  tew  — --- 

about'  $12,000.  He  went  to  Seth  that 

investment  counselor.  ;WhQ  -said 


coming  than -the  rat  race  hilL^fe 

he11  his  fantasy  and  travel?  make  another  ijuinp  tomorrow. 

anything.  I’ve,  done  the  people  a > . ^ake  on^  10  years  from  now.  God  4 '- 
favor  " he  said.  “I’ve  shown  them  that \&,  ....  -•  v«„  hat" ' 1 

had  approached  him  several  ume»  F*v-  ^ »»«*.»  — - , : '*•  «eht  hours'  lt  can  be  done.  You  dont  have  to  be . proVed  to  tlU  ttotabltahment 

vious  ibout  putting  his  money  into  land.  ^ Whei  we  finished  some  eight  ho«»  stereotyped  individual;  thatjhUac^^  P fadeless  number.  I’m 

How  Inch  of  a capital  sum.  Cooper  :of  taped  interviews  he  put  on  make-up  ^ You  don>t  have  to  evenraise.-that^mnou'  j proved 

askedfwould  Vman  have  to  invest  to  and  a wool  cap  and  allowed  h>mseli  to  • ^ . v£)ice.  you  don’t  have  to  £e  any  stlU  |> 

“f*,,  L annual  income  of  about  $12,000?  be  filmed  by  a freelance  cameraman*  violence.  You , don’t  have  to  .use  ;an^j  , bilantly  x packed  my  film,  my  tapes.  :■  i: , , 

Thomts  took  his  pencil  and  worked  it  - soundman  I had  bl?ught  up  ee  threats,  and  you  can  still  tell  that ; copies  of  the  biUS  and  headed  home. 

JJJ  1250  000.  Cooper  thought  about  in  structing  them  to  hear  nothin*.  • where  to  go  and  not  jeopardize  all  those  ^ y J*  euphoric  when  the  plane  , 

SttttSSded  his  needs  were  modest,  ? nothing,  ask  no  4ues Uo»j ^1  made  them  , sho*ed  them  their  ^ Angeles.  I felt  that  if  I 

so  hXcaled  down  the  figure  to  $200,000.  - stick  wads  of wax : 1 *dr*ade  thiem  system  doesn’t  work.  wrote  another  story,  I had  justi-  ^ 

And  that  was  bow  he  decided  to  hijack  ^1  interviewed  Co  P » when  r He  “never  dreamed  I would  be  saying  ^ - «^|s^nce#  by  creating  some- -t 

'£j£££t£m  thed  V^JSSS!  TZ  ^Z  anything  ^against 

ij*  After  relating  how  he  Wjncked  ;.<i but  here  he  had  hijacked  this  ,pl*ne £ a^«tand  presumed  to  imagine-  a^ a 

! plan!  and* drove  home  in  his  car  with  * M^tobefitaed.  with  cold  vengeful  rage.  Now  be  classic  commentary^ on; American jsp-JW 


iMys 


i And  hat  was  how  he  decided  to  Mack  1 P camera  when 


'.plan*  and  drove  home  tn  his  JJf  W‘tb  ^®a°  afternoon,  we  rode -along  with 


crime,  or  over  the^ * 

I'  sibilfty  that  he  might  encourage  others  . . t me  aU  the  key  spots'  in 

;«•  4w  hU.«ki«-  As  we  drove,  he  filed 

•"  m.  Would  he  get  back  tn  „ 


jiu  a hijacking,  as  we.  «»«**,  — 

^|U  whe.  . fK-d  »“  W0“"1 1 f ‘ .“  . 
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-^v  □ T.:  $100,007'.  Life  Subscription;^;^";  - 

■ me  Westwood  BltSfc  > & ,^(.:  □• ; ; *2.50'  . LA  Shoulder  Bag. V;;. 7?:'  ;. 
Los  Angeles,  California 90024  %•  □ Please  bill  me.  . •.' : 


I ""  '•  ■*  • ^tt? H |8l§" : 
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Continued  from  10th  Page 
ad  in  newspapers  around 
Oregon  and  Washington, 
asking  Cooper  to  contact 
him. 

Later,  while  Fleming  and 
millionaire  Max  Palevsky 
were  organizing  LA,  an  in- 
termediary offered  to  put 
the  n e w s m a n in  contact 
with  Cooper— for  $30,000. 
Palevsky  put  up  the  money 
and  Fleming  flew  up  to 
meet  Cooper,  dragging 
along  two  tape  recorders,  a 
motion  picture  camera, 
two  cameramen  and  $30,- 
000  in  cash. 

The  headline  on  the 
third  ar.d  final  installment 
■ read:  "Is  D.  B.  Cooper  the 
real  D.  B.  Cooper?"  There 
is  considerable  reason  for' 
doubt,  since  the  men  who 
police  say  talked  to  Flem- 
ing — and  who  allegedly 
took  his  $30,000  — have 
been  arrested  by  the  FBI 
on  charges  of  defrauding 
Fleming  of  his  money. 
Arrested  Before  Story 
The  arrest  took  place  on 
May  2,  long  before  Flem- 
ing wrote  his  story  for  LA. 

Why  did  Fleming  pub- 
lish the  story  in  a manner 
that  led  some  readers,  un- 
' aware  of  the  fraud  arrest, 
to-  believe  that  the  early 
installments  were  the  real 

^Fleming  doesn't  feel  that 
the  initial  installment  was 
deceptive,  noting  that 
"there  were  disclaimers  m 
it.”  referring  to  two  lines 
near  the  end:  "The  fore- 
going narrative  was  relat- 
ed to  me  by  the  man  1 be- 
lieved to  be  Cooper  . . - 
and,  "Doubts  about  wheth- 
er I had  the  right  man 
would  ar  ise  later.  . 

■I  wanted  the  reader  to 
.esjfenenceTTt  just  exactly 


as  I did,"  Fleming  says. 
"It's  an  adventure  story, 
as  much  about  me  as 
about  D.  B.  Cooper,  and  I 
wanted  to  put  the  reader 
in  my  shoes.  If  the  reader 
was  reasonably  alert,  he 
'would  have  seen  in  the 
press  that  these  guys  had 
been  busted  by  the  FBI." 

If  the  man  Fleming  in- 
terviewed was  not  D.  B. 
Cooper  — and  Fleming 
isn’t  totally  sure  he  was 
not  the  hijacker— then  he 
was  a masterful  con  man, 
to  hear  Fleming  tell  it. 

Paid  at  First  Sleeting 
”1  gave  Him  the  whole 
$30,000  at  our  first  meet- 
ing, after  I was  convinced 
I'.-.it  this  v.vs  li.  B.  C...p- 
e:,’  Fleming  says.  “At  that 
point  a con  man  would 
have  taken  the  money  and 
run  like  hell,  but  this  guy, 
Coooer,  came  • back  and 
submitted  himself  to  eight 
hours  of  taped  interviews. 
30  minutes  of  filmed  inter- 
views axtu  still  photo- 
graphs. His  intermediary 
sicned  a contract  (saying 
the  $30,000  would  be  used 
for  Cooper's  legal  defense) 
with  his  real  name  and  left 
his  fingerprints  all  over 
the  contract." 

The  story  was  to  have 
been  in  .the  opening  issue 
of  LA.  To  avoid  charges  of 
•aiding  a fugitive  from  jus- 
tice, Fleming  turned  his 
material  over  to  the  FBI 
10  days  before  publication 
(he  had  told  Cooper  not  to 
tell  him  anything  he 
didn't  want  the  police  to 
know.)  Included  were  Xe- 
rox copies  of  the  $20  bills 
Fleming  had  been  shown 
as  proof  of  Cooper's  identi- 
ty. The  serial  numbers 
matched  those  on  the  list 
of  ransom  bills  but  FBI 
documents  experts  said 
that  the  photocopies  indi- 
cated that  the  bills  were 
counterfeit. 

With  all  the  information 


Fleming’s  sui?iects_ha d 
supplied,  the  FBI  had  no 
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A NON-STORY — When  LA.  beoan  this  series  it  knew — but  didn  t 
tell  its  readers— that  its  "D.  3.  Cooper"  was  not  .an  oiroicne 
Kijackcr  but,  according  to  F3I  charges,  only  a con  man. 
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ST  AH  PITKIN  © 

United  Stages. Attorney 

1012  United  States  Courthouse 
Seattle,  Washington  9810*1 

(206)  *1*12-7970 
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UNITED  STATES  DISTRICT  COURT 
■ WESTERN  DISTRICT  OF  WASHINGTON 
AT  SEATTLE 


UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

Plaintiff, 
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WILLIAM  JOHN  LEWIS,  a/k/a, 

JACK  LEWIS , and  DONALD  SYLVESTER 
MURPHY , 

Defendants. 
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INFORMATION 


The  United  States  Attorney  Charges  that: 

COUNT  I 

. . 1.  Beginning  on  or  about  February  1,  1972  and 
continuing  thereafter  through  or  about  May  2,  197*  > wiulna| 
the  Western  District  of  Washington,  defendants-  WILLIAM  -^|g 
LEWIS  (also  known  as  Jack  Lewis)  and  DONALD  SYLVESTER 
MURPHY  devised  and  intended  to  devise  a scheme  and  artifiC|| 
to  defraud  Karl  Payne  Fleming,  Newsweek  Magazine,  Platypus^ 
Pubications,  and  other  persons,  businesses  and  corporation^ 
-.by  means  of  the  following  false  and  fradulent  pretenses-, 
•'representations  and  promises,  well  knowing  the  same  woulc  ^ 
be  and  were  false  when  made,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  ^ 
^^in-^s^^OO^y  means 


ax  !•>:  "i’-J’i 


2.  ^Tv/as  a part  of  ca-i  scheiiflPand  artiTiTe  to 

. do  fraud,  th^  on©r  about*  February  1,  ?^2,®ILLIAM'CJ0HN  - r ?K*  ^|| 
LEV.' IS  phoned  Karl  Fleming  in  Los  Angel-os,  California;  that  'i*f| 
defendant  LEWIS  identified  himself  as  "Seth  Thomas"  and  £ % 

told  Fleming  that  he  could  arrange  an  interview  'between  |‘J| 

Fleming  and  "D.  B.  Cooper."  _ ♦ % 

3.  It  -was  further  a part  of  said  scheme  and  artifice.  }~  |j| 

to  defraud  that  on  or  about  February  13,  1972,  defendant  gj|| 
WILLIAM  JOHN  LEWIS  made  a reservation  for  Karl  Fleming  at  • j£jg 
the  Swept  Wing  Inn,  Seattle,  Washington.  iv|k 

*1 . It  v;as  further  a part  of  salcT  scheme  and  artifice  rjs 
to  defraud  that  on  or  about  February  16,  1972,  defendant 
WILLIAM  JOHN  LEWIS  met  with  Fleming  -at  the  Swept  Wing  Inr; ; ^ 

Seattle,  Washington,  and ' informed  Fleming  that  an  ir.tervie 
with  "D..  B.  Cooper"  would  be  arranged  by  WILLIAM  JOHN  LEWI 
for  the  sum  of  $*15,000,  payable  in  three  installments:  and 
that  defendant  WILLIAM  JOHN  LEWIS  knew  said  representation 
and  promise  would  be  and  was  false  when  made. 

5.  It  was  further  a part  of  said  scheme  and  artific. 
to  defraud  that  on  or  about  February  23,  1972,  defendants 
WILLIAM  JOHN  LEWIS  and  DONALD  SYLVESTER  MURPHY  met  with  kJ 
Fleming  at  the  Edgewater  Inn,  Seattle,  Washington,  and 
represented  that  defendant  MURPHY  was  "D.  B.  Cooper,"  well 
knowing  said  representation  would  be  and  was  false  when 


6.  It  was  further  a part  of  said  scheme  and  artifice 
v • ~ 

tOi  defraud  that  on  or  about  February  23,  1972,  defendants 

WILLIAM  JOHN  LEWIS  and  DONALD  SYLVESTER  MURPHY  took  the  su 

of  $30,000  from  Karl  Fleming  as  payment  for  an  interview 

r-'y--?-?-  y V 5EEI “ ‘r:~; 


7.  "fuas  further  a part  of  JRd' scheme  and  art  if 
to  th©  on  or  about  Fobruar^?23^-S72, 'dofcnEr.t 

DONALD  SYLVESTER  MURPHY  represented -himself  to  be  the  pc- 
known  as  "D.  B.  Cooper”  for  the  purpose  of  being  intorvi 
by  Karl  Fleming,  well  knowing  said  representation  would 

and  was  false  when  made.  - . 

8.  On  or  about  February  1 6,  1972,  defendants  NIL. 
JOHN  LEWIS  and  DONALD  SYLVESTER  MURPHY,  having  devised  c 
intended  to  devise  the  aforesaid  scheme  and  artifice  to 
defraud,  and  for  obtaining  money  by  means  of  false  and 
fraudulent  pretenses,  representations  and  promises,  ci^d 
induce  Karl  Fleming  to  travel  in,' and  be  transported  e.v 
interstate  commerce  from  Los  Angeles,  Calico.  ^ic.  <.0 
Washington,  within  the.  Western  District  of  Washington, 
the  execution  of  the  aforesaid  scheme  ahd  artifice  to 
! defraud  Karl  Fleming,  Newsweek  Magazine,  and  Platypus 
Publications  of  money,  in  excess  of  $5,000. 

All  in  violation  of  Title  18  U.S.C.  §231^  and  §2. 


1.  The  United  States  Attorney  realleges  all  of  th 
allegations  contained  in1 2 * * 5 Count  I,  paragraphs  1 thndugh  7 
of  this  Information. 

2.  On  or  about  February  20,  1972,  defendants  WIoL 
JOHN  LEWIS  and  DONALD,  SYLVESTER  MURPHY,  having  devised  £ 
intended  to  devise  the  aforesaid  scheme  and  artifice  to 
defraud,  and  for  obtaining  money  by  means  of  false  and 

fraudulent ‘pretenses,  representations  and  promises,  di a 

induce  Karl  Fleming  to  travel  in,  and  be  transporter  in 

interstate  commerce  from  Los  >: Angeles , California  to 


Washington,  in  j 


|c  execution  of  the  afore  | 
& 


I d sd'home-and*. 


artifice  ©defraud  Karl  Fleming,  Newsweek  Magazine, ' and 

■ ’•  - - 

Platypus  Publications  of  money  in  excess  of  $5,000.' 

All  in  violation  of  Title  18  U.S.C.  §231*1  and  §2. 

COUNT  III 

-■  1.  Beginning  on  or  about  February  1,  1972,  and 
continuing  thereafter  through  or  about  May  2,  1972,  within 
the  Western  District  of  Washington,  defendants  WILLIAM  JGH' 
LEWIS  and  DONALD  SYLVESTER  MURPHY,  did  willfully  and  unlaw 
fully  combine,  conspire  and  agree  together  and  with  other 
unknown  persons,  to  commit  offenses  against  the  United  - 
States,  to  wit,  to  violate  Section  231*1,  Title  18  U,3.C._. 
by  devising  a scheme  and  artifice  to  defraud  Karl  Fleming, 
Newsweek  Magazine , and  Platypus  Publications  of  money  in 
, excess  of  $5,000,  by  means  of  false  and  fraudulent  pretenc 
representations  and  promises  and  in  execution  thereof  co 
induce  Karl  Fleming  to  travel  in  and  be  transported  in 
interstate  commerce  from  Los  Angeles,  California  to 
Seattle,  Washington.  • 

2.  It  was  part  of  said  conspiracy  that  defendant': 
WILLIAM  JOHN  LEWIS  would  contact  Karl  Fleming  and  convince 
him'  that  defendant  LEWIS  knew  the  true  identity  of  an 
alleged  aircraft  hijacker  known  as  "D.  B.  Cooper"  and  that 
defendant  LEWIS  could  arrange  an  exclusive  interview  bet we 
Fleming  and  "D.  B.  Cooper."  - 

*J  3.  It  was  further  a part  of  said  conspiracy  that 
defendant  WILLIAM  JOHN  LEWIS  demanded  $115,000  for  the 


interview 


6 


Jj . It  was  further  a pa  of  said  conspiracy  that- 
de  fend  ants  h£LLIAM  JOHN  LEWIS  and  DON.  D SYLVESTER  MURPHY 
would  represent  defendant  MURPHY  as  "D.  B.  Cooper"  an-  ae 
would  be  interviewed  by  Karl  Fleming. 

5.  In  furtherance  of  the  said  conspiracy  the 
defendants  performed  the  following  overt  acts: 

(1)  On  or  about  February  1,  1972,  defendant  . " 
WILLIAM  JOHN  LEYJIS  telephoned  Karl  Fleming  at  Los  Angeles , 

California.  • •=-  - j 

(2)  On  or  about  February  13,  1972.  defendant  j 
WILLIAM  JOHN  LEWIS  made  a reservation  for  Karl  Fleming  at  ; 
the  Swept  YJing  Inn,  Seattle,  Y.rashington . 

(3)  On  or  about  February  16,  1972,  defendant 
WILLIAM  JOHN  LEWIS  met  with  Karl  Fleming  au  the  Swept  Wing  ;£ 

i 

Inn,  Seattle,  Y’ashingtcnu  ^ 

(4)  On  or  about  February  23,  1972,  defendants 
WILLIAM  JOHN  LEWIS  and  DpNALD  SYLVESTER  MURPHY  met  with  > 
Karl  Fleming. 

i (5)  On  or  about  February  23,  1972,  defendant 

DONALD  SYLVESTER  MURPHY,  posing  as  "D.  B.  Cooper"  partici- 
pated in  an  interview  with  Karl  Fleming. 

All  in  violation  of  Title  18  U.S.C.  §371- 


1.  The  United  States  Attorney  realleges  all  of  the  | 
Allegations  contained  in  Count  I,  paragraphs  I through  7,  jp 
of  this  Information. 

2.  On  or  about  February  1,  1972,  defendants  WiLLIAM 
roused  to  be  transmitted,  .certain  messages  bv.  moans 


Seattle,  Washington,  andJLos . Angeles  , Cal^^n^a,  , lor,  ty 
purpose  o^xecuting  the  aforesaid  s/T rise  ana  artifice^tc 
defraud.  • 

All  in  violation  of  Title  l8  U.S.C.  §13^3  and 
DATED  this  /%  ""'day  of  July,  1972. 


/s/  Stan  Pitkin 
STAN  PITKIN 

United  States  Attorney 


3 Tram  Pricing  - 1'tmr  Years  Later,;/” 
j Lourn  •.  Phelps.  Cliief  of  "Police,  at""1 
Sgt.  Lome  Hurinon,  Police  Department, 
J . Richni) : <J,  Calif..  December  1972.  vol.  41, 
0 No.  12.  p.  2. 
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Centralization  of  State  I.aw  Knforcement 
O Agencies,  by  lion.  James  J.  Ifegarty,  Di- 
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Can  Yotrldentify  This  p 
Hijacker? 


A lone  white  male  using  the  name 
Dan  Cooper  hoarded  Northwest 
Oiient  Airlines  Flight  No.  305  at 
Portland,  Oreg.,  on  November  24, 
1971.  At  approximately  3:22  p.m., 
while  the  flight  was  en  route  to  Seat- 
tie  Wash.,  lie  indicated  to  a stew- 
a:-  ass  that  his  briefcase  contained  a 
bomb  which  would  blov,  up  the  plane 
unless  his  demands  were  met. 

Tlie  hijacker  demanded  $200,000 
am:  four  parachutes  in  exchange  for 
the  safety  of  the  36  passengers 
aboard  the  plane-.  When  the  aircraft 
lauded  at  Seattle,  Northwest  Orient 
Airlines  complied  with  his  instruc- 
t'd' ..s.  After  he  received  the  parachutes 
and  money,  the  hijacker  allowed  all 
passengers  and  two  of  the  airline 
stewardesses  to  deplane. 

He  then  ordered  the  remaining  crew 
members  into  the  first-class  section  of 
the  aircraft  and  informed  them  he 
desired  to  fly  to  Mexico  City.  The  hi- 
jacker instructed  that  the  plane  pro- 
ceed in  a southerly  direction  and  fly  at 
a low  altitude  and  slow  speed  which  en- 
abled the  rear  door  of  the  plane  to  be 
opened  duripg  the  flight. 


Arc Middle  40’s. 

Height .j  ’Vet  10  inrhe* 


smooth. 

Dark  brown  or  black, 
parted  on  left, 
’■embed  hack.. 

I’ursilily  brown.  Dur- 
ing latter  part  of 


S apparel...  Black  „r  brown 


paper  bag— 4 by -12j 
by  14  irotagg 


The  hijacker  apparently  bailed  out 
somewhere  between  Seattle  and  Reno, 
Nev.,  where,  when  the  plane  landed,  it 
was  determined  that  "Cooper,”  two 
parachutes,  and  the  ransom  money 
had  disappeared. 


Artist  conception  drawings  of  '.he 
aircraft  hijacker  were  prepared  bv  the 
FBI  Exhibits  Section  and  are  con- 
sidered an  excellent  likeness.  He  is 
described  as  follows: 
ltacc White. 


Remarks Very  polite  at 


Anyone  having  any  information  orf 
know  ledge  believed  to  refer  i-j  t'lisi&jS 
dividual,  please  notify  Lite  ASting 
m rector  of  the  Fcdu;d  Bureau  of  Iffijg 
restigation,  Washington,  D.C.  20535^ 
or  ihc  Special  Agent  in  Charge  of  t$|§ 
nearest  FBI  field  office,  the  leiephcnfS 
number  of  wltich  appears  on  the 

lories.  ' /„y.;j||§ 


“FINDER”  BEGINS  M 
OPERATION  « 

A jwototype  automatic  fingerpriinji 
reader  systent,  known  as  "FlNliERSB 
which  utilizes  advanced  optical 
ning  techniques  and  a computer ftgi 
automatically  classify,  sea:ih.  jqtSs 
compare  fingerprints,  is  now  ir.  o.ner^S 
tion  in  the  Identification  Division  o|f§ 
the  FBI.  The  equipment  will  peniiij|j 
the.  FBI  to  test,  evaluate,  and  perfejgtj 
on  the  job  its  theories  of  automatic*! 
fingerprint  identification  which.  wiieteS 
fully  operational,  will  insure  gru.idy^l 
increased  operating  efficiency  ..I 
sultant  economies  to  the  Govern  rheilt^l 

Q FBI  Law  Enforcement  Bulletin 


ftbempm-blowntTbanksgiving  Bve  of  November 
calling  j himself  ,"/).#/  Cooper “ 
parachuted  lout,  ofitbebelly\  of  a Northwest  Orient 
Airlines  '727)  jetliner  somewhere-  between  ■ Seattle  and 
: Reno.Strappedto  pis  waist  was'e  packet  stuffed  with 
10,000}  twenty-dollar  bills,  tbe,  ransom  be  bad  received 

!:  •nhila  knldima  |(m  (if/iM’t  rwtn  tinttaa*  a t VaattlaJTarnMaa 


considerable* fforf verifying  tbe  interview— we"  have  yetf, 
Wgt-to  find  a flaw.. With' tbe  missing  20  dollar  bill  which  tbe 
'.£>|  interviewer  ptppHed.we  must  conclude' that  wbat  you 


wbilebolding  tpe plane's  crew  hostage  at  Seattle-Tacoma 
International  Airport . &£  „ ^j,.,  jj.  ; ' v 

'Ag-Swce  (bf*»  tbe^PBl;:sssisfed  by  state  and  county 
£•;;  Mfflten  and  by  .battalions  of  fils -from  Port  Lewis  have 
spent,  '.countless'  hours}: •■and'1-'  many  ^ thousands'  of 
■ ■ * taxpayers  'dollars  trying  to  find  Cooper. 

-.'is™ I-  But  Cooperrtbe  name  tbe  hijacker  used  at  Portland 
; wJbe».'  boardings  Flight  No.  305,  Northwest's 
' transcontinental  “ milk  run"  wbicb  emanated  at  National 


ifi  it,Hc’*U?eir  ^$nbt| 
yoqr  fvpily  get  suspicious?!] 
1 don’t'  family,1 


j Airport  in  Washington,  D.C.-b as  evaded  bis  would-be 

\ ' iT  ” ■,  captors  with  tbe  same  style  and  elan  be  exhibited  i- 


,r  pulling  tbe  most  bizarre  caper,  ini  tbe  history  of  aerial 
\y'\ piracy.'  ■■  , ,,  ‘ ' . .,  . 

J . > Goaded' by  public  adoration  of  the  skyjacker,  and 

S',  rankled  almost  to  tears  by  such  Coopermaniacal  items  as 
f . ballads  ("D.B.  Cooper,  Wbere\  Are  You  Now"),  D.B. 

; Cooper  sweatshirts,  and  even  memorial  bikini  panties, 
A tbe  Seattle  office  of  tbe  FBI  bos  sworn  to  scour  every 
[ inch  of  terrain  between- Sea-Tac  and  Reno  to  track 
down  tbeir  man.  At  this  writing  it  looks  very  much  as  if 
, Mr.  Hoover’s  minions  may  have  to  do  exactly  that. 

■■  ,0%e  media  bos  been  just  as  eager  for  clues  to  Cooper’s 
• wffSreabouts , bis  true  identity,  bis  motives.  Locally,  the 
. W offered  a $5,000  reward  under  tbeir  Secret  Witness 
crime  fighter  series  Tbe  Seattle  Times*  while  gently 
chiding  editorially  those  who  would  adulate  Cooper,  bas 
pretty  much  kept  its  button-down  cool  about  tbe  whole 
thing. 

Now,  into  this  lacuna-filled  tangle  of  pop  heroism, 
electronic  legend  and  FBI  fumbling  steps  tbe  Seattle 
Flag  with  an  authentic,  first-person,  totally  exclusive 
. interview  with  D.B.  Cooper  himself. 

■ Elsewhere  in  this  issue  we  have  explained  something 
about  bow  that  worldwide  scoop  was  obtained,  and  tbe 
lengths  to  wbicb  tbe  Flag  is  prepared  to  go  to  protect 
tbe  anonymity  of  "D.B.  Cooper".  In  no  way  do  we 
either  condone  or  condemn  Cooper's  crime;  our  task  is 
to  simply  report  tbe  news,  from  any  viable  source. 

All  we  promised,  in  return  for  this  interview,  was  that 
—we  would  under  no  circumstances - including  grand  jury 


eyewitnesses  don’t  see.  They  were  fifteen  pounds  .and' 

two  inches  off.  And  thai  artist’s  picture  stunk.  If  I were  - and  windy.  , ■,)  •}  X. 

* a vain  man,  I’d  sue  him  for  libel.  But  I’ve  got  no  reason  • . ANON « Can  you  give  us  some  more  dctriW,!; 
to  complaint.  #\  ^'.^^OOOPEilrl ju*t 

ANON:  Why  are  you  here,  of  all  places?  ;.  . , f‘  ANONj  I jncan.'uh^itiorc  step  by  stcp  d 

COOPER.  Why  not?  \ • , V 0 .y . V ’ V/  ^ 

ANON.  Well,  the  papers  say  you’re  in  Mexico,  or  stairs.and  thebackdQoritwasfuckingcoU,'B^w"l« 
South  America.  ~ , . 1 think  I read.  I had  prepared  myself  as  much  asydu;<?a 

COOPER}  And  that's  where  the . authorities  are  with  gloves  and  longjohjns,.butthcrc’sa  liniit^to'hoM^ 
looking,  right?  . You  doh’t  escape  just  by  crossing  ' much  protection  you  can  bring  along  on  a businasV^l(t| 


borders;  look  at  James  Earl  Ray.  The  trick  is  not  to  be  1 from  Portland  to  Seattle,  (llpghing)  It  would 

they  didn't  - a bit  suspicious  if  I had  come  aboard in ijjtq 


where  they  thjnk  you’ll  be.  For  instance,  they 
. expect  anyone  to  hijack  a plane  in  the  Northwest,  and 
they  didn’t  expect  a parachutist,  and...  well.  I’m  sure 
you  catch  my  drift.  I’m  not  in  Mexico  or  South  America  ■ 
• yet,  so  don’t  believe  everything  you  read  in  the  papers. 

ANON : How  long  did  it  take  you  to  plan  the 
skyjacking? 

• COOPER:  A year,  six  months.  I had  the  notion  for  a 
long  time,  but  I' didn’t  scan  the  ground  work  until  June. 
Something  happened  which  made  me  think  it  was  time 
to  do  it. 

ANON:  What  was  that? 

COOPER:  Skip  it.  It  would  take  too  long  to  explain. 

ANON : Tell  us  how  you  got  the  idea. 

COOPER:  It  came  to  me  while  1 was  watching  TV. 
Hijackers  before  me  had  always  been  first  class  fools. 
Can  you  imagine  anything  more  stupid  than  risking  the 
death  penalty  because  you  .want  to  go  to  Cuba  right 


suspicious  il 

with  Eddie  Bauer  sub-artic  gear  and  a spomdM 
would  have  had  quite  a time  fitting  into  l5D^'K*'^'il 
ANON.  I guess  so,  but  did  you',  back  on  (tic 
jump  immediately  after. you  opened  the 

COOPER.  Hell,  no;  That  , would  have,  been? 
dead  giveaway.  1 had,  to  wait  until  I was  over ’fin 
touchdown  area.  This  is  where  the  FBI  screwed  up. ‘ 

At  the  “appropriate"  time  1 went  back  past  all  (nose 
empty  seats  to  the  stairs,  Christ,  it  was  noisy.  Next  time 
I’ll  have  something  better  than  kleenex  for  car. plugs.. Iff 
cried  to  walk  down  all  the  stairs.  About  the  tenth  stepa  l’|| 
think  it  was,  I stepped  off,  It  was  all  wind  and.gravity|f 
after  that. 


ANQN : Were  you  aware  that  planes  were  following 
the  Northwest  727?  • ' vl' 

' COOPER.  Yes,  I couldn't  sec  them  in  the plan*  or^Jjp 

, „ _ during  my TaU,  but  there  is  NO  way  1 could  mis*  hearing^  • - • : 

now.  Hell,  you  want  to  go  to  Cuba,  charter  a boat,  or  go  ' ,5$*thcm  once  I bailed  out.  Knowing  how  close  McChprd  is 
to  Mexico.  Their  airline  isn’t  so  bad.  , to  Sea>Tac,  1 would  have  had  to  be  awfully  stupid  hot  to ?} 

These  guys  who  get  so  worked  up  about  politics  are  , figure. on  having  company  as  we  flew  south  down  Vector 

rick.  v...  •’  I(  wa*  a calculated  risk.  That  is  why  1 jumped  in  bad.j  y}i 

mnifitmni'W  fnr'mnnm  ,.  WMttlw  nlwHt  I ««m«,  I l..c»  , 


1 


ANON:; A nice  ironic  touch4. 

J COOPER:  Yeah,  one  of  manySjj$^  ^ 

. ANON:. ..So  you  got  to  know  the.727  from  the  inside1 


•'to^o^Whi^^’i^^^^whicc^.^iw^Tuomelydyl 

Vouidj^'ythat.  Milnes  citaracter  ju'Jt  how'much  rrioncy' 

hW^spending^^^  Ibctit’s  k^rett^penny;^!!^.,, , „ 

nvZr' out.  What  attracted  you  to  the  plane  as  being  ideal  for  a**? 
;t|y  ANON:  Ndvii;  do  you^know  his  parachute  $kyjack?0*ri^ 

COOPER  thread  the ’papers  just  likceycryoncelsc.^^'.  COOPER:  First  of  all,  the  alignment' of  the  three!*'' 
V Aftcrall, I’M A Whitney  engincs-two'on  the  sides  of  the  rear 


; ANON:  Can  you  tell  us  what  the  first  thing'you  did  ? 

®ding?^('  • t }-trS  ■' 

OPER:  Sure.  I buried  my  chute^l^^dKjf*^*: 
ANON:  Were  you  in  wooded  terrain?5;s^|^^.^ 
COOPER:  Yep,  an  evergreen  jungleV^^^fc^ifv’: 
ANON:  How  far  were  you  from  where  you  wanted  t< 


fuselage  and  the  third  at  the  base  of  theT-tail  assembly. 

I also  liked  the  down-flaps  stalling  speed.  One  hundred 
and  nine  miles  per  hour,'  to  be  exact.  Risky,  but 
jumpable.  Then  I figured  iin  the  small  crew;  three  on  the 
flight  deck  and  the  three  stewardesses,  Two  central 
galleys  and  the  wardrobes  with  two  crappcrs  to  the 
|be?  --.tv.;  ■ ..  ...vi'A.  \ ■ teat-  I figured  those  might  come  in  handy  as  a place  to 

COOPER:  In  the  neighborhood  of  five  miles.  Not  too  '•'$*  hold  a stewie  hostage.  As  it  turned  out,  I was  right.  [ can  ji 
shabby  for  a first  try.%-  . ' even  tc|j  yOU  the  number  of  passenger  seats,  right  down 

ANON?  How  did  you  get  so  close?'^^4.^^^-/??^  V;'  T fo  the  last  piece  of  lint.  . . 

COOPER:  Only  two  of  my.  projected  ; calculations  ’/■;£■/.  ANON:  Go  ahead.  - 4 •* . 

were  off.  They  weren’t  important  as  it  turned  out.  COOPER:  Ninety-four.  28  first-class  seats,  four 

Second,  I have  a very  good  japanese  watch.. .t'-J-  ri.;'!.,.  * , abreast.  Sixty-six  tourist  seats,  six  abreast.  . ..- 

ANON:  So?*! ' Jfj-if,-;;  TJc-'  . ANON:  What  about  your  exit?  / 


COOPER:  Multiply  time  by  speed  and  you  come  up 
with  distance.  I knew  how  fast  we  were  going-aftcrall  1 
•Md  the  pilot  what  speed  to  go-what  vector  we  were 
traveling  on,  and,  at  least  approximately,  what  the  winds 
y ^ were.  A man  doesn’t  necessarily  need  a computer. 

- * /^V^ON:  How  did  you  get  from  your  landing  spot  to 

Hw?  Isn’t  the  terrain  between  Seattle  and  Reno  pretty 
inaccssiblc?  ■ ;V  •*-- 

COOPER:  Some  is.  Some  isn’t.'  ; : ::  •*? 

*ANON:  You  don’t  want  to  tell  us  any  more.'  ,?tl'  • 

COOPER:  Right.  ; • ••’.•  •'I  •<>£".  p 

ANON:  Can  I ask  you  whether  you  had  an 
accomplice  on  the  ground?.  ... 

COOPER:  Sure,  you  can  ask.  • 

ANON:  But  you  won’t  say?  . 

COOPER:  Right.  I don’t  intend  to  give  you  any 
information  that  might  incriminate  me. 

ANON:  I understand.  • 

•!  COOPER:  You’re  getting  warmer  and  let’s,  at  my 
' request,  skip  the  subject. . - ...  j * 

«>.  : 


. COOPER:  1 was  getting  to  that.  The  ventral  door  op 


^reversion*  to‘  manual.  ‘cOntrpt^You,  might’  say  that, J in  ti 
skyjacking;  it’s  the  Uttle  things  that’ cqunfl^^  \ 

r Ji&^ANON^Let’s  interrupt  the  'chw>noJog£  foij  a minute  | 

•ftfj'and  talk  a^out  motivation.  Why  did  you  do  it?  )f  course;  4 

% there  was  the  $200,000,  but  what  else  impelled  'ouij$  J ^ 
•^iv  COOPER:  I’ve  read  the  papers,  watched  tele  ision,  all: 
of  . that.  I’ve' read  that  I’m  a non-hero,4  a'popi  hero, j an 
anti-hero,  and  a plain  old  hero  hero.  The  Ordu  ary  Guy 
who  beat  the  system  and  became  the  instan : idol,  of 
every.’  stiff  on  unemployment  from,  Vanci  uver-  to 
Tijuana.  I’ve  been  called  a jet-age  Jesse  Jamc : and  the 
Robin  Hood  of  the  air.  Some  of  that  drivel  r takes  me 
laugh-and  some  of  it  makes  me  sick,  to  be  fi  mkwith 
you.  I want  to  tell  you  right  now,  and  put.  it  n capital 
letters.  1 did  it  for  the  money,  true,  BUT  I ALS  ) DID  IT 
BECAUSE  IT  WAS  FUN.  There  is  a thrill  in  ' icing  the 
first  to  do  the  impossible.  Ask  Armstrong,.;.?-  j-  | f &•  j , 
ANON:  How  do  you  feel  about  the  backlas  : of  your 
hijack,  the  lives  that  were  lost  when  people  trie  I to  copy 
your  modus  operandi?  r.  ..v.  . * 

COOPER:  Well,  for  one  thing,  I was  personally 
responsible  for  the  stiffening  of  airljne  security.  I say 


Stewardesses . held 
galley 


-st,'.--: 


1>n?  SUrc^ W°U,d HaVe had ^,Ye * Umc *** ^to  l5D&p*ij  t 

S America^ANON:  I guess  sol  but  did  yoh;  back  oflS  h®  f 

- bs  true  identity ,(bis  motives, M6a!ly^ht(^d.:^w.  Ho'w  Ln»  v8  T •—  “ *'  W®**^-  J“«P  immediately  after  you  opened  t|»e  doo^'^  v4l  l '; 

4l  * giveaway;  I had  to  wait  until  I ^ Iver^' 

:"  li  ****£  those  who  would  adulate  Cooper,  bds$%  "long  time'  burT  didn’t  stare  the  « * thc  not,on  fot  a :,' ;,  touchdown  area.  This  is  where  the  FBI  screwed  i k:vij.  ,V 

‘'“i  S'  Something  happened  wlnVh  £ff me  Z!c  J' ^ At  th®  “appropriate-  time  I went  back  pit 

-Now^nMb^?  to  do  it.  -,£££ sca«  10  thc  “airs,  Christ,  it  was  noisy. N ixt  time 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue  we  have  explained  ZmJbitfc’S  ' Hijackers  before T WhJ!1  W?  watch«g.TV.;^  ANON:  Were  you'aware  that  planes  were  f,  ffigfil 
about  bow  that  worldwide  scoop  was  obtained,  and  the  ' Can  you  imJi^  ,5^  *hway*  ***."  f'rst  cIass  foo,s*^  . the  Northwest  727?  *.&  . V ■ 1 V;i  v.,]  i > if 

lengths  to  which  the  Flag  is' prepared  to  \ i&tof protect  -V-  a u "!  g ^.  anything  more  stupid  than  risking  the  , ; COOPER-  Yes  I couldn’t'  «cc  rhrm'  5nk»il»  'V7$i  ' 
*»  anonymity  of  "D.B*  CoZper"  HfVJSfZ'Zti  “ f?-*  because  y®.“  want  to  go  to  Cuba  right*  duriS^lL 


the  anonymity  of  “D.B.° Cooper".  lnnaTw^ydo‘we-; 
either  condone  or  condemn  Cooper’s  crime;'  our  task  isvj 
tc  '-mply  report  the  news,  from  any  viable  sourcepi-^-- j ,•'.>>. 

All  we  promised,  in  return  for  this  interview,  was  that  ^ 
we_p?u^  UT,der  no  circumstances »•  including  grand  jury.  , 
irndmgation-divulge.our  source  of  information;  and 
we  would  tell  D.B.  ’s  adventure  exactly  as  he  related 


”V 6 <-  ““'““"S  more  stupid  than  risking  the  v 

death  penalty  because  you  want  to  go  to  Cuba  right  * 
now.  Hell,  you  want  to  go  to  Cuba,  charter  a boat,' or  gol 

to  Mexico.  Their  airline  isn't  so  bad.  : . \ 

.^hese  guys  who  get  so  worked  up  about  politics  arc  * 

, Me.  I wanted  money.  Doing  it  for  money,  as  some ' ^ 
girls  know,  is  a lot  smarter.  The  trick  I turned  was  hot  > 
how  to  get  the  money-others  had  done  that-but  HOW  to  ■ 


„ ,"  . takes  traininn  *nA  I, --.I  .«.  >. - 11  6 

Editor  s Notes  For  reasons  thnt  ' -V. 


Editor’s  Note:  For  reasons  that  are  obvious,  we  are 
not  able  to  give  the  full  story  of  how  this  interview  was  ; 
obtained  and  who  was  the  Flag's  source:  . We  can  :i" 
say  that,  the  interview  occured  .in  th f metropolitan  area 
of  Seattle  sometime  in  the  month  of  March.  It  was  not 
the  result  of  any  supersleuthing  or  investigation  on  our  ‘ 

Seattle  Flag.  Mag  JO,' page  2~l i 


iakes  training  and  hard  work.  My  preparations' were  as 
extensive,  as  any  astronauts.  Thc  guy  you’re  looking  at  is  . 
probable  the  world’s  greatest  authority  on  skyjacking. 
Before  I left  home  on  the  22nd,  1 had  a big  fire.  I burned 
graphs,  airplane  floorplans.  timetables,  weather  reports 
maps,  over  a hundred  pages  of  notes...I  earned  my 
money..-  • . ■ • . . ' 


COOPER:  Yes,  I couidn't  sec  them  in  the  plane  or 
during  my  fall,  but  there  is  NO  way  I could  miss  hearitig 
them  once  I bailed  out.  Knowing  how  close  McChord  is 
to  Sea-Tac,.I  would  have  had  to  be  awfully  stupifl  not  td 
figure  on  having  company  as  we  flew  south  downlvector 

..  23.  It  was  a calculated  risk.  That  is  why  I jumpejfin  bad  P 
weather  and  at  night.  And  I suppose  I waited  ju«, a little 
longer  than  I wanted  before  pulling  the  chute.  ' 

: ANON:  How  long  was  your  free^?Kf !*' 
COOPER:  About  5,000.  of  the  ^bM  fect'  Kindiof  ' 
hairy  when  you  can’t  see  the  ground  o 

-v  ANON:  How  was  thc  landing?  ; , > 

COOPER:  Rough.  Let’s  not  talk  about  it.  • 

. ANON:  Is  that  where  you  got  the  limp? : 

, > COOPER:  No,  as  a matter  of  fact,  I did  that  \ 
January,  skiing.  . ■_  . 

. ANON:  You  went-sjuing  iii  January!?,  : ilr0l 

cc,OPER:  I should  go  in  June?  I’m  not  going  to  give! 
up.  what  I like  to  do  just  because  I’m  a celebrity^  Who’d' 

:> -■■rmkrn 


si; 


iv  vnoe  oo 


. 'i'-'.-V. 

a\  b f 


\ %t  its  mo  r 


CO  <T*  O ^4-  <Nfc  . 


...  . ;V;‘ ; - •”...*£.  ;•  ' ,v  . ■■ 

Well,  I Had  My  Beretta..’. 


%v 

.-£,»AW£  Jfcli 


chat  wicl 
tries  to  : 

B:  hippie  chaj 
7 only  to 


... ,. ,. 

hy  phony  pride  or  ego.  Anybody  who 
'skyjack  is  an  out-and-out  idiot.  Like 
ter  at  O’Hare  in  Chicago  who  ’jacked  a 
nd  that  the  entire  crew  had  rabbited  on 

.•  ,r  r,4: . .. 


|p;  ^ ^ I i 

J ’*  • \ 1 * i !•  >*  \ 

■ 200  grand,  tne  lareest  . • » hm  w 'i. i_... 


.they  got  orders  from  the’  head  man  of  .Northwest  jj 


'.  { ANON:  And  the  money,  the  200  grand,  the  largest 
ransom  ever  paid  in  a U.S.  skyjack?  What  about  that, 
will  it  turn  out  to  be  your  Achilles  heel? 

•COOPER-.  Never  happen!  You  must  read  the  papers, 

newsL^Tro  ^ ^ *“!  PT?  " almost  any’ /}£ be  nice  to  think  that  they,  were  being  humanitarian^?*} 

newspaper  to  run  the  serial  numbers  of  each  of  those.^trjring  to  take  roe  alive,'  but  that’s  a lot  of  bulL,:^fe<r'i|^fwf  I' 

..v--— • • • was  their ratio%?^p^j^g.|  i 

They  must.havc  figured  it.this  • 


himself,  who  told  them  to  comply  with  ail  jny  demands.^ 

v ■‘XO 

Thankyou  Mr.  NyropVyou  did  the  right  thing. 'Ht  would  '*4*^ 

ANON:  Ranted?  *\  ,?  •*  • ...  ,f“.  . “J; . ' " *“  ““ *L!"'  " '*  " ’ 

COOPER:  Va,^ you  know,  slipped  out  when  he  was  in  ::  10,000  bills.  But  even  with  the  odds  in  my 
iack.  It  left  him  with  a great  big  airplane  but  no  pilot.  v -.;mean,  who’s  going  to  pick  out  one  number  ohrof  ":^^iCOOPER*:'Simi>ie^Th« 

Or  the  We, rdoUo  jumped  out  a Hughes  Airwest  DC-9  • * :i0,000?-l’m  in  no  hurry  to  go  on  a spending  spree.  Oh,  '^  ?S^h^ik  SS  Uv2not  including  mine^  and  a S5 
‘infe'omw  something  else,  too.  1 know  those  twenties  were  ^million  akplane  for  a’mere  $200,000?  It  was  lousj  odds 

ittle  over  an  hbur.  The  D.B.  Cooper  of  Dallas,  a real  , ; Xeroxed  before  they  were  dehved  to  me  on  the  ground  "any  -way  you  look  at  that  little  'eauation  from 
'sycho  (if  thcjlejevcr  was  one,  was  captured  on  the  at  Sea-Tac  as  ransom  money.  How  do  l know  that?  Easy.  ^Zth^V-^  ^ ^ f ^ 

[round  pnd  on|  fellow  ,n  New  York  somewhere  got  his  I could  smell  the  Xerox  fluid  on  them.  Quite  a telltale  3 "greedy  sa’ 

.ead  splattered  by  a ,shotgun.  An  FBI  marksman  did  /odor.  I’d  say  they  were  run  through  the  copying  “P  what  they' 

•*« . i 6 B -u’  , r'u’  .'V  . v anon  !t  Did  you,  anywhere  along  the  line,  improvise*^: 

ANON:  May  I ask  why  you  picked  on  Northwest?  .,  ^during  the  skyjack , itself,  or  did  you  fsdek  to  vour  ^l 


1 - f ?afve<?itor  was  first  approached  in  over  the  picture  and  we  saw  % photograph II 

.'Jate^Majch  'by 'a  friend  of  a staffer, who; ..%■  of  a twenty . “This- bill,”  he  said,  “used  to  ' 
iclaipied  Ijto. . have  l an  " ‘interview J with  the  " if  be  in  a local  bank,  then  it  was  pulled  ou  t of  1# 
^infamous  p.B.  Cooper. vault  on  .Wednesday,  the  24th  of 
P^^^l^expectations^.we^met  ,Jan^»November,;  put  in  j’a*  case;  and  ' taken1  to 
prd|narjlJobking  man, of  20  plus  years  who  Se'atac  ; 'where  it  /was*  delivered' "to ‘ D B 

paid  he^had' a taped  conversation  with  D.B. f ‘-^Cooper,  who  somejime  later  bailed  out  of' >1# 
Pni  727i^itli  it  iri  a ^sabk  tieef 

V AJ^  .no,,OLnei  way.  it^  could  -&M- 

\ gotten  here'  without  my  meeting  and 

* ,,^.?l«^4i|^#^^^e,t'^bwed  aBwss^talkingfb  Cooper'himself.” 

to  ‘either  •'vve  siened  nn  ^ r . • 


j was  . one  pretty  bad  moment; 

If  planned  for.  (Long  pause.).. 

ANON:  That  being..'.? 

• r.Ak  COOPER:,  It  happened  while  we  were  stiii  negotiaji^J 
'.  -.on  the^grou^.u^Sea-Taciriyju.gett^g^piret^^iinttvii 
.^.‘anyhow,  sincc^.the  refueling  ^ yvai1  not  Being  done 'ai 
■:^?6V*s^<mineb'(^y.'wM"doihg^'|6t|r^|^li^‘7pjinni 
v/’  sbmc  kind  .of. «rategy^or. hoping' — --“-"-i- 
; ^enough  tojs^arp^^j^^^'tiid 

^iSitf^lio^^f^o^hwes^rOT^oUt^oS?' 




3»:wh«fe 


ZH  }*%.*$»  ■ rv' 

*'  -;.V.i'.  A'f 

.e.upthere,  anyway?  _.  &?’ 

t {(kughter)  Well,  What  about  i the . landing, 
you  come  down?  , 


COOPERi  Sony.  I can’t  tell  you' that.  I’li  give'  you  a 

■ ■ * " « away  frooi 


n S.W/ 


sfeiu*  ■ though : J*’«  a 

yj?> Washington. A ];■.,> }.  • V .■*««* 

ANON*  But  the  PB1  contendayou  bailed  out. 
fej^dow®  by  Vancouver  Washington,  if  1 remember  right. 

> : COOPER*  1 don’t  want  to  disapoint  you  or  your  local 


i^Efrem  Zimbalut,  but  they  arc  wronjj.  If  they  had  a* 
Mmuch  in'the  brain*  department  as  they  dp  in  the  money  . 

'&mart<n,M  . rWlw'in  i,il  r»h,  . 


ANON:  Let’s  go  back  a little  in  time  and  space.  You  ■ 
said  knew  how  close  McChord  is  to  Sca-Tac.  Does  that 
mean  you  ever  lived  in  the  Seattle  area? 

COOPER:  Yes.  In  fact,  I once  was  a ■ Larry 
Lunchbucket  at  Boeing’s. 

ANON:  Outrageous!  ■’*»/'■*  ■- r 

Were  you  an  engineer  at  Boeing,  or  something  like 
that? 

COOPER:  No,  nothing  that  fancy.  Just  an  ordinary  , 
badger,  but  I did  work  on  the  727’s.  I worked  on  the 
first  Boeing  727-100  standard  transport  that  was  first  ■ 
flown  by  Eastern  Airlines  way  back  in  1964. 

ANON:  A nice  ironic  touch...  -■'/  vT.  . 

COOPER:  Yeah,  one  of  many...  ' . ' • 

ANON:...So  you  got  to  know  the  727  from  the  inside 
out.  What  attracted  you  to  the  plane  as  being  ideal  for  a • 
parachute  skyjack? 

COOPER:  First  of  all,  the  alignment' of  the  three 
' Pratt, & Whitney  engines- two  on  the  sides  of  the  rear.. 

it  the  base  of  the  T-tail  assembly. 

g speed.  One  hundred  . 

vi^Iy  ANONt  Were  you  in  wooded  terrain?  'v  -,-r\  jumpablc.  Then  I figured  in  the  small  crewi  three  on  the 

;f'(  ; COOPER:  Yep,  an  evergreen  jungle,  ■ r flight  deck  and  the  three  stewardesses.  Two  central 

ANON«  How  far  were  you  from  where  you  wanted  t©  . galleys  and  the  wardrobes  with  two  crappers  to  the 
ftbe?  v'  V*  y < . i.  . y'.  . . A V,’;  rear.  1 figured  those  might  come  in  handy  as  a place  to 

S^/;  COOPER:  In  the  neighborhood  bf  five  miles.  Not  too.^J  * **  - • • * * 

^shabby  for  a first  try.  ■ : ..  . 

ANONTHow  did  you  get  so  close?' ';?■£  * g 7 •:  7 

|y'.V  COOPER:  Only  two  of  my  projected  calculations ' 

Wwerc  off.  They  weren’t  important  as  it  turned  out. 

Second,  I have  a very  good  Japanese  Watch. 


the  727400  is  situated  under  the  ; center  cngin^  Tliat^pfl 
meant . that  1 could  ijump^  without>'.being®?| 

■ uamiiim^tp«nprp<l  inm  a turhofin  or  dittdlivi 


A department,  v ' l’d  be*  in  jail  right  notf  instead  of  talking \ > 
yoii.3  While  we’te  on  the  subject,  1 wish  somebody .. 
would'  ask  that  Milnes  character  just  how  much  money  , 

f be's.  spending  to  chase  my  ass.  I bet  it’s  a pretty  penny  .. 
over  $2 00,000,  ' ■ :v,  r >./,  -s. ...  ; 

jb^ANON:  How  do  you  know  his  name?  A i;> 

OPER:  1 read  the  papers  just  like  everyone  dse.' ; 

1,  I’M  in  them. 


jp^'ANONi  Can  you  tell  us  what  the  first  thing  you  did  j . fuselage  and  the  third  at  the  base  of  t 
^f«.landlng>c?.A7”.:  V.  .>.** ^ .#>; ", ' 1 also  liked  the  down-flaps  stalling  sp 

j^v;.  COOPER*  Sure.  I buried  my  chute.  , j and  nine  mile*  per  hour  , to  be  : 


ANON:  So? 

COOPER:  Multiply  time  by  speed  and  you  come  up 
with  distance.  I knew  how  fast  we  were  going-afterall  I 
told  the  pilot  what  speed  to  go-what  vector  we  were 


a stewie  hostage.  As  it  turned  out,  I was  right.  I can 
: even  tell  you  the  number  of  passenger  scats,  right  down 
: to  the  last  piece  of  lint.  , 

ANON:  Go  ahead.  1-.'  .'  7 

COOPER:  Ninety-four.  28  first-class  seats,  four 
abreast.  Sixty-six  tourist  seats,  six  abreast. 

, ANON:  What  about  your  exit? 


vacuum-clcanercd  into  a 3456-pound  turbofan, or  uiccu  ag-  | 
into  french  fries  on  a flap.  It  was  really  the  only  ship;  all($|7 
80  tons  of  it,  that  would  fit  my,  needs,  and  the  door,wa»®|j 
’ the  crux,'  the  key.  It’s  six-foot,  four  inchcs  high  and  two»3 
feet,  eight  inches  in  width.  Room  to  spare  for.  anS  .j 
ordinary-sized  person  like  myself,- chute  pack  and  a]L§l 
; Look.  You  don’t  get  an  encore  for  an  act  like  mine.(ISj$*.| 
figured  everything  down  to  a gnat’s  ass.  Even  thejf 
stairway  I was  to  , ’chute  from..^,It,s|U*i 
hydraulically-operated  'number,  and  has  automaticj| 

. reversion  to  manual.  controL  You  might  say,  that^inij 
skyjacking,  it’s  the  little  things  that  count. 

ANON:  Let’s  interropt  the  chronology  for 'a  nunutc:‘| 
and  talk  about  motivation.  Why  did  you  do  it?  Of  cou 
there  was  the  $200,000,  but  whit  dse  impelled  you?.  f< . . 

COOPER:  I’ve  read  the  papers,  watered  television,  aU^ 
of  that.  I’ve  read  that  I’m  a non-hero,  a pop  hero,  !anj| 
anti-hero,  and  a plain  old  hero  hero.  The  Ordinary  Guy# 
who  beat  the  system  and  became  the  instant  idol « 
every  stiff  on  unemployment  from ’ Vancouver  tto|| 
Tijuana.  I’ve  been  called  a jet-age  Jesse  James  and  theffl 
Robin  Hood  of  the  air.  Some  of  that  drivel  makes  me^^  j 
laugh-and  some  of  it  makes  me  sick,  to  be  frank  with|n|f| 
you.  I want  to  tell  you  right  how,  and  put  it  in  apta®*' 
letters.  I did  it  for  the  money,  true,  BUT  I ALSO  DID  ITJ§r 
BECAUSE  IT  WAS  FUN.  There  is  a thrill  in  being  th*p 
first  to  do  the  impossible.  Ask  Armstrong,  \ 

ANON:  How  do  you  feel  about  the  backlash  of  yourfe 
hijack,  the  lives  that  were  lost  when  people  tried  to  copy  , 5 
your  modus  operandi?  i 

COOPER:  Well,  for  one  thing,  I was  personally 


? COOPER:  I was  getting  to  that.  The  ventral  door  on  responsible  for  the  stiffening  of  airline  security.  I say 


%■!  about  »lxtee»  inches. with  buckshot.  J;  Edgar  should  g»vc| 
^Jjtbat  agent*  midal.if  he  hasn’talready.  : ; .i 


up 

ANONr* 


I #$$1  T«e! VW*  editor  was  first  approached  in 
^^l^^weVMarch' by  ia  friepdiof  a staffer  who 
ABIKslaimed  ?io\ have-  an  interview  with  the 
^ffl»ihfamoui|.  D.B.|i Cooper,  ,j  ; ; : ’ In 

SKI^Bdefianceir  of  expectations;  we  met  an 
« Mordinary '.looking  man  of  20  plus  yearn  who 
^llWaaid  he  ludia  taped  conversation  with  D.8. 
^?>On/>  the  chance  it  . might  bear  fruit  we 


r J 

II 


> 


asassKSs  <^e*ss 


*Our  Scoop ?$$$&?.  j'H* 

over  the  picture  and  we  saw  a photograph 
of  a twenty;  4*This  bill,”  he  said,  “used  to 
' be  in  a local  bank,  then  it  was  pulled  out  of 
’a  vault on;;  Wednesday,  die  24th  of..*: 
i November, i put  in  a case  and:  taken  tp  * 

■ Seatac  where  it  was  delivered  to  • 

Cooper,  who  some  time  later  bailed  out  of 
a Northwest  727  with  it  in  a sack  tied  »£•’. 


a woruiwesv  . 

6aun.‘W6  hwiw  “ ■ *•“«»■"  --  Wv  There  is  no  other  way  it  could 


U\pnOlUgJ«»F»»,  WVW.W  

to  - either -we  ^igned  an  agreement  of 
^^confidentiality#-  '#>‘j  ^ -V  '-tl  . - 

it  stated  that  under  no  conditions  could 
V'^we  divulge  our  source,  that  we  were  not 
t$‘.  allowed  to  print  the  interview  before  the 
r 1st  of  May,  that  after  transcription  the  tape 
, FV  must  be  destroyed,  in  addition  we  agreed 
| i-  i not  to  cooperate  in  any  way  with  local 
police  authorities. 

v All  these  conditions:  were  quite 
s amenable.  But  tjie  next  one  required  $ 1000 
- cash.  Before  agreeing  to  say  goodbye  to 
@ v real  unmarked  money  we  asked  to  see  some 
^ proof,  Clifford  Irving  still  fresh  in  our 
4 minds.  It  was  then  that  our  source  turned 


l*ing  iu 

After  calling  a bank  to  verify,  we  met  all  > 
the  stated  conditions.  i" 

Later,  when  we  had  heard  the  tape  and  v- 
realized  just  how  greal:  it  was,  we  asked  our 
anonymous  source  why  he  came  to  us 
Well,  the  PI  was  out,  it  seems,  because  they 
were  offering  $5,000  for  her  head.  The 
Times  was  considered  untrustworthy.  And 
all  the  television  stations  would  have 
required  a tape  from  which  voice  prints 
could  be  made.  The  Flag  was  the  last 
resort.  - 


We  have  not  seen  him  since,  but  we 
assume  he  will  pick  up  a copy  of  this  issue. 


PS1PM 

^ tofaoy-’  sitwMdni 

. w Miifimnr  almrifif  to  tn 


■ COOPER  J*Tt  happene^while 
^•oo 'the  gtouuiM  Sea-T$c, % was  getting 

guessed  somebody  was  doing  * Ipt^fttalMpg.P^ 
tomc  kimf  of  ^rstegyloCf  hoping^to  Wgg 

enough  lo  shsrpfhoot  me,.  That  had 
poor  boob  . badt,east  the  y cck  before  so 
chief  pilot  of  Northwest  drove  out  on  the 

V the  imfoqi  : money  , and  die  tujo:ipanehtt24gj^^L 

V ordered.  One  of  the  stcwardcsses-I  was  holdu^iWWfflB^S 
i as  hp«tage,  io  tbe  rear  pf  the  passenger  cabin, 

Ae  DorfUtrine-  cam*  backVith  ‘hc 
Snw  bag.'  1 checked  out  dm 

more  trios  outside  onto  the  runway  to  btuig 

’chutes.  It  was  at  this  point  that  Captain  Scott  cut 

the  refueling  truck  crewmen  at  the  fueling  point, 

the  starboard  wing  at  mid-span.'The,^ 


the  Bureau  is  going  to  search  every  inch  of  ground 
between  Scatdc  and  Reno  to  find  you? 

through  your  skydiving  experience  or  some  of  those  Zl 

pounds  of  twenties  you  got  from  Northwest? 

' COOPER:  WHAT  skydiving  experience?  WHAT  Zl 
pounds  of  twenties?  It  requires  very  few  smarts  to  guess 
fhat  anybody  who  can  pull  the  first  skydive  from  a 
commercial  jet-  in  the  dead  of  night,  free-falling  with 
ZOO  "wand  strapped  around  his  gut,  wcanng  street 
s lothes  and  low-cut  shoes-knows  his  ass  from  a During, 
„„  «n<*ak.  Snrr  I’ve  done  a lot  of  skydiving  over  the 


it  make  a better  story  for  you  if  1 


COOPER:  Would 

d dANON:  No.  But  other  lines  fly  the  7Z7,  don’t  they...? 

COOPER:  No,  I had  nothing  against  Northwest  at  all, 
far  from  it.  They  happen  to  be  my  very  favontcairlinc 
right  now.  But  1 did  know  that  Northwest  is  one  of  the 

?££ profit-makers  ^ f ’^NonhwS 

cmfld  raise  the  $200,000  fast.  I was  sure  Northwest 
.h,  «o-  m,  if  F%H.  >0  i PJJ » 

from  Portland  after  the  banks  had  closed  the  day. 
And  there  were  other  considerations,  too.  There  had, 
never  been  a real  skyjack  at  Seattle,  and  Northwest 
definitely  doc,  not; have : what . 


the  refueling  true*  crewiu«* 

underside  of  the  starboard  wing  at  nMd-‘P*n;.jT“l 
statistics,  from  my  Boeing  days  and 

• v v-cad:  standard  fuel  capacity  for  the  727400  HXcS, 
oreciselv  747*  gallons.  That’s  U.S.  Gallona.  | , was{^ 
convinced  we’d  need  every  drop  of  it-indudwg  mp* 

the  fumes,  where  we  were  beading.,  j, 

ANONfAnd  where  was  that...? 

COOPER.  Mexico.  (Clears  his  throat  Iqudty.) 
least  that’s  where  l wanted  them  to  think  I was  ttking  . ^ 
them, 


“Take  me  to 
Katmandu.” 


next  onerequiredSlOOO 


mmd^rlt^^^theKthafour^ source' ttimed' 


Mg’- 


;>  @PER:  Happy 

iWuNs.^Aren't''' you  afraid  that  then’ll  trace  you 
through  your  skydiving  experience  or  some  of  those 
pounds  of  twenties  you  got  from  Noirthw^^V^/^S^-' 
B COOPER:  WHAT  skydiving  experience?  WHAT  21 
Bpounds  of  twenties?  It  requires  very  few  smarts  to  guess’^,, 
that  anybody,  who  can  pull  the  first  skydive  from  a."$" 
commercial  jet-  in.  the  dead  of  night,  free-falling  with  V 
200  grand  strapped  around ' his  gut,  wearing  street  ^ 
clothes  and  low-cut  shoes-knows  his  ass  from  a D-ring,-. 
so  to  speak.  Sure,  I’ve  done  a lot  of  skydiving  over  the '•.l'. 
years  and  belonged  to  several  clubs,  but  I don’t  think  ■ v 
that’s  much  of  a lead  for  the  FBI  to  go  on.‘ -./■  •'  r 

ANON : Why  not?  • ‘ ?' 

COOPER:  Because  maybe  20,000,  maybe  more, 
peop.c  make  the  one  jump-each  year,  I mean-that’s  • 
needed  to  get  their  certificate.  Most  of  them,  maybe  75 
per  cent,  qualify  and  then  stop  jumping.  With  a turnover 
like ^3  it’ll  take  the  law  years  to  pick  up  my  scent.  I .... 
did  naive  one  private  quirk  as  a skydiver,  though.  - . 
ANON:  That  being...?  • », 

COOPER:  I did  thousands  of  weight-lifts  to  build  up 

Ky  ankles.  Even  did  roadwork  with  weighted ' leather  V 
cks  of  sand  buckled  to  my  ankles.  Occasionally  I 
ould  jump  wearing  low-cuts,  but  none  of  the  other.. 
skydivers--they’ve  got  to  be  the  most  vain, 
glory-hounding  types  you’ll  find  anywhcre-cver  noticed. 
They  were  too  wrapped  up  in  their  <Jwn  Superman 
fantasies,  . 


• , iri^my^  head:-  standard'  fuc^capa^i^ foFtfrc-Vi 7300rte?j? 

$,W:hM?norseen  f^  precu*l^ 747^1^^^  U^Gal^ 

■ mi--"  • -."■■■*  •• ’;..y  convinced  we d need  every  drop  of  lt-includine  iT  >sCof {/? 

li 

• • • ••  i-JAj-'v-  COOPER:  Mexico.  (Clears  his  throat  loudly  j Or^e  \ 

COOPER:  Would  it  make  a better  story  for  you  if  I-;’ 'j  least  that’s  where  I wanted  them  to  think  I was"  akinjr . ,f 

;//  ANON:  No.  But  other  lines  fly  the  727,  don’t  they...?'A  ' ; £ 1 £ . !?  A At  1 

\ COOPER:  No,  I had  nothing  against  Northwest  at  all,  »•  • * ,J*4 •' T; * : 1 • » • **•:£•»- ‘v$ Vw  •>] * ' !| 

far  from  it.  They  happen  to  be  my  very  favorite  airline '.  .*  "Ti  .......  7 “ .;  . ..  ~*li  ' 

right  now.  But  I did  know  that  Northwest  is  one  of  the  .<  * ’V  r A J •-  ■ &■. 

biggest  profit-makers  of  all  the  airlines,  and  that  they’-  O t 

could  raise  the  $200,000  fast.  I was  sure  Northwest  ; lake  me--towl&  ' 

could  get  the  money  for  me  even  if  Flight  305  got  in  ^-r^V  .o/u  t ;!  j 

from  Portland  after  the  banks  had  closed  for  the  day.f-  .£/£-’  \S  ~ i A.  A .jVl  M H I 

And  there  were  other  considerations,  too.  There  had:,-  7 - IV  31  ITl  Cl  N U U •"  ;>v.m 


COOPER:  Would  it  make  a better  story  for  you  if  I 
did?  . --V  v -■  ; • i f ■ .—A- A 

ANON:  No.  But  other  lines  fly  the  727,  don’t  they...?Vv 
{ COOPER:  No,  I had  nothing  against  Northwest  at  all, 
far  from  it.  They  happen  to  be  my  very  favorite  airline  '. 
right  now.  But  I did  know  that  Northwest  is  one  of  the  1 
biggest  profit-makers  of  all  the  airlines,  and  that  they  ’• 
could  raise  the  $200,000  fast.  I was  sure  Northwest  ; 
could  get  the  money  for  me  even  if  Flight  305  got  in’ 
from  Portland  after  the  banks  had  closed  for  the  day.*}. 
And  there  were  other  considerations,  too.  There  had:-- 
never  been  a real  skyjack  at  Seattle,  and  Northwest 
definitely  does  not  have  what  I would  call  a “take  me -to 
Cuba  complex".  All  of  those  things-plus  some  other . 
little  subtleties-helped  make  my  decision  to  jump  , 
Northwest.  ’! 

ANON : Let’s  touch  a little  on  the  actual  drama  of  the  1 
skyjack  itself,  shall  we? 

COOPER:  All  right... 

ANON:  Was  your  briefcase  bomb  real,  or  was  it  fake?  ' 

COOPER:  It  was  real,  in  the  sense  that  it  worked.  In 
actuality , it  was  a fake.  The  dynamite  sticks  the 
stewardesses  blabbered  about  were  nothing  more  than 
some  Gillette  shaving-cream  cans  rigged  with  prima-cord  - 
fuses.  Five  of  them  were  in  the’ briefcase  I flashed.  I , 
painted  them  red  because  people  always  associate  that 
color  with  something  explosive,,  like  dynamite. 

ANON:  Why  did  they  fall  for  it?  Were  they  stupid, 
super-cautious,  or  what? 

COOPER:,  I’d  say  none  of  those,  only 
well-endoctrinated  and  thoroughly  trained.  Of  course, 


ANON:  OK.  Go  on...  '•*  jil’"  'J 

COOPER:  I checked  out  the  chutes  and  thrlootj  ! 
then  l hit  the  intercom  to  the  flight  deck.  My  words 
were,  “Let  the  passengers  off.  But  I want  everybody  ini,  ’ 
the  cockpit- and  the  other  two  stews  to  stay  an, the' 
plane.  Is  that  clear?"  The  captain  rogcr-cd  that.  Itjwas^ijri  , , 
this  point  that  my  game  plan,  as  you  call  it,  went  a little  * 
haywire.  The  passengers-there  were  around  34^  35,  of' t 
them,  by  my  count-bcgan  their  exit,  using  the!  front’  ; 
airstairsand  walking  across  the  concrete  to  where  a bus 
was  waiting.  Holding  my  bomb  attache  case,  I wcht  out', 
into  the  cabin.  Right  then  this  guy,  middle-aged  and: ' ' 
executive  looking,  began  to  push  his  way  back  through', 
the  line  into  the  tourist  compartment.  I tensed,  telling1 
myself,  “Oh-oh.  Here's- the  oddball,  the  frustrated  World  ’ 
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ft1  W 

' I ;;i'  COOPER..  WdT°?lyd°U  havC  done  *0  stop  the  man? 

■ ' Uboth  of  us,  he  was  „L  ptShBCrCtU-  *■"»!*£ 

: f ’ ^SS?C‘fon  his  scat  an dl^1shin'hCtlld  °n,y  Icft  h*  ' 

' nTkVhlZCd  With  the  man  H 8 bhac.k  t0  P,ck  *'t  up.  I 
I ' S ■ J^nc^'^acc£f  look  of  an  unpm ',  Hc,  had  that  harried 
' j‘  ;^|n"a,iaughtcr.)  , p °y*&  Boeing  accountant.’ 

^■^ANON:  .Now  ««.’  ’ V1  •*.»'  * 'v  ’ 

; |^^fes8hs?c0f- VZ ;ng  onc  °f  'the. : ^ 

A the  rcar'8a,,ey  : 

H ■ :,  ESCh  f tCW  *«  this?  - . 

| ji a wjtwatch'  whh  a0du'nkylS« 'b'T'  *"  °ne  Had  ' 

m ; , the  Xncyand  chutes. °“  ° Wh,,e  you.  were. siting  for 
! iLfej  Watch^.  waited. 


...•  § sLf ' _ .■  *VV  kj 


■ CA  y na  cl,utes.  ‘ ✓ were  waiting  for 

• puld^have  done  'wn’Kive'th*0-  *-CaM  my  bluff.-  A/I  I 

Was  clear  e T'^  "*«*>  5® 


■•»  was'clcar  of  «« * ™ .*“h  ■»  «d  4 ii  : 

, 


m»j>-  — y- su******#^  ■'■ « 


ANON ; Po  y ou  recall  what  you  told  the  captain?  ■ 


i COOPER:  The' last  time,  r do.  I said,  “It’s  takeoff  S 
, time.'Take [me  to  Mexico.".  • .. . v,  ; 


; ANON:  jWhat  was  the  Captain's  reaction? ' 

COOPER:  About  the  same  as  ifjhad  said,  “Take  me  ' 

■ to  Katmandu".  He  looked  at  me  as"  if  I were  totally 
> insane.  Hqlsaid  he  could  try  Medford,  Red  Bluff  or 
; fn  Vcctor  2^.  My  response  was  negative.  He 

t then  ^suggested  San  Francisco;  I told  him  no,  very  ’ ' 
1 emphatically.  I said,  “1  want  the  flaps  at  15  per  cent  arid  '• 
the  gear  down;  1 also  want  the  ventral  staircase  down  ■' 
i when  you  take  off."  He  gave  me  a negative  on  the  stairs.  ■ 

S^d,  not  too  gently  as  I recall,  “God  damnit,  I can’t  ’■ 
^ofMeparture-lift  the  nose  and  rotate-with  those 
? ■ a*so  5°W  me  that  he  couldn't  make  Ac. 

.Mexico  wi  p the  flaps  and  gear  down,  but  that  he  would  ^ 
i compute  | ic  fuel  consumption  and  shoot  for  Reno.  1 - 
was  glad  ,ie  got  my  . idea  all  by  himself.  I told  him  ' 
affirmative;  to  head  south.  Then  1 slammed  the  cockpit  - ■ 
door  and  went  back  to.  the  tourist  compartment  with  the  J 
stew ^According  to, my  watch,  we  got  airborne  at  7:40 
p.m.,  four, hours  and  42  minutes  since  leaving  Portland. 

Like  1 said,  I have  a very  good  watch. 

1 ANON.-;  Speaking  of  Portland. -Shortly  after  takeoff  - "• 
you  hand  d.  your  skyjack  note  to  one  of  the  V 
stewardess!  ;V 

' COOPtj  l:  ,yes.  The  brunette,  and  she  thought  I was 
trying  to  pi  oposition  her...In  away,  she  was  right.  'l;f;  .A 
■ ANON:;  Y<j>u  were  very  careful  about  retrieving  that  . 
note.iabou:  not.  leaving  it-or  anything  else-  behind  as  ' 
gS-tfnee.  C Juld  you  tell  us  what  the  note  said? 

P$P?PE:  ^ Word  for  word-  u Said-“I  am  hijacking  • 
t^laircra  t..  Relay  instructions  to  the  ground  that  1 
want  $200  000  in  $20’s  and  two  parachutes  delivered  to 
me  when  t ic  (plane  lands.  I have  a bomb."  Thirty  words. 

You  know  hat’s  $6,666  a word  ? ;.***»*k  Vv 

j ANON:  4ot  bad  by  anyone’s  standards.  Tell  me,  were  . 


ANON:  We'd  like  to  something  about  the 
parachutes  that  were  delivered  , to  you  aboard  the  jet; 
Were  they  to  your  liking?  ' .•  . ' ‘ 

COOPER:  Negative.  Somebody  was  piaymg' games 
there.  The  backpack  harness  did  not  have  the  necessary 
D-nngs  for  attaching  the  chestpacks.  They  were  some 
sort  of  emergency  rigs  for  aerobatic  flying,' I guess.  So  l 
just  said  to  hell  with  it,  I'd  have  to  jump  without  a 


ANON:  Everyone  assumed  you  asked"  for  tWo 
parachutes  so  they  wouldn’t  give  you  one  with  a note 
that  said  crime  doesn’i:  pay  in  it,  not  knowing  whether 
. you  were  going  to  force  somebody,  like  the  stewardess' 
maybe,  to  bail  out.  with  you.  What  did  you  do  with  the 
...extra  parachute;..  v.  -A ..  v*-4;.; . . .* 

COOPER:  I made  a'  speciai  point  of  hot  leaving  V 
behind  in  the  cabin.  I cut  it  up  into  strips  and  used  the 
■ s£r‘Ps  to  tie  the  money  bag  to  my  waist,  very  securely. 
Next  question.  “4*  gK.  u 

• ANON:  You’ve  told  us  something  about .‘the^ump/! 
about  working  the  escape  door  and  plunging  but  into  the 
darkness.  How  did  you  bail  out  without  tipping  off  the  ' 
crew?  ‘ ■ -.Jv.- 

. COOPER:  ' ••'***•< 


“I  ^ j;  b e a c k i ri i ve  ; j 

1 **'  i.  | ! pp  Ip 


ndcr  ;anyc' circumstances, is  tb'.attempt  . to  mak^.anjr^l1 
.^further  contact  *with  .'me.  Is  that  understood?**  .iThev^l 


inane  . any  ;; 

eontact  .with ’me.  Js  that^ understood?”  Thcyfl  . 


'jjw'ANONr.One  final  thing,  Mr.  ; Cooper.'  You’ve  got 
j$20°fi00,£:  national  reputation,  you’ve  been  first  at^ 


(tape  garbled  briefly  here.) 


you  scaredjpf  anything  in  particular  when  you  first  got  'V\ 
on  the  plant?  ^ &*•  W'7’'  ' 

: COOPER:  There  was  one  thing.  1 had  nightmares  for  w ■ 
almost  a wfeek^prior  to  the  jack.  1 would  Jbc  on  a plane 
with  my.Jipincmadc  bomb  and  my  nbrr  a nH  i u ' 


—to°k  the  stewardess  forward,  and  ordered  the 
captain  to  lock  the  door  from  the  inside.  1 checked  it 
out.  It  was  locked.  I returned  aft,  closing  the  first-class 
and  tourist  compartment  curtains  securely  behind' me.' 
Do  you  know  how  ceric  it  is  to  have  a complete  airplane 
to  yourself  except  for  some  scared  robots?  Anyway  I got 
•on  the  blower  to  the  flight  deck  again,  telling  Scott  to 
• hold  the  aircraft  at  7,000 kfcet,  and  speed  at  200  miles 
'per  hour.  . r : ",  • ••■  Wi' 

V iy: j ‘ - - 

ANON:  But  how  could  you  be  sure  he’d  follow  your 
orders?  A' 4-:'  . a-  . 


Some  to  r«ird.Tonight,  I am  leaving SfJfl 
v nfor  parts  unknown.  • $&}»&*  via* 

ANON:  You  aren’t  going  to  fly,  are  you?  ’ 

^vlCOOPER:  What  do  you  think? 

"I^ANON:  Don’t  know^to  tell.the  t™feli»a|Sr: 
■.AksA  COOPER:  Good.  Loose  tins  sinkishins.  I’v«» 


•COOPER.:  • Good.  Loose  lips  sink^ships;  i’ve  let  mine*  &?‘ 
‘Vflap  far  too  .freely. ' It’s  very  hard  to‘ keep1  a story  I like  S 
-,i  ;; 1 Especially  ^after?;airthe^nonse% 

AAbcen  written;  about  mc.Just  as  wcU'^t^We^eared*tl)e.p 


witn  my.uipjtncmadc  bomb  and  my  note.  And  I would  t% 
g,yc  some, dolly  stewardess,  and  she  would  $$ 

turn  ?(pun<|>'nd  tell  me  that  she  was  .very  sorry  but  that;-^ 


th(c  Pi^li^i^jdy.^h.WjacIt^.and 


orders?  * ■ c sure  nc  a tollow  your 

S’.  COOPER  i , He'd  been"- ibid  , tor' coqperatei»/;jviorc 
importantly, he'd  seen  me  pop  into  his  cockpit.  ! made 
" P0lrl£  ,®f,rcadln8  his  gauges.  If  you  were  him  would  you' 


V,lbe« .writteif. about  mc.  )ust  as  we|l',^We5^ed*tl»e.lJ£ 
^j^tTfe“.werf.the .first  to  ask; did youkhowrtliiat? 

’ / .only  one  to  ask.  When  will  you  be  back? 


* rl  t nope  rm  tnewtfM 

’ on«.  to  ask.  When  will  you  be  back? 

sKy  ^PPPER  ?^bmewb«e’,i^di^ne^bbod^Soop^^^ 

;'r^iia#feAN0.N  - Why  fivc^rs? 

^SiPQOPER^htt;^ 
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ANY  CONffl 
ELUSIVE  1 

l*TJUUUS  MATTSOM®  Kl'spiciAL  ACJMT,  SAIB  TM BAT  BOWERY  SOSMCT 
ARV1DIS J*  KIPERTS.  41,  OF  VANCOUVER.  WASH.,  WAS  NOT  THE  NAN  WH<> 

CALLED  HIMSELF  "COPPER*  IN  THE  HIJACKING  OF  THE  NORTHWEST  AIRLINES 

JCTT^!AC£NT  SAID  "COOPER*  WAS  DESCRIBED  AS  THIN  BUT  KIPERTS  WAS 
STOCKY.  HE  ADDED  THAT  WITNESSES  TO  THE  HIJACKING  LOOKED  AT  A PICTURE;! 

.OF  KIPERTS  AND  SAID  HE  WAS  NOT  "COOPER."  * 'JL 

THE  FBI  SAID  IT  HAD  CONCLUSIVE  EVIDENCE  THAT  KIPERTS  WAS  SOMEWHERtJ 
ELSE  AT  THE  TIME  OF  THE  PUNE  HIJACKING.  _ 

1 KIPERTS  WAS  ARRESTED  IN  SAN  DIEGO.  CALIF..  ,*^^T JJIGHT  ON  AJm ^ 
OREGON  BANK  ROBBERY  CHARGE  AND  IS  A SUSPECT  IN  A SECOND  MNX  ROBBERY  j 
IN  OREGON  IN  WHICH  THE  HOLDUP  MAN  DOODLED  THE  NAME  *D.  B.  COOPER*  ONj 
A BANK  DEPOSIT  SLIP. 

A MAN  WHO  CALLED  HIMSELF  D.  B,  COOPER  HIJACKED  THE  PUNE  BETWEEN^ 
PORTLAND  AND  SEATTLE  ON  THANKSGIVING  EVE,  IB71,  AND  DEMANDED  THE 
RANSOM  AND  FOUR  PARACHUTES.  HE  BAILED  OUT  OF  THE  PUNE  SOMEWHERE  : 
BETWEEN  SEATTLE  AND  RBIO,  NEV.  AND  DISAPPEARED  WITHOUT  A TRACE.  ^ v 
KIPER1S  IS  BEING  HELD  IN  LIEU  OF  $150,000  BAIL  AND  IS  SCHEDULED  TOl 
APPEAR  BEFORE  A U.S.  MAGISTRATE  IN  SAN  DIEGO  NOV.  1*.  f 

UP  I 11- 10  04120  AES  ^ U 

/(.■/. -z-n/'  I 

mi  jgaOiw.'^r/-  ■ 

; q 70IUW.,  ' WAjjtiNGTON  CAPITAL  NEWS  SERVICE 


| Cooper  Bill  List  Create&lp® 
|fUnusuaI:Iiitere8t’  In  $ 20s*|f ' 


’ Banks  in  the  Portland  area  . 
1;  are  reporting  an  “unusual 
.^interest”  in  $20  bills, 
v'  They  believe  the  demand 
■ for  the  bills  is  the  result  of 
k- the  decision  of  The  Journal 
to  publish  the  numbers  of 
•^.all  the  $20  bills  included  in 
&t-$200,000  extorted  by  airline 
Vr'hijacker  D.  B.  Cooper  two 
<5  years  ago. 

A man  calling  himself  Coop- 
er  extorted  the  money  from 
Northwest  Orient  Airlines. 

•• : then  apparently  bailed  Out  of 
a skyjacked  plane  over 
Southwestern  Washington. 

John  Kodel  of  First  National 
Bank  said  all  of  the  tellers  of 
the  bank’s  Head  Office 


branch  had  been"  asked  to 
change. money  into  $20  bills 
by  persons  hoping  to  cash  in 
on  Hie  Journal’s  offer  to  pay 
$1,000  to  the  person  bringing 
Sn  the.  first  $20  bill  from 
Cooper’s  haul.-  . ‘ •• 

The  money  may  also  be 
turned  in  to  any  office  of  the 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investiga- 
tion. . / v..: 

K o d e 1 s a i d fairly  large 
sums  of  money  were  being 
exchanged  for  $20  bills,’ 
many  by  people  carrying 
copies  of  The  Journal’s  list- 
ings. . 

The  largest  sum  was 
brought  in  by  a man  who' 
laid  five  $100  bills  on  the 


0 

: : counter,  and  asked’  for  r $20 
• ■bills  in' return;’’  said  Kodel*1;- 
One  woman  wrote^The % 
Journal  from  Orlando,  Fla^  3 
saying  that  she  had  asked:'-, 
for  her  Social  Security-pay-4* 
ment  in  $20  KIIs.'  Vv4it^t> 
The  Florida  correspondent  i.; 
and  others  writing  from  New? 
York,  Virginia,  Vermont,*- 
California  and  Hawaii  , have 
been  advised  to  check  the 
numbers  of  their  $20  bills  at 
local  offices  of  the  Federal. 
Bureau  of  Investigation. 

Copies  of  the  numbers  also 
are  in  the. hands  of  Scotland 
: Yard,  Interpol  and  major  po-  . 
lice  agencies  , throughout  the  .. 
world.  ••••' 
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, *»  wlww^eh^wi^S  c»unky>*h«^d^  w 

. I-  ”...  ;i*  jjcil,  you’vescen  one  stew,  you,  ve  ,accn cm,  •lit  - 
* ‘ , ANinNt  What  did  vou  do  while  you  were  wa 


ill,  you’ve  seen  one  new,  you  ve  awn . 

*.r  ;>  i#,  , ANON v What  did  you  do  while  you  were  waiting  ior-;i| 
;;f;  V Nthe  money  and  chutes.  ,j  > , 

COOPER:  1 watched.jWaited,  and  anoked.  Oh,  and  1 
ll^prayed  to  high  heaven  they  didnt  call  my  bluff.  AB  I 
•-■•Hfe>Luld  have  done  was  give  them  * shave.  Seems  like.  I 

Ismoked  * couple  packs  of  Raleighs  too.  !, 

h.  '•  If  the  FBI  wu  going  to  make  a move'it  would  have 
sen  at  SetTac.  Everybody  but  the  stew  with  me  and  ^ 
|the  three-man  crew  was!  dear  of  the  aircraft,  buzzed 
ISe  cockpit  and  asked  the  captain  what  the  hell  was  the  | 
^holdup?  He  said  they  were  having  trouble  with  the  vapor  - 
flock;  and. that  anothcrtruck  was  coming.  I *aid.  OK,  , 
-but  remember,  one  truck  at  a time.  Eventually  five  ■; 
^trucks  came  out.  but  only  three  of  them  were  able  to  i 
Sdeliver.  At  this  juncture;,!  came  awfully  dose  to  blowing  i 
|L  my  cooL  I went  forward  to  the  cockpit. 

ANON:  You  were  in  the  cockpit?  ' 

-«  COOPERi  Affirmative.  In  point  of  fact,  f was  there 

:T4'^&wicTwhile  the  ship  was  on  the  ground,  both  tunes 

""  the 

‘ ukcoff 


" 4'  fUshiitt  jny  MbowbM*  o*  cownc«  t • . , 

' & ANON  ?! Do  you  recall  what  you  told  the  captain. 
fiY'-'fto  COOPER:  The  last  time,  1 do.  1 said,  Its  Wl 
V ' :» -'time.  Take  me  to  Mexico.”  . 

, 'v.  £ . - ANON:  What  was  the  Captain  * r<»«ion? 

• .•»*  COOPER:  About  the  same  as  if  I had  said,  T ® 


COOPER:  About  the  same  as  u * ~ 

to  Katmandu”.  He  looked  at  me  as  if  1 w“*  *°“1  y 

Mi-aSjSrST-H-S*  «*  Red  **■*£ 

• Row,  dl  on  Vector  2J.  My  response  *s  neg«lve.  He 
\ . ^ .-^  then  suggested  San  Francisco;  1 told  him  no.  very 
' • : > : emShatSly.  I said.  “1  want  the  flaps  at  15  per  cent  and 


,.  1 also  want  tnc  vcnii».  . 

Q.  when  you  take  off."  He  gave  me  a negative  on  the  stairs. 
W y-  — cogently  as  I recall.  “God  damn, t,  1 can  t 


/ He  said,  not  too  gently  as  l recan.  u™ 

: 1 0;.  rout,  SK 


llilil# 


was 


i-am 


’ way  taGuba!  I began  to  realize  that  if  l didn’t  hurry  up 

rand  do  it,  I was  going  to  go  dingy.  * ;'v* 


ipiyinghwii^ 


mm 

4^}Wi 


and  do  it,  1 was  going  to  go  omgy.  . „ ite  did  try^p  humor  me  with:*  » 

ANON.  It  sounds  like  a Jerry  Lewis  jnovie.  Have  you^.  i * *~i 

heard  that  song  about  you? 

n/utnixi . 5..  Aesri  t it  ill  hear  it  in  my  sleep,  I think  y. 


try  tp  numor  me  w.w ■ 
ten  ’the  passenger  fc&A*  he  wu.a 

sard  that  song  aoout  your  , • . tki_ v m tfe**?  •< 

COOPER,  Yes.  And  I stiUBear  it  in  my  **M*"*$,fc  vANONi  What  dljWaayP’tf 

it  should  be  number  one  on  the  shit  parao  . ' , ’Sm -f  COOPER:  He  kept  saying  that. a - - 

ANON : D.B.  Cooper...Is  that  your  real  name?  v , ^ San  Francisco.  things  like  thafcjv*"^; 

ssszrrzL 

nuned  Cooper.  Was  that  your  inspiration  or  what?  ...  r ; P,  . . kl,„  mr  and  that  if  I got  top.bpg 

rnnoitR.  i stuck  a pin  a in  a Seattle  phone 


You^can  look'  it*wp  ifVou  like.  There  is  a D.B.  Cooper  | 

1,St/dioN:  We’d  Hike  to  know  something  about  tbe',/| 
parachutes  that  were  delivered  to  you  aboard  the  jet. 

Were  they  to  your  liking?  . i;:k 

. COOPER:  Negative,  bomebody  was  playrng  games  , 
there.  The  backpack  harness  did  not  have  the  necessary  , , 
D-rings  for  attaching  the  chestpacks.  They  were  some  , 
sort  of  emergency  rigs  for  aerobatic  flying,  l guc»-S  * r.V 
just  said  to  hell  with  it,  I'd  have  to  jump  without  a;  . 

reSANON:  Everyone  assumed  you  asked  for  two 
parachutes  so  they  wouldn't  give  you  one  with  andtc  , 

L,  uid  uta. 


COOPER.  I 


“I’ll  be  back  injflv|j§ 
years.. 


KM 

that  said  crime  doesn't  pay  in  it.  not  knowing  wnctner  ...  , • % V. 

you  were  going  to  force  somebody,  like  . ,^ow  hcar  mc,  this  is  your  skyjacker  speaking.  Nobodj 

maybe,  to  bail  ouv.with  you.  What  did  you  do  with  the  circumstances,  is  to  attempt  tomake_«» 

T.arac'hnrr?  ' ^ „ — ..,irh  u that  understood?  The, 


route  for  departure- lift  tnc  nose  am* 
stairs  down."  He  also  told  me  that  he  couldn  t make 
' Mexico  with  the  flaps  and  gear  dow.n*  ^ff“h^n°0t 
compute  the  fuel  consumption  and  shoot  for  Reno  I 
rPld  he  got  my  idea  all  by  himself.  I told  him 
affirmative,  to^ead  south.  Then  1 slammed  the  cockpit 
door  and  went  back  to  the  tourist  companrnent  with  the 
stew  According  to  my  watch,  we  got  airborne  at  7.40 
pjn.1  four  hours  and  42  minutes  since  leaving  Portland. 

«^i^3ES35i«v  ■ 

-yi»  h»dcd  your  ikyj»ck  not.  to  on.  of  .It. 

0 “SS  v»  Th,  brunette,  I *.  dtoujb,  I 

trvinc  to  proposition  her...ln  away,  she  was  right. 

^ANON:  You  were  very  careful  about  retrieving  that 
• nore,  about  not  leaving  it-or  anything  else--  behind  as  _ 
evidence  Could  you  tell  us  what  the  note  said?  . 

COOPER:  Word  for  word.  It  said, “I  an*  *h'jack‘n? 


CX COOPER:  I made  a special  point  of  hot  leaving  it 
behind  in  the  cabin.  I cut  it  up  into  strips  ^d  usedthc 
strips  to  tie  the  money  bag  to  my  waist,  very  securely. 

NC  ANON  You’ve  told  us  something  about  the  jump, 
about  working  the  escape  door  and  plunging  out  into  the 
darkness.  How  did  you  bail  out  without  tipping  off  the 
crew? 

COOPER: 


“Now  hear  me,  tnis  is  your  a*yj~~. * -r— - • 
under  any  circumsttnces.  is  to  attempt  **  »£*_“ 
further  contact  with  me.  Is  that  understood?  , 

^ ANON?  It  was  at  that  time  that  you-lcaped  clear  wii 

the  $200,000?  ‘ • .fjQk 

COOPER:  Well,  sometime  after  that. 


(tape  garbled  briefliy  here.) 


...took  the  stewardess^  forward,  and  <Jrd«cd  Jh' 
captain  to  lock  the  door  from  the  inside.  I checked  it. 
out.lt  was  locked.  1 returned  aft.  closing  the  first-class . 
and!  tourist  compartment  curtains  securely  behind  me.  ^ 


ANON:  One  final  thing,  Mr.  Cooper.  You  ve  g; 
*200.000.  a national  reputation,  youve  been  fust  . 
something  you’ve  wanted  to  do.  That  a awkward  b 
you  know  what  1 mean...what  now?^  ' .| 

COOPER:  I’m  going  to  retire.  Tonight,  I am  leavi 
for  parts  unknown. 

ANON:  You  aren’t  going  to  fly,  are  you? 

COOPER*.  What  do  you  think? 

ANON:  Don't  know,  to  tell  the  truth.  _ ■■ 
COOPER:  Good.  Loose  lips  sink  ships.  I ve  let  mi 
flap  far  too  freely.  It’s  very  hard  to  keep  a story  1 


© 


thr^ened^.W  up  the  j clad- only  in 


By  Alien  Nacheman 
•'••Portland,  Ore.' — AP — 
Two  years  after  parachuting 
from  a Northwest  Airlines  jet 
..with  .5200,000  in  ransom 
..money,-  the  plane  hijacker 
known]  as  Dan  Cooper,  re- 
mains a folk  hero  and  a mys- 
tery. ■ 

- -..He  is , according  to  the  US 
Department  of  Transporta- 
tion, the  only  person  ever  to 
•hijack  a domestic  airliner 
r who  has  not  been  killed  or 
t 0 brought  to  justice.  He  may 
i 21'  dead. but.. . 


l light  business- 


■ Ai-Ii—  «...  suit  and  street  shoes.  He  par-: 

. Atrhne  offiaals  and  FBrj  achuted  into  the  blackness  of  < 
re8o.f«tcC,0n'!?rIed  Wlfh  his  : a raging. thunderstorm,  into  a j 
requests  and  Cooper  allowed  200  m.p.h.  hour  wind  and! 
z ?hr!e.\!*rs  an<?  two  of  ' temperature  of  minus  7 de-,j 

the  three'stewardesses  to  grees.  •' i 

, ‘1  * He.;  could  not  have  sur-W 

' Vo  fltsoSthtr?  R.elhM  pane;'  vived‘:  po^ce  reasoned.  They! 
■ 200  t0,Ren0,  Nev-  at  j said  they,  were  simplv  look-? 

feet  ZZ  ZtTrl1  I0'000'  ir*  {or  a body  and  a bag  of, 

.wSw^yfSJdfpir"-  *«*«**  -*>  »«! 

-,__After  takeoff  from  Seattle ' j 
a red  light  flashed  In  the.i 
cockpit,  indicating  the  plane’s  s 
rear  boarding  ramp  had  been.-j 
.unlatched.  4 * 

„ Nothing  was  heard  from  J 
Ccoper  for  about  20  minutes,  i 
At  3:10  p.m.,  as  the  plane  | 
crossed  the  Lewis  River  in  l 

southwestern  Washington,  j 


i •>  2 “We'really  know  nothing 
- “ more  about  him  today  than 


r;  ^ more  aoout  him  todav  than 
Si  '■  3 we  did  at  11  p.m.  w'ednes- 
% 24  day,  Nov.  24,  1971"  says  Ju- 
|V  75  lius  Mattson,  special' agent  in 
* • charge,  of  the  Portland  FBI  > 
|.  1 ; office.  •'  • •: 

f.  2?  Authorities  said  this  is  ; 
v.  ?8  what  happened  on  that 
.f  , q Thanksgiving  Eve: 
f y : A'man  who  gave  his  name  | 
£ • 0 as  Dan  Cooper  bought  a one  I 
•f  ? 1 way  ticket  at  Portland  Inter-  ’ 


. ! 


I ' aboard  .Northwest  Airlines' I 
•V  } - Flight  305  which  originated  < 
3 4 in  Washington,  D.  C.  • j 
f 75  .-No  antihijacking  measures •] 

' k ' , were  in-  operation  as  the  36  j 
| '“passengers  boarded  the.* 
5 • Boeing  727  for  the  25  minute  ! 
•g  3 8-  flight.,  i v . . . . z>-A 


3 9 Handed  a jiote  :'v.| 
40-'- Once  j in  the  air.  Cooper  \ 
r ; 1 handed;  stewardess  Tina 
V j ^ Mucklow  a note  saying  he 


f "S  had  a bomb.  Following  Coon- 
43  ert' orders,.  Miss  Mucklow 


i 4 4'  sat.*‘beside  the  skyjacker  and 
f « e. wrote  .down  instructions,  to 
f ^thtfpilot  ' 

| wanted  10,000  twenty  , 

| 47  dollar  bills  to  be  delivered  to  ; 
| 4 8 him  at  Seattle  in  a laundry  ! 
t:  4Qsack,  along  with  two  sets  of  i 
| H*parachutes.  Otherwise  he  "i 

pO..^ 


Capt.  William  Scott  thought  i 
' the  hijacker  was  having  trou-'i 
ble  with  the  ramp  and  called  j 
back  over  the  plane's  inter-  j 
phone:  ‘3 

"Anything  we  can  do  for  \ 
you?"4  . . • — :i 

• Thel'e  was  no  answer.  • 

Light  flashes  again  '-  ; 

‘ Another  light  flashed -j 
showing  the  ramp. was  fully  .• 
extended.  A few  seconds  lat-  j 
er  the  hijacker  came  back  on-" 
.the  interphone:  "No."  r~  f 

That  was  the  last  everi 
heard  of  him.  • -i, 

When  the  piane  landed  in» 
Reno,  , the  rear  ramp  was 
down  and  Cooper  was  gone.'. 
The  21  pound  sack  of  money . 
was  gone.  One  set  of  para-.i 
chutes  was  gone.  The  sky-  } . 
..jacker,  who  had  jCA.ref.ully  * 
..reclaimed  his  note,  to  the  f 
• stewardess,  had  left  no  fin-i 
. j^hjirints.-  • V ;' 

• Authorities  believed  Co  dp 
er'  jumped  from  the:  plarir'i 
naaf*  Woodland.'  Wash.  rtic£: 
tdwtf.yras  transformed  into-C 

•'btetlrftg  command  post  fop  - 
.-small  army  of  newsmen  arid 
dozens  of  FBI -agents;  policy 
and  soldiers  from  Ft.  Lewis,- 
Wash,  i- 

Witlf  planes.,  helicopters,, 
jeeps  and  track  dogs,  they 
combed  the  vast,  densely 
wooded,  regionunortheast-.  ol 
Woodland;  Much  of  it  was 
•tugged ; terrain, : thick k with  . 1 
frehhly  fallen  snow,  and.vir-.«-l 
tuaily  impysabU.  ’ >• 

. The:hijacker.  left  the  plane  ; 1 


until  the  spring  thaw,  A 
week  later  the  army  of 
searchers  was  disbanded.  : 

In  the  ensuing  months, 
Cooper  became  a legend  in 
the  Northwest  — pictured.as 
a lone  Robin  Hood  who  stole 
from  a giant- corporation, 
hurt  no  one  and  got  away.  A 
song  extolling  his  feat  be- 
came a hit.  “D.  B.  Cooper; 
Where  Are  You?”  T-shirts 
sold  by  the  thousands.  ' 1 

The  media  had  erroneously1 
identified  the  skyjacker  as  D.' 
B.  rather  than  Dan  Cooper.-  • ' 
' Then,  late  in  March  1972,’ 
300  soldiers  from  Ft.  Lewis- 
searched  the  thawing  terrain'- 
for  18  days.  They  (our.d  not  a., 
trace  of  Cooper,  “Although, 
we  did  find  a body  and;' 
cleared  up  a local  murder,’! 
says  FBI  agent  Mattson. 

• "We  investigated  every 
report  and  so  far  have  proved 
that  the  various  men  report-  • 
ed/to  be  Cooper  could  not; 
have  been  the  man  on  Flight 
305,"  Mattson  says.  , ; 

Not  evidence  P cNj 

"We  have  no  physical  evi- 
dence to  go  on  except  the  $20 
bills,"  he  said,  adding  the 
numbers  of  all ! 10,000.  bills V 
were  circulated  to  banks  in  a-, 
34  page  booklet.  None  has-? 
turned  up; 

.-"  Northwest  Airlines,  which"' 
offered  a.  $25,000  reward' 

.'  Turn  to  page  3,  column  1 ‘ 


■ . ..  ."  Frompagel  , 
for  recovery  of  the  fanson 
1 .has  canceled  the  offer.  ■% 

) " But  last  week,  on  the  Tec 
l;.ond;  anniversary  of  the  hi 
-.-jacking,  the  Oregon  Joiirna 
newspaper  offered  SI.OOCTtc 
anyone  who  could  produw 
' one  of  the  $20  bills.'.  There 
! hav«  been  no  takers, 

' tD^attson  says  a numberuf 
i-BI  agents  have  worked -on 


the  case,  to  no  avail.  - 

operls 


Is  he  convinced  Cooper  u 
dead? Z&j? 
j "No:  The  terrain  is  just  *00 
. rugged . . . to  be  thoroughly 
searched.  And  there  is  still 
•the  possibility  he  may'have 
; landed  in  Bake  Merwin. 
: which  is  30  miles  long,  a mile 
: wide  and  too  deep  to  drag® 
- .be  searched  by  divers. - jggal 
:|  "We  are  keeping  an  op“ 
■inlnd  for  Jack-  of  evident 
either  way  — that'he  is  deled 
or  alive,  We  are  still  working; 
as  hard  oh  the  case  now^iS’ 
;we  were  two  years  ago.”  m 


7-16-6  3) 
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(Mount  Clipping  In  Spoce  Below)  ^ 

‘Cooper’  Mil  RewdrM 


Sruiil*  “Journal,  in  coopera- 
f lion  with  the  Federal  Bureau' 
k'of  Investigation,  is  publish- 
J ;ing  the  complete  list  of  serial 
>,  numbers  of  10,030  $20  bills 
t^paid  to  the  man  identified  as 
w.  t‘D.B.  Cooper”  Thanksgiving 
, CEve,  1971,  in' return  for  the 
Release  of  passengers  and 
^some'  stewardesses  • of  a 
'"Northwest  - Orient  Airlines  - 
5.727  jet  he  hijacked  out  of 
^Portland. . 

.^•Because  of  the  enormity  of 
y- the  task,  the  list  of  serial 
: numbers  will  be  published  in 
: ; 'installments.  The  first  group-.. 
1 '■>  ing  of  numbers  is  at  the  left.  ' 
; i-  There  are  34  pages  of  mim- 
- bers  in  the  Fiji’s  official  list 
and  each  of  these  pages  will 


: be  reprodu^T^^e^jow^x^tdisappeared  wr5^wper4 
nal.  Readers  can  clip,  and;' when  he,  parachuted-,  from .. 
“mount  the  reproductions  cn  t.the  rear  stairs  of  the  jetliner  v 
"'  notebook  .paper  and  create!? between  Seattle  and  Reno.v  if 
their  own  copies  of, the  offir^e;  Banks  and  other,  financial;? 
■dal  list.V V "''’’^'‘.institutions  have  had  copies*. 

The  currency  paid  to  Coop-  ‘ of  the  list  of  serial  .numbere  -. 
er  was  collected  in  a • fewt*  since  it  was  first 'prepared/ 
short'  hours  in  the  Seattle-/,  by  the  FBI  shortly  after  the  i 
area 'that  night  two  years--.  ajr  piracy  occurred.  This  is'-; 

■ ago  while  the  .hijacked  jet- . the  first  time  that  the  list f 

liner  waited  on  a runway  at  

Seattle-Tacoma  Intemation-  has  been 
al  Airport  and  ‘ airline ' and  .the  public.  \ ' L* 

law  enforcement  officials  ne-;V.’The  series  year  lor’the* 
gotiated  for  . release  of  pas-  bills,  if  known,  is  shown  al-; 
■sengers  and  some  crew  ter  the  serial  numbers.-  ; T^ 
members.  Readers  are  requested -to'-; 

The' money  was  ail  in  $20  examine  all  $20  bills  now  in-. 

. Federal  Reserve  notes.  their  possession  or~  which- 

heareafter  come  into  thear - 

' - .p  os  session  to  ascertam" 

(whether  they  have  any.of  thef 

Imissmg'ransam^moneyi  | 

| The  Journal  will  pay1  $1$)0[ 
for  the  first  $20  bill  from  that* 
ransom  money  that  is  turned  , 
in  either  to  the  newspaper  or 
to  the  FBI.  t t x':: 

Check  the  list  of  sen#?* 
'numbers,  published  in  tins 
an'd  subsequent  editions  <«-. 
’.the  newspaper.  You  may* 
have  one  of  the  missing  bills.-. 
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yPinjm:  QfD.B.  Cooper 
ijGets  SLOOP 


' >.  Are  you  checking  the  seri- , 

) ...  ’ al  lumbers  of  ihc  §20  bills  in  i 
^ -r ryour  possession  against  the*' 
list  being  published  in  The* 

I : Journal  of  bills  given  to  the 
} aircraft  hijacker  identified  ’ 
, as'DJB.  or  Dan  Cooper? 

\ 3"  It’s  a • fascinating  game  | 

4 l .‘Which  could  pay  you  $1,000  i 
3 for  one  of  the  Cooper  20s  and 
s -could  result  in  solution  of' 

0 , one  of  law  enforcement’s 

1 ..mo$t  baffling  cases.  ; ■ ;». 

3 l . Checking  serial  numbers! 


This  resulted  in  solution  on 
I two  Pacific  Northwest! 
.'crimes  in  the  past  decade, , 

: according  to  files  of  the  FBI.  j 
-The  Bank  of  California  in  j 
Tacoma.  Wash,,  was  robbed  j 
Feb.  14,  1906  of  $9,850  and  j 
the  amount  included  10  $20 
■ bills  that  could  be  identified  j 
. by  serial  number.  . f 

' . Numbers  of  the  Mils  were  | 
'circularized  by  Tacoma  po-  • 
•rites  in  shopping  centers  and  l 
ia'few  days  later  a man  wash 
f arrested  after  he  passed  two! 
4 bills  identifiable  as  part  oft 
the  bank  robbery  money. 

He  said  lie  stole  the  money 
from  a parked  car,  but  in'* 
.subsequent  investigation  lie 
and  two  . other -men  were  im- 
* plicated  in  the  bank  robbery ' 
i and  each  was  later  sen*,; 

. tenced  to  prison.  * - 
v The  second  case  lad  thrill- 
ing overtones  and  involved  : 
the  leaving  of  $25,000  at  a , 
specified  site  in  Anchorage. 


Alaska,  in  answer  to  a de- ' 
mand  from  a man  who  tele-., 
phoned  an  airline  that  “as* 
crooked  eg g”  (bomb)  was 
aboard  a Seattle-bound  jet-..: 
lir.er;"and  . - would  explode  t 
when  the  plane  descended  to 
10,000  feet.  ’ „ -c*-w. 

The -jet  had?  118  'passen^ 
gers,  including  72  children,'* 
and  9 crew  members  aboard. 
•Under’ those  conditions,  the., 
airline  arranged  for  the  mon- : 
ey  to  be  delivered  to  the  des- 
ignated site  and  then  await- 
ed a call  to  describe  the  hid-  / 
ing  place  of  the- bomb -and 
how  to  disarm  it.  v ■'.  • . 

The  call  never  'came  and*? 
eventually  the  jet  Jiad  -tO  ■' 
iand  after  five  tension-filled J?; 
hours  and  did  so  at  Seattle  ' 
i with  people  • praying  and 
holding  their  breath.  There  > 
'was  no  bomb. 

But  in  the  bundle  of  bills 
making  up  the  $25,000  was  a. 
number  of  bills  in  which' the, 
serial  numbers  had  been  re-;  j 
corded  and  these  numbers,:’ 
were  distributed  to  airlines.*:; 
banks,  savings  and  loan  as- 
sociations. car  rental  compa- 
nies, hotels,  finance  compa- 
nies, grocery  stores  and  oth- 
er places.  . • 

The  ‘ extortion  " occurred 
Aug.  11,  1970.  In  mid-Sep- 
tember one  ofthe-identifia-  • 
ble  bills  turned  up  in  a bank. 
FBI  agents  traced  the  bill  to 
an  apartment  house  manag- 
er, then 'to  a r renter-  of  an'; 
anartment  and  finally  to  an-?: 
other  bank.  Eventually  It. 
was  determined  that  -a  roan  , 


who  had  paid  cash  ior  rem- 
ing  a car  on  Aug.  12'  had 
-..lived  in  the  area  of  the  pay- 
' off  site,  all  because  of-,  the 
i:one  bill  that  turned  up. 

I-  Still  later,  the  * Klamath 
. Falls  Police  Department  in- 
quired about  a man  who  had„ 
’.-arrived  ip  that  city,  "with  a 
l forge  amount  of  money  and 
had  p3id  off  his  wife’s  debts.; 
FBI'  agents’  based  in"  JPortA 
- lard  - determined  that,  the 
man  had  been  a big  spender, 
while  in  Oregon,  giving  his 

• wife  $1,400,  his  mother-in- 
law  $400,  paying  $100  to  a1' 
bar  owner  for  loss  of  a bar-1 
maid  forgone  night,  buying  • ; 

' two  cars  and  spending  $500  ’ 

I'  to  $1,000  per  evening  buying  / 
/ drinks -for  customers  in,  a'^ 
: - bar.  : ' . ' - 1 

fC  sept.  20.-1970,  the  FBI  ar-f: 
' rested  a- West  German  cltl-IJ 
zen  in  Portland  and  he  ad-1  j 
mitted  making  the  hoax  calls!) 
,to  the  airline.  He  later,  that*! 

• year  .was  sentenced  to  five  ] 
^years' in  the  , custody  of  the' . 
v attorney  general  of  the  Unit- 
.fed  States  on  a chaise,  of  im- 
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Checking  the  $20  bills  in 
your  possession  against 
those  in  the  so-called  Cooper, 
.caper  might  result  in  solu- 
“ tion  of  that  case  also.  The. 

. Journal  is  publishing  ••  the 
v serial  .numbers  in  * install-,. 
\ merits’-  (some  are  if  left)j 
and  will  publish  rim  or  Oj? 
? of  them  over  the  next  sever-? 
?7  al  .days  until  the  complete’ 

. 'list  has  been  made  available 
, to  readers.- 
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Skyjacked  $ 20 Repor  **  fi 


MThc'  Journal  is  making  its 
ftSecret  Witness"  plan  avail-,: 
' able  for'  Use  in  helping  re-  - 
cover  the  "Cooper  cash,"  the  .. 
. ; $200,000  that  disappeared  the  * 
night  of  Nov.  24,  1971,  with  . 
• the  parachuting  - hijacker' 
^popularly  known  as  D.  B. 

Cooper.  

.’.  The  plan  can  be  used  with' 
or  separate  from  the  news- 
i paper’s  offer  to  pay  $1,000 
-.for  the  first  $20  bill,  to  be 
•'■turned  in  that  can  be  verified 
7'tjy  the  FBI  to  be  part  of  the 
'money  Cooper  obtained  from 
^Northwest  Orient  Airlines 
•'prior  to  jumping  from  a jet- 
. liner  he  had  commandeered. 

It  can  be  used  to  return  the 
, money,  enter  into  negotia- 
: cions  for  its  return  or  to  pro- 
‘ vide  information  on  the 
: whereabouts  of  the  elusive 
; hijacker. 

..  Tlie  “Secret  Witness”  plan 
Twill  enable  someone  with  one 
' or  more  of  the  missing  bills 
i to  surrender  the  money  and 
, still  keep  his  or  her  identity 
.secret. 

Here  is  how  to  use  the 
Iplan: 

r'  1.  Place  the  money  in  a 
place  of  your  choosing  and 

[write  down  instructions  for 
locating  it..  • ‘ 

• 2.  Do  not  sign  your  name.  ', 
but  on  both  lower  comers  of..' 
the  first  page  write  a code. 

' using  any  combination  of 


numbers!  and  letters.  information'  to'TRS  Ftff| 

; 3.  Tear  off  one  of  the-cor-^which  will  pick  up  the  moneys 
ners,  making  a jagged  tear.';!;  and'. verify  ■whether?it,is^i^E: 
"Keep  the '•torn'  off  > corner-^  deed;  from^.thfr-tCoOper^ran® 
bearing  your  code  and  mail‘d  som.' If  it  is/ that fact: will  be^ 
the  report  containing  the  du--' ’ published  in  the  newspaper: 
plicate  code  to  “Secret.Wit-%*/  After  that,1  give  the"  tom' off g 
.’ness,”  The  Journal,- 1320  SW.^ -•  cornet  you  ■ have  Jcept'!  to  a1® 
: Broadway,'  Portland,:g‘,Ore.'V;:';trusted  friend  or  to  an  attorAsi 
97201.  fMfgt&U'aey  or<to  your  minister  •writhy' 

•rThc  Journal1  will,' forward  instructions  to  take  it  direct-  ; 

/ s/<£?  i 

choose  yougig^^sAvEl^ 
owN.cooEftg, j^THis-f'? 
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1 iy  15  Uif  Secret  Witnferpiairi'| 
coordinator  at  The  Journal./' 
j If  the-codes  and  tom  edges  =» 
-match,  your  agent  will  be  | 
given  the  $1,000  for  the  first;  'u 
$20  of  the  “Cooper  cash'’;  to 
be  turned  in.  ' •••  *' 

-The?  procedure  . listed  in  ■$ 
1 points  1,  2 and  3 can  be  fol-,3* 

. lowed  for  supplying  informa-' !r 
•ion  ■ about  what  . has  hap-’/ 

: pened  to  Cooper.  V, 

V ' Julius  Mattson,  agent  in 
charge  of  the  Portland  office  ; 
of  the  FBI,  says  he  can  visu-  '■£ 
alize  situations  where  people./ 
with  the  money.,  might  .be 
willing  to  turn  it  in,  Dut  do  »l* 
not  wish  it  to  become  known  V* 
that  they  have  the  money. 

. “Suppose  someone  had 
I found  the.  money,  and  has 
j been  holding  onto  it  afraid  to 
j turn-  it  in,  or  has  even  spent 

V some  of  it  and  then  become 
afraid  of  the  consequences;  . .- 
such  ' a person  might  wel- 
come the  ‘Secret  Witness’ 
opportunity,”  Mattson  add- 
ed. 

There  has  long  been  specu-;A 
lation  that  the  hijacker  per-  . 
ished  in  his  nocturnal  leap.';' 
from  the-  jetliner,  and  that 
some  day  a hunter,  or  hikers 
would  find  his  body  or  the  - 
< money  somewhere  along  the 
' flight  path  of  the  aircraft  be- : 

■ tween  Seattle  and  Reno.  It  is 
,.  this  • possibility  .-.to  which  •; 

» Mattson  .refers.  • ■ Jf  ./o' ..  j 


t Clipping  in  Space  Below) 


iListOf  $20.  Number  sSpurs 


,4  ^By  Aolla  j,  crick 

J , Journal  Staff  Writer 

9 Jsfofe  search  goes  on. 

(i  J^For  two  years,  the  FBI  has : 
T J combed  the  woods  for  a clue  - 
1 * to  the  location  of  the  airline 
j hijacker  who  called  himself 
1 - Dan  Cooper  and  of  the 
f ; $200,000  he  extorted  from 

4 /-  Northwest  Orient  Airlines. 

5 T' . • “We’ve  never  stopped 
(•  looking  for  the  man  or  the 
1 ■ money  or  both,"  J.  Earl 
] Milne,  agent  in  charge  of  the 
8 ^Seattle  office  of  the  FBI,  in-.' 
\ wformed  The  Journal  Tuesday 
T * in  thanking  the  newspaper 

0 ’-for  publishing  the  serial 

1 'numbers  of  the  missing  $20 
| bills. 

I The  baffiing  Cooper  case 
’ falls  under  the  jurisdiction  of  • 
4 the  Seattle  FBI  office  be- 
; i cause  the  actual  extortion  of 
J f the  money  occurred  in  Seat- 
i ? j tie,  although  the  crime  had 
- • y j its  beginning  in  Portland. 

g{'  -'-Leads  continually  are 
; i being  received  and  we  check 

i f ' them  out,’-’  Milne  said.  - • 

\ P "But  I would  like  to  jadd. 

, 1 my  continued  plea  for  people, 
: C v to  look  for  the  missing  bills.’ 
k r%Jl  we  could  recover  just  one 
r of  those  $20  bills,  it  would 
4 put  us  far  ahead  of  where  we 
C have  been.”  “ . 

r The  Journal  is  offering 

6 $1,000  for  the  first  of  the;' 
b ' missing  bills  to  be  turned  in 
L either  to.  the  newspaper  or  to 
r any  office  of  the  FBI.  Au- 
9 thenticity  of  the  bill  as  a 

: q part  of  the  Cooper  ransom 
i-  r money  will  be  verified  by  the 
; l FBI  and  then, The  Journal 
\ . B ....  will  pay  the  $1,000  to  the  per- 
s jj  ? son  who  had  it, 


The  reward  offer  has'  — =Ivlilne  'said  the  cSnipusius^ 

traded  attention  across  the  ,,  picture  of  the  hijacker  pub- 
nation.  Inquiries  , about  it?  lishedon  Page  1 of  this  edi-^ 
have  been  received  by  the;  tion  of  The  Journal , a«4 
•newspaper  from  as  far  away ..  best  likeness  we  taye^  everJl 
‘ as'  Virginia,  New  York,  Los  . had  of  the  man.  • v *145’ 
Angeles  and  Hawaii,  Toe  hijacker  bought  a tick-;: 

Reproduction  of  the  FBI’s 'C.et  to  Seattle,  giving  the  name.^ 

cS  uSHFZu*  of;C^  W 

the  10,000  "Cooper  cash”  t>efore  he  parted  NWA  ^ 
serial  numbers  was  started"';  flight  305  «t  p“rtlajl^.’nt^' 4 
in  The  Journal  Thanksgiving  •;  n ational  Airport  on  TTianKs- 
Day  and  will  be  continued  in  :j  giving  Eve,  1971.  He  hand- 
installments.- : Persons  - whoii  ed  his  demand  note  to 
cannot  easily  obtain  copies  a stewardess,  displayed  what£ 
of  the  newspaper  could  in-.]  appeared  to  be- a dynamite: 
quire  at  the  FBI  office  near-  ’ bomb  in  the  bnefoase  he  car-- 
est  their  home  cities  as  to  : ried,  and  warned,  NoTun- 
l whether  they  could  obtain  or  ny  stuff.”’;-  ■'  --V® 

inspect  a copy  of  the  FBI’s  The  crew  cautioned 
list  • : against  intervention  from, 

/ Since  making' the  reward  flaw  enforcement  people  fori 

j-*,  n* 

[ferred  to  the  FBI  informal  lspent  several  hours  on  the 
} tion  coming  to  it  on  the  find-  . g^und  at  Seattle  whale  the 
l ing  of  part  of  a parachute : at . m0Qey  was  rounded  up.  Then 
the  6,700-foot  level  on.  rthed  the  passengers  and  all  but  a 
' northeast  slope  of  Mt.  Hood.|>gkeleton  crew  were  reieased 
The  find  was  recent  andi’and  the  737  took  off  toward, 
may  have  no 'connection  withf  f Reno.  * 

..  the  Cooper  case,  but  Juliusji  ^ hijacker  disappeared- 
'.Mattson,  agent  m charge  oft  jetliner  after  the- 

the  Portland  office  of  F1®* 1 rear  stairway  was  lowered  in  t 
■ FBI,  said  a part  of  the  P"®!;;  flight.  So  did  the  money.  , 

.,]S2to  dSeSf  £“ ^ 

' mid-West  section  of  the  Unit-; 

passengers  ana  some  crewj  . 5|  . T.- 

members  of  the  jet  he  com-  [ ed  Stat  * . _ . . . '-L  ' * 
mandeered.put.of Portland.  HeJm°tldrlalei|li  **?£ 


l dressed  in  a black  or  brown  ?; 
suit,  narrow  black  tie,  whited 
’ shirt,  black  rain-type  over-5* 
coat  or  topcoat  and  browner 
shoes.  He  carried  a dark  - 
briefcase  and  a paper  bag,  !'\ 

During'  part  of  the  flight,^ 
he  put  on  dark  wrap-around; 

‘ sunglasses  with  dark  frames. 

He  was  thought  to  be  in  his 
. mid-tOs,  5 feet  10  to  6 feet,; 
170  td  ISO  pounds  and  had  an: 
•olive  or ’Latin  appearance.: 
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rr,.,  • V/ui  e,w»„  ‘ • The-  FBI  is  still;  looking  v for  ..him--  and;;; 

tl(lV&  .1  Oil  oOeil  ttini*,  money.-  The  Joumal  is  offering; $1,080  for 

HERE  ARE  anist’s  composite  sketches  of  f first  $20  of  that  "money  to-be  turned  in,-if 
parachuting  hijacker  Dan  Cooper  who  dis->:  money  matches  serial  numbers  of- any  of- 
appeared  • with  $200,000  from  Northwest,:,  ; 10,000  bills  that  vanished  wit.h. Cooper.; Some';?, 
Orient  Airlines,  jet  Nov.  24,  1071,  as  it  flew.  - of  serial  numbers  arc  to.,be.fot}nd  .on  page  ■ 
at  his  orders  between  Seattle  and  Reno;  .\2.v.  •;  ’<  • • • , ,..r,  ."  -a 
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A THREE- YEAR-OLD  QUESTION*  • • 11 

WHERE  IS  D.B.  COOPER?  141  iO  :ffS  . 

BY  B.J.  MCFARLAND 

PORTLAND,  ORE.  (UPI)  — IT'S  THANKSGIVING  TIME  /mD~THOUGHTfc*AROUNl 
HERE-NOT  ONLY  TURN  TO  TURKEY,  PUMPKIN  PIE  AND  FOOTBALL,  BUT  ALSO  TOf 
D.  B?i.QOP£ft,  HISTORY'S  FIRST  AND  ONLY  SUCCESSFUL  PARACHUTING  SKY 
'BANDIT.  WHERE  IS  HE  AND  WHERE  DID  HE  STASH  THE  CASH? 

THREE  YEARS  AGO  ON  THANKSGIVING  EVE  COOPER  WENT  ABOARD  A NORTHWES' 
ORIENT  AIRLINES  FLIGHT  IN  PORTLAND  FOR  A SHORT  HOP  TO  SEATTLE.  * ,.&■ 
THE  PLANE  WASN'T  AIRBORNE  MUCH  MORE  THAN  FIVE  MINUTES  WHEN  ONE  OF 
THE  MORE  BIZARRE  CRIMES  IN  HISTORY  WAS  COMMITTED.  * ' 1 

COOPER,  THREATENING  TO  SET  OFF  AN  EXPLOSIVE  DEVICE,  DEMANDED  ANDij 
GOT  $200,000  IN  $20  BILLS  DELIVERED,  ALONG  WITH  THREE  PARACHUTES,  TO 
THE  PUNE  IN  SEATTLE.  THEN  AFTER  ALLOWING  THE  PASSENGERS  TO  DEBARK, ii 
HE  ORDERED  THE  CREW  TO  FLY  THE  727  TO  RENO,  NEV.,  FOLLOWING  A COURSE 
DOWN  THE  WESTERN  SECTOR  OF  WASHINGTON  AND  OREGON  BEFORE  CUTTING  M 
ACROSS  THE  MOUNTAINS  ON  A DIRECT  FLIGHT  TO  RENO.  SOMEWHERE  IN  ROUTEI 
HE  BAILED  OUT  VIA  THE  TAIL  EXIT.  3 

NO  TRACE  OF  COOPER  OR  THE  MONEY  EVER  WAS  FOUND./,.;-  m 

IT  SET  OFF  A CHAIN  OF  SIMIUR  SKYJACKINGS  THAT  CHANGED.  THE  FACE  OB 
AIR  TRAVEL  THROUGHOUT  THE  WORLD.  .....  ;:jj 

BUT  ONLY  COOPER  BEAT  THE  LAW  AT  TAKING  THE  MONEY  AND  JUMPING.  THEj 

LAW«THELCASE  IS°ANNACTIVEH0NE,  NOT  ONLY  HERE  BUT  THROUGH  THE  UNITED Jj 
STATES,"  SAID  JULIUS  MATTSON,  AGENT  IN  CHARGE  OF  THE  FBI  PORTUND  ..4| 

0FF«WE'RE  STILL  GETTING  LEADS,"  HE  SAID,  "BUT  NOT  QUITE  AS  HEAVY  ASlf 
WE  WERE.  THE  CASE  STILL  IS  IN  THE  PUBLIC  MIND  AND  WHEN  THE  PUBLICUM 
THINKS  OF  IT,  IT  ALSO  THINKS  OF  US.'  ' 1 

"THERE  REALLY  HAS  BEEN  NO  SUBSTANTIVE  DEVELOPMENT. ’ THE  WORK  NOW .-IS 
MOSTLY  ELIMINATING  POSSIBILITIES,  PROVING  OR  DISPROVING  TIPS  OFFERED^ 


WASWINGJON  CAPITAI^NEWS^ERM 


I .as, 


\<wspap«r,  city 


IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  DISTRICT  COURT 
FOR  THE  DISTRICT  OF  OREGON  * 


Initio  states  or  America, 


: (ijOHN  DOE,  also  known  as 
"'W.N  COOPER,  and  more 
- ^particularly  described 
1 'ibelov;. 


(49  U.S.C.  §1301(15)  ar:5  {3 
§1472 (i)  and  18  U.S.C.  §1? 


THE  GRAND  JURY  CHARGES: 


s * | On  or  about  the  24th  day  of  November,  1971,  in  the  Districting 

’4>f  Oregon,  JOHN  DOE,  also  known  as  D7vK  COOPER,  a male  Caucasian,  age  JJ* 
■ ■ ' : 
bjbid-Eorti  es;  height  S'iO^-G';  weight  170-180  lbs.;  physical  build  °Ve^ 

linage  to  well  built;  complexion  olive,  medium  smooth;  hair  dark  brown 

jib  lack,  parjted  on  left,  combed  back,  of  greasy  appearance;  sideburns  at||j 

| J, 

b -j'low  ear  level;  eyes  brown  or  dark;  voice  low  without  particular  accent 
I*  ^fusing  an  intelligent  vocabulary ; and  a heavy  smoker  of  cigarettes,  . 
f ; l ! d^fendin't?  :di^how£iS^co^;fe;an^ 


3 1 

.'f\  f within  the  special  aircraft  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  by  seising 
. 'I  ^Jand  exercising  control  by  force  and  violence  and  by  threats  of  i.orcs  .'kj, 
.I  Lnd  violence  and  with  wrongful  intent,  of  a civil  aircraft  cf  the  Unit'ea: 

'|i,  life t ate s while  such  aircraft  was  in  flight,  that  is,  a civil  aj.rcrafr 

§ ’'4  „ 

| Ijgthen  being  operated  by  Northwest  Orient  Airlines  as  Flight  No.  305  g|: 

'•■1.,  ifbetween  Portland,  Oregon,  in  the  District  of  Oregon,  and  Seattle-Tacoq^ 

’ £ * Ik  i 

I ^International  Airport  in  the  Western  District  of  Washington,  all  m 

| * .violation  of  Section  902  (i)  of  the  Federal  Aviation  Act  of  1958, 

I I49  U.S.C.  §1301(15)  and  (34)  and  §1472  (i). 

'l'?\  COUNT  II 

1 ?f  On  or  about  the  24th  day  of  November,  1971,  in  the  Districts 

l^lof  Oregon,  JOHN  DOE,  also  known  as  DAN  COOPER,  a male  Caucasian,  ago  j|| 

l^lnid-Forties;  height  5'10"-6';  weight  170-180  lhs.?  physical  build  crer| 

- 1 : j # . _ !- 

f.  i Jage  10  well  built;  complexion  olive,  medium  smeev.v  hair  dark  bro-.7. 

I Jblack,  .parted  on  left,  combed  back,  of  greasy  appearance;  sideburns  at| 

* ‘''ilow  ear  level;  eyes  brown  or  dark;  voice  low  without  particular  accent!^ 
jusing  an  intelligent  vocabulary;  and  a heavy  smoker  of  cigarc^t 
defendant,  did  knov/ingly  and  wilfully  attempt  to  obstruct,  de_ay  and . 

• ' -!|af feet  commerce  and  the  movement  of  articles  and  commodities  in  com-  ^Jjjl 
fierce,  that  is,  a Boeing  727  three  engine  jet  airliner,  aircraft 

passengers,  their  baggage,  freight  and.  U.S.  Mail,  known  as  and  includjg 
within  Northwest  Orient  Airlines  'Flight  No.  305  between  Portland, 

, 

Oregon,  in  the  Disti'ict  of  Oregon,  anu  Seattle— Tacoma  Intcrnatioi:£. 
Airport  ih  the  Western  District  of  Washington,  by  extortion,  that  is#]® 
;ay,  defendant  attempted  to  obtain  and  did  obtain  the  sum  of  $2CG,0001~w 


! 

!vl 

i -6j 

I 49! 

ito 

j<? 

1 * 

Jk 


in  the  form  of  United  States  currency  from  and  with  the  consent  of 


’ Northwest  Orient  Airlines,'  such  consent  induced  by  a wrongful  use  of 
Jactual  and  threatened  force,  violence  and  fear  in  that  defendant  did 
thile  on  board  the  aircraft,  display  to  members  of  the  aircraft  crew 
‘device  claimed  by  defendant  to  be  a bomb  coupled  with  defendant’s 
, ^ Hem and  that  the  sum  of  $200,000  be  delivered  to  him  in  order  to  as.-.u 
blithe  continued  safety  of  the  aircraft  and  its.  contents,  all  in  viclat 


Ifof  18  U.S.C.  §1951. 


day  of  November,  1976. 


A TRUE  BILL. 


•SIDNEY  I.  LEZAK 
fiUnited  States  Attorney 
^District  of  Oregon 


^ JACK  G.  COLLINS 

^jjFirst  Assistant  United  States  Attorney 
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Lookout*' 

D.B.  Cooper 
in  Cambridge 

by  Km  Luoue 

Tin-  news  nvtlia  in  this  town  ain't  so 
speiial,  nor  arc  the  F.B.I..  anywhere. 
Tlwv've  been  narking  down  O.D.  Cmiper 
for  tears,  since  l*»7 1 in  far  I.  and  looking  l»»r 
the  Sl’OOG  s lie  obtained  in  r.inyim  from  .in 
jiiiinc  hijacking.  a feat  of  r.o  miniscule 
{•Ki|Kittioit  considering  he  escaped  — yes. 

. j ESCAPED.’  — by  parachuting  into  the 
■ Southern  California  country  tide.  The  one 
that  did  it.  AND  GOT  AWAY,  that's 
’ | Daniel  B.  Cooper. 

i Legend  has  it,  hov.es cr.  that  Cooper 
dropped  the  money,  either  in  part  or  all.  as 
he  floated  to  cat. a *nd  'hat  twcnty-dollar 
bills  were  thus  deposited  u«r.v.-.t:  ..;t  *hr 
towns  and  villages  in  his  landingatea.  Yet. 
strangely,  none  of  the  monev,  not  one 
bur!;.',  was  ever  found,  ant!  tun  mote 
Mt.tngr,  every  year,  on  the  anniversary  of 
his  escape,  the  towns  and  villages  in  that 
area  throw  a "D.B.  Cooper  Celebration"  to 
honor  him  for,  well,  for  something:  They 
appreciate  him,  though  one  can  only 
speculate  as  to  w hy,  and  there  seems  to  be  a 
genuine  hope  that  the  feds  never  ran  h hint, 
wheievcr  he  may  be. 

And  tottlv!  that  “whereser"  lx*,  or  luivc 
been,  Cambridge?  Ascortlie.g  to  a most 
reliable  source  of  mine,  a D.H.  Camper  lived 
near  Cfiin.il  Srptare  during  the  winter 
1110111)1%  ol  l!)7M.  His  name  was  ileaily 
displayed  on  a mailbox  and 
i'<»res|xmdctitc  u>  anti  (turn  him  was 
n-rtdailv d-livctcd.  Was  ih.-sa***  rs  n. 


toitespoitdo!  vs  lib  iii.inv  well-known 
public  nlfitials.  including  Ail  Inn  F. 
/linns,  lot  1 tier  .bail man  ol  the  Federal 
Reset ve  Bo.ml.  /!«»/»  /Icig/nil*/.  Setiel.uy  ol 
Agtiv  ttlittte.  /Ir»i|«*»iit«  t.  Ihtilnr. 
Postmaster  Gtiw  Ml  ol  the  l'nile.1  Staicw. 
our  own  Mel  Than isoti  ol  New 
Hampshire,  and  a Hr.  UeA  Melrmrirh, 
(bairtnait  of  the  Boat  cl  ol  Itustees  ol  the 
Sotuhetn  Alt  it  a Fieedom  Foundation. 
Appatenily.  (iiciJKl  wtote  to  Metiowiill 
asking  almut getting  out ol  ihccdtiuity  and 
escaping  to  South  Afrit  a.  Mis  initial 
contact,  however,  had  been  with  Thomson, 
who  had  directed  him  to  Metrosvieh.  Was 
Thomson  collaborating  with  hijacker 
Cooper  to helphitit  get  tmtol  tlieuumtry? 
Or  was  Thomson  unaw.iie  that  a hijacker 
seven  years  eather  had  Urn  named  D.B. 
Cooper?  Whatever  the  answer,  did 
Thomson,  or  any  of  tin-  others  rejxtrt  this 
correspondence  to  the  FBI  as  any  good  law- 
abiding  American  should?  A chetk  with 
both  the  Bureau  and  ollites  t>l  these 
gentlemen  reveals  they  did  not. 

Where  are  you  now.  .linn  Lupin  The 
i Chdtc  Spotlight  Team?  Mark  Zmigcr? 

! /Vt«*r  Luca*  All  the  other  great 
! investigative  minds  of  Boston  journal i>m? 

: Was  D.B.  Cooper,  the  hijarkrr-ihai-got- 
away,  rigiit  hnr  in  the  Boston  atea  tor  a 
>1  jt  or  mote?  Is  lie  now  in  South  Altita* 

! flow  tan  the  FBI  take  so  tmteft  tirdit  lot 
finding  "bits  ol  twenty  dollar  bills."  a»  they 
did  this  month,  vvhtn  CoojK-r  mav  not  ev  en 
U in  therounny  am  longei?  Afiet  .ill.  it  s 
' hni  nine  seats,  and  those  bits  this  found 
>11  the  Calilotttia  mud  are  tlte most  they've 
' got  to  show  lor  the  seats  and  talent  ptuip  '1 
11:1. . ibis  unending  tu.itihuiit. 

It  would  mu. 1 ran  thin  d Ai-hr 
//■••!»....  V'-mts  J-  truly  .email,  at  !:.tia. 

just  'tb'ir  Abbn  Hoifiiats  No  on- w .n.d 
is..  s„s,,e,.  lb. il  a insulin-  would  k - p b s 
. tine  n un.  I hi*  ..bv.umls  has  I* -11  she 
| case  with  l>  IV  l.o  .p-i  O 
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KJZ.  S 

or  or  ' 

COLUMBIA  RlVER  WHERE  HE  BELIEVES  THE  STILU-MXSSIne 

MIS  *200,  000  RANSOM.  uiTH  FOUR  BROTHERS 

Richard  Tosah  also  has  entered  into  *n  *®"**m^_W*™which  part  of' 

MHO  OWN  FARM  LAND  WEST  OF  PORTLAND  TO  EEftRE  THANKSGIVING  EVE  1971 

THE  *200,000  RANSOM  RAID  BY  NORTHWEST  AIRLINES 

WASflND8-YEAR-OLD  BOY  PICNICKING  WITH  HIS  FAMILY  ON  A q"  ™|g0 

Fazio  BrdI  property  found  rotting  rackets  containing  *5,800  in  *20 

BILLS,  THE  ONLY  MONEY  RECOVERED  FROM  THE  SKYJACKING. 

tSsah,  a Ceres*  Cauip.t  rroERTE  or 

PARACHUTES  HE  DEMANDED.-  TME 

Cooper  hijacked  the  plane  after  it  le  stay  in  the  cockpit 

■ \2z,"l.TZ.ir  “ 

™EN-r™  IS  THAT  THE  PARACHUTE  HOULE  EE  EASIEST  TO  PINE  EECAUSE 
IT'S  28  FEET  ACROSS  AND  HITH  HYLON  CORES  AND  A CAHUAS;  HARHESS.  TOS 

Sf"Hi  riSURES  THE  HOHEY  ROUND  HAS  CHURHEE  UR  »Y  AH  fiRHY  CORAS  OR 

-;s;'-r.r™-=;r^urs  ™.~ 

=,s=rssTL="^rjrjrs ,« 

APTER  BUHPIH®  THE  CHUTE  AHE  THE  HEAVY  HONEY  SA®  IN  THE  HATER. 
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<MftSH.  » CALIF. > '*■*"• 

BV-'PORTLflNDfRD«E.**  -<UPI>  - ft  tittered  piece  of  cloth-covered  nylon*  ft 

FXECE  DF  RDPE  AND  ft  BONE  SCOOPED  FROM  THE  COLUMBIA  River  MAY  PROVIDE 
CLUES  TO  THE  WHEREABOUTS  OF  SKYJACKER  D.B.  COOPER.  _ _V: 

Blake  Payne  of  Florence*  Ore.*  mailed  the  items  to  ex-FBI  agent^ 
Richard  Tosaw*  a Ceres*  Calif.*  lawyer  writxng  a book  about  Cooper  s 

MYSTERIOUS  DISAPPEARANCE  AFTER  HE  PULLED  OFF  THE  WORLD'S  FIRST  AERIAL 
HIJACK  FOR  RANSOM  11  YEARS  AGO. 

“fts  LONG  AS  XT'S  RELATED  TO  THAT  JUMP*  I'LL  FEEL  HE  VE  HIT 
PAYDIRT*"  TOSAW  SAID  FRIDAY. 

Most  authorities  decided  long  ago  the  man  named  on  passenger  lists 
as  Ban  Cooper  probably  has  killed  when  he  parachuted  out  of  a Northwest 
Airlines  Bdexng  727  over  southwest  Washington  on  a rainy  Thanksgiving 
EVE  IN  1971  HXTH  $200*000  IN  RANSOM  STRAPPED  TO  HIS  WAIST. 

The  only  concrete  clues’ to  Cooper's  fate  so  far  have  been  some 

TATTERED  BILLS  FROM  THE  RANSOM  MONEY  DUG  UP  ALONG  THE  SHORE  OF  THE 

Columbia  in  February  1980. 

Payne*  skipper  of  the  fishing  boat  "Magnum*"  was  hired  by  Tosaw 
last  month  to  dredge  the  bottom  of  the  Columbia  between  Portland  and 
Vancouver*  Wash.*  in  the  plane's  flight  path. 

“He's  been  raking  the  river  with  a 12-foot  rake  _ he  calls  it  a 
'Cooper  Snooper'  - from  the  stern  of  his  boat*"  Tosaw  said  in  a phone 
interview. 

"He  GOES  BACK  AND  FORTH  RIGHT  WHERE  THE  AIRPLANE  FLEW  OVER  THAT 
NIGHT*  AT  THE  TIP  OF  HAYDEN  ISLAND  IN  THE  COLUMBIA. 

Payne  ’found  the  nylon*  cord  and  bdne  Thursday.  He  said  he  will 

LEAVE  THE  SIGNIFICANCE  OF  HIS  FIND  TO  THE  EXPERTS. 

"It's  something*  anyway*"  he  said.  "It's  definitely  canvas*  and 

THAT  NYLON  CORD  IS  THE  TYPE  COOPER  HAD.  It'S  BEEN  11  YEARS*  AND  THIS 
STUFF  LOOKED  LIKE  IT  HAD  BEEN  THERE  THAT  LONG. “ 

“We're  interested  xn  examining  it  to  see  if  there's  any  indication 
it's  part  of  Cooper's  gear* ’*  Tosaw  said.  He  said  he  will  ask  Eafjl 
Cossey  OF  Seattle*  who  packed  the  parachutes  used  by  Cooper*  to  help 

DETERMINE  ITS  VALXDXTY . 

"The  bone  probably  has  no  connection  at  all*"  Tosaw  said.  He  said 
XT  is  not  possible  to  confirm  the  identity  of  a bone*  and  he  was  not 

EVEN  SURE  IF  IT  WAS  HUMAN. 

Whether  or  not  the  clues  prove  to  have  merit*  Tosaw  said  he  will 
keep  up  the  search*  which  already  has  cost  HIM  $10*000.  ft  MAJOR  FIND 

COULDN'T  HURT  SALES  OF  TOSAW'S  BOOK*  WHICH  he  PLANS  TO  PUBLISH  IN  TWO 
MONTHS*  CALLED  "D.B.  .COOPER I DEAD  OR  fiUVE?" 

ft  Northwest  legend  has  grown  around  Cooper*  who  pulled  off  the 
nation's  only  unsolved  hijacking*  triggering  heightened  security 

PROCEDURES  AT  AIRPORTS  THROUGHOUT  THE  COUNTRY. 

Songs  have  been  written  and  T-shirts  printed*  while  residents  of 
Ariel*  Wash.*  in  the  area  where  Cooper  jumped*  hold  an  annual  party  and 
invite  Cooper  to  attend.  He  has  yet  to  do  so. 
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PICTURE 

PORTLAND*  Ore.  <UPI>  _ ft  charter  boat  captain  engaged  in  ft  SEftRCH 
of  the  Columbia  River  for  legendary  skyjacker  D.B.  Cooper*  Monday 

REPORTED  FINDING  A PIECE  OF  OLIVE-DRAB  FABRIC  THAT  COULD  BE  FART  OF  A 
FARACHUTE. 

"I'VE  SEEN  A CQUFLE  OF  CHUTES  BEFORE  _ THIS  LOOKS  LIKE  ONE.  IT'S 
GOT  SILK  IN  IT*  JUST  LIKE  ft  CHUTE  HAS*"  SAID  THE  BOAT  CAPTAIN*  BLAKE 

Payne*  hho  is  employed  by  Richard  Tqsaw*  a Ceres*  Calif.*  attorney  hho 

FLANS  TO  WRITE  A BOOK  ABOUT  THE  SKYJACKING  MYSTERY. 

Last  week*  Payne  mailed  to  Tdsaw  a piece  of  nylon  cord*  a tattered 

PIECE  OF  FABRIf  AND  A BONE  HE  DREDGED  FROM  THE  RIVER  BOTTOM  WITH  A HEAVY 
METAL  RAKE.  I 

The  two  men  surmised  the  fabric  found  last  week  might  be  fart  of  a 

MONEY  BAG  STUFFED  WITH  8200*  000  THAT  THE  SKYJACKER  STRAPPED  TO  HIS  WAIST 

on  a rainy  Thanksgiving  Eve  1971  as  he  jumped  from  a Northwest  Airlines 
Boeing  727  over  southwest  Washington. 

The  cord*  Payne  said*  might  have  come  from  one  of  four  parachutes 

DEMANDED  BY  COOPER.  THE  CLOTH  REPORTED  MONDAY  MAY  ALSO  BE  FROM  ONE  OF 
THE  PARACHUTES  THE  SKYJACKER  HAD*  HE  SAID. 

FBI  AGENTS*  HOWEVER*  DISCOUNTED  ANY  LINK  BETWEEN  THE  MATERIAL  AND 

Cooper. 

"This  item*  if  it's  the  olive-drab  color  you  describe*  has  nothing 
to  DO  WITH  Cooper*"  I'orwin  Schreuder  of  the  FBI's  Portland  office  said 

AFTER  HE  AND  OTHER  AGENTS  VIEWED  BLACK-AND-WHITE  PHOTOS  OF  THE  DARK 
PIECE  OF  FABRIC. 

Payne  found  the  item  Saturday  while  dredging  the  river  between 
Oregon  and  Washington.  He  was  back  in  his  Florence*  Ore.*  home  awaiting 
further  instructions  from  Tdsaw*  a former  FBI  agent  who  is  funding  the 

RIVER  SEftRCH.  . 1 

Schreuder  said  one  of  the  four  parachutes  provided  to  Cooper  along 
WITH  $200*000  RANSOM  BEFORE  HE  JUMPED  FROM  A NORTHWEST  AIRLINES  BOEING 
727  on  a rainy  Thanksgiving  Eve  in  1971  was  of  a similar  nature  but  had 

BEEN  LEFT  BEHIND  ON  THE  PLANE  AND  "WAS  NOT  ONE  THAT  HE  TOOK  WITH 
HIM." 

Schreuder  said  he  could  not  discuss  unreleased  details  about  the 

CASE  IN  ORDER  TO  PROTECT  THE  11-YEAR-OLD  INVESTIGATION.  HOWEVER*  AFTER 
VIEWING  PHOTOS  OF  THE  MATERIALS  FOUND  BY  PftYNE*  HE  SAID  "THEY  DDN'T 
APPEAR  TO  BE  AMONG  THE  ITEMS*’  PROVIDED  TO  COOPER. 


0-20  (Rev.  9-5-79) 


•:/ 


, H02S 
C*A 

JLCMfiH- 

*1ffll£0UVER) 


NOSH.  (RIO  — RS  HORDES  OF  REPORTERS  RND 


LOOKED  ON)  SCIENTISTS  RND  FBI  ROENtSTIFTED  THROUGH  SRNB  ALONG  Tl 
, COLUMBIA  RIVER)  SEARCHING  FOR  HORE  OF  THE  LOOT  THAT  HAD  BEEN. HISSING 
SINCE  SKY  PIRATE  D.B.  COOPER  PARACHUTED  FROH  A PLANE  NINE  YEARS  AGO. 

AGENTS  TRENCHING  THE  RIOERBRHK  HEDNESDAY  FOUND  A' FEN  HORE  SCRAPS 
OF  THE  $200>000  RANSOH  BUT  NO  SIGN  OF  THE  FIRST  HAN  TO  HIJACK  AN 
AIRLINER  FOR  HONEY.  ^ 

AND  THE  FBI  AGENT  HHO  LED  THE  INVESTIGATION  SINCE  THE  1971  HIJACK 
SAYS  THE  DISCOVERY  TENDS  TO  CONFIRH  HIS  SPECULATION  THAT  COOPER)  NHO 
HAS  BECOME  SOHETHING  OF  A FOLK  HERO)  DIED  THE  NIGHT  HE  PARACHUTED 
INTO  A STORH  SOHENHERE  OVER  SDUTHNESTERN  NRSHINGTON.  ' 

SOGGY  AND  BATTERED  FRAGHENTS  OF  SEVERAL  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  IN  $20 
BILLS  HERE  DISCOVERED  SUNDAY  BY  AN  8-YEAR-OLD  BOY  DURING  A FAHILY 
PICNIC.  SERIAL  NUHBERS  CONFIRHED  THEY  HERE  PART  OF  THE  RANSOH. 

FBI  AGENT  PAUL  HUDSON  SAID  HE  RULED  OUT  THE  POSSIBILITY  THAT  THE 

HONEY  HAS  BURIED  ALONG  THE  RIVER  NEAR  VANCOUVER.  * 

_1LH0HEVER  THEY  GOT  THERE)  THEY  HUST  HAVE  BEEN  DEPOSITED  NITHIN  8 
COUPLE  OF  YEARS  AFTER  THE  HIJACKING)’?  SAID  AGENT  RALPH  HIHHELSlACH) 
DUE  TO  RETIRE  IN  THO  NEEKS  AFTER  HEADING  THE  COOPER  INVESTIGATION 
SINCE  THE  HIJACK.  ’’RUBBER  BANDS  DETERIORATE  RAPIDLY  AND  COULD  NOT 
HAVE  HELD  THE  BUNDLES  TOGETHER  VERY  LONG.”  r 

THE  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS  IDENTIFIED  B" LAYER  OF  SAND  AS  HAVING  BEEN 
DEPOSITED  HHEti  THE  40-FOOT  SHIP  CHANNEL  HAS  DREDGED  IN  AUGUST  1974. 
AGENTS  SPECULATED  COOPER’S  BODY  MOULD  HAVE  CLOGGED  THE  DRED6E  IF  IT 
HAD  BEEN  IN  THE  CHANNEL  THEN)  BUT  A SACHEL  COULD  HAVE  GONE  THROUGH. 

- AGENTS  ALSO  SPECULATED  THE. BILLS  COULD  HAVE  HASHED  INTO  THE • • . 

' COLUMBIA  FROH  A TRIBUTARY. IN  THE  AREA  NEAR  LACENTER)  HASH.)  IJTO 
; HHICH  COOPER  APPARENTLY  PARACHUTED.  /(£• 

OFFICIALS  ROPED  OFF  THE  RIVERBANK  TO  KEEP,! 

; SEEKERS  FROH  THE  AREA  AS  THEY  BUG  FOR  HORE 
■ SPECTATORS  ALLOHED  IN  HEDNESDAY  HERE  REPORT 

’ DAIRY  CON?.  . , 

| ”1’LL  ADMIT  TO  A CERTAIN  SENSE  OF  SRTISFACTI 

‘ HIHHELSBAOH.  ^’THE  CASE  ISN’  T SOLVED)  BUT  THlS  lS  CERTAINLY  A HAJOR 
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THE 'FBlV  OF  COURSE j MILL-  CONTINUE  TO  PURSUE  COOPER  BUT. 
HIHHELSBBCH i " 54 iJi S '/TURNING  IN  HIS  CREDENTIRlS  SEVEN  MONTHS  EBRLVi s 
’USING  BCCUHULRTED'  SICK  LEAVE  TO  GET  FRVORRBLE  RETIRE«ENT  8ENEFITS. 
•IF  I HRD  NV CHOICE)  I’D  STBY  0N»*  HE  SRIO.  "I’M  IN  TOP  PHYSICAL 
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UfiNCOUUERs  NASH.  (fiP)  — THE  C-RUffBLI N6  REHflIHS  >F  $20 
UNEfiPTHEB  BY  ft  i'ftNCOUl'ER  FftHlCTttTRE  THRN  TWO  WEEKS MQ 
ABOUT  $5»8Q0  OF  THE  $200».000  TAKEN. BY  SKYJACKER  B.B/TOQPER  IN  t?7U * 
THE  FBT  SftYS«  ' • 1 . • • ~3\  . ■ 

RAY  HATHIS.  SENIOR  RGENT  FROM  THE  .BUREAU'S  SEATTLE  OFFICE.  SAIB:;| 
NEDNESDRY  THAT  OFFICIALS  COUNTED  THE  DECRYING  GREENBACKS. DURING 
LABORATORY  TESTS  IN  WASHINGTON.  D.C..  , 

. OTIS  CON  OF  THE  BUREAU’S  NRSHIHGTOH.- D.C..  OFFICE  CONFIRRED  THRJ.^ 
THE  COUNT  HAS  HRDE.  BUT  SRID  LITTLE  ELSE  HRS  BEEN  PEOERLEB  ABOUT _^Fl 
HONEY.  LRB  TECHNICIANS  CONTINUE  TO  STUDY  THE  LOOT.  PARTICULARLY  FOfei 
EVIDENCE  OF  WHERE  IT  WIGHT.  HAVE  BEEN  BEFORE  IT  HASHED  UP  ON  THE.BRNra 
OF  THE  COLUMBIA  RIVER.  OTIS  feRID.  1!J*W 

THOUGH  LUMPY  NADS  OF  THE  HONEY  HERE  FOUND. BURIED  BENERTH  A SHAL10| 
COVER  OF  SRND.  COOPER.  AHERICR’S  FIRST  SKYJACKER-FOR-HONEY.  HAS  NEVER 
BEEN  LOCATED.  AUTHORITIES  TEND  TO  BELIEVE  HE  IS  DEAD.  BUT  ACftNOWLEJIGfi 

SSON’T  KNOW  FOR  SURE.  ' 

•0228  1423EDT  . r /f  „ ' < ’ 1 : , . J 1 * *•**.—•  rW’L, 
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PORTLAND*  ORE.  <UP*I>  - THE  FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION  CALLED  f 
HEMS  CONFERENCES  IN  PORTLAND'  AND  SEATTLE  TODfJV  TO  ANNOUNCE  B A MAJOR  r 
' DEVELOPMENT*  IN  THE  ^iftoiLEES.  AIRLINE  HIJACKING.  7 ■■V’- ■'  ■ ’ 

•*  THE  NEWS  CONFERENCES  MERE  CALLED  FOR  6 P.M.  ESI.  ; -f 

NEITHER  COOPER#  MHO  PARACHUTED  FROM  A NORTHWEST  AIRLINES  JET  OVER  V 

THE  NORTHWEST  ON  THANKSGIVING  EVE  1971,  NOR  ANV  OF  THE  $2007000  IN  4 

- $2-0  BILLS  HE  COLLECTED  EVER  HAS  BEEN  FOUND.-  , ' ‘ 

; FBI  SPOKESMAN  BILL  MILLIONS  REFUSED  TO.  DIVULGE  MHAT  THE  / L 

‘ ANNOUNCEMENT  MOULD  BE  BUT  INDICATED  IT  DEVELOPED  THIS  MORNING  AND  "ME  f 

- FIRST  THOUGHT  IT  MAS  A HOAX. * - **•  V'.-  ' 1 A 

THE  FBI  HAS  SAID  SINCE  SHORTLY  AFTER  THE  HIJACKING  IT  BELIEVED  % 

; THAT  COOPER  - MHOSE  REAL  NAME  MAS  NEVER  LEARNED  - .JUMPED  FROM  THE  - f 
REAR  OF  A BOEING' 727  OVER  SOUTHWEST  WASHINGTON  AND  PROBABLY  MAS  f 

KILLED  WHEN  HE  LANDED.  ' - [jj  C/^Xt  ~ — *.  flj 

T ' « COOPER  BOARDED  A NORTHWEST  FLIGHT  IN  PORT iMr  ' NAME, DAN,  * 

COOPER. -’BEFORE  THE  PLANE  REACHED  SEATTLE »■  COO^RaIHREATSSED  TO  ' ; : - % 

'EXPLODE  A /BOMB8  IN. HIS  BRIEF  CASE  IF  HE  MERE  NOT  GIVEN  THE  MONEY  AND  M 
FOUR  PARACHUTES  AND  FLQMN  TO  RENO#  NEV.-'  • i *£&?.  • - W 

I THE  OTHER  PASSENGERS  MERE  ALIGNED: TO  LEAVE  THE  PL  ANE1 -AT 1 SEATTLE!  M 

*■  AND  COOPER  MAS  GIVEN  THE  feONEV  AND  THE  PARACHUTES.  AFTER  THE-PLANE^  I 
. LEFT  SEATTLE  HE  ORDERED  ALL  THE  CREM  MEMBERS  INTO  THE  FLIGHT  DECK;  f 

• ; WHEN  THE  PLANE  ARRIVED  AT  RENO  COOPER  AND  THE  MONEY  MERE  GONE.-  4 

THE  FLIGHT  RECORDER  AND  CREM'.  TESTIMONY-  INDICATED  COOPER  HAD  'JUMPED  4 

Hear  the  little  tomn  of  Ariel  about  so  miles  north  of- Portland*  'B  : # 

DENSELY  -.HOODED  AREA  IN  -THE  FOOTHILLS  OF  . THE  CASCADE  MOUNTAINS^!!  4 
>r-  . DESPITE  - INTENSIVE'  SEARCHES  OF-  THE  AREA#  THE  ONL^-  ITEM  CONNECTED  : W 
\ WITH  THE  HI  JACKING  EVER  FOUND-'  MAS  A REAR  DOOR  FROM  [THE  727.  r"  rV  ;. 

- OPI  02-12. 04:52  PES  *;/  zCr^/4:^  M mtiSSS* 
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BB  COOPER  --- - - ...... 

VANCOUVER,  HASH.  <RP)  ~ JHOERRCH  ALONG  A COLUHBIA  RIVER  JEACH  - 
FOR  MORE  HONEY  FROH  THE  D.B^tOQPER  HIJACKING  EIGHT  YEARS  fiGO 
PROBRBLY  WILL  BE  SUSPENDED  AFTER  FRIDAY*  FBI  OFFICIALS  SAID  THURSDAY. 

HERNHHILE*  A GEOLOGIST  CONCLUDED  THAT  SEVERAL  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  ' 

FOUND  SUNDRY  BY  AN  8-YEAR-OLD  BOY  ON  A FAMILY  PICNIC  NAS  DEPOSITED  ON 
THE  BEACH  IN  THE  PAST  YEAR  OR  THO.  v . : 

FBI  AGENTS  CONTINUED  TO  DIG  FOR  MORE  OF  THE  $200*000  THAT  COOPER 
TOOK  WITH  HIH  WHEN  HE  BAILED  OUT  OF  A PLANE  ON  THANKSGIVING  EVE  IN  ' 

1971.  • 

THE  SEARCH  BEGAN  TUESDRY  ALONG  THE  RIVER’S  NORTH  SHORE*  ABOUT 
THREE  HILES  SOUTHNEST  OF  DOHNTONN  VANCOUVER.  ADDITIONAL  SCRAPS  OFv^: 
HONEY  HERE  FOUND  ON  NEDNESDAY.  • 

II  HAN  NHOSE  PASSENGER  LIST  HAS  SIGNED  ”DAN  COOPER”  LEFT  A .U-  - 
NORTHHEST  AIRLINES  PLANE  THAT  HAS  BOUND  FOR  RENO  FROH  SEATTLE  AFTER 
HE  DISPLAYED  HHAT  RPPERRED  TO  BE  A BO>IB  AND  OBTAINED  A PACKAGE  OF  $20 
BILLS  AND  THREE  PARACHUTES.  - , • \ 

FBI  AGENTS  BELIEVED  HE  LEFT  THE  PLANE*  DURING  A STORK*  ABOUT  20 
; HILES  NORTHEAST  OF  HHERE.  THE  CRUMBLED  AND  HEATHERED  BILLS  NERE  FOUND. I 
U IT  IS  THE  NATION’S  ONLY  UNSOLVED  HIJACKING.  - ‘ 

” HE’LL  HORK  TODAY  AND  TOHORROH  AND  PROBABLY  KNOCK- IT  OFF  AND  ^ 

BRING  HY  TROOPS  BACK  UP  HERE  AND  REASSESS  THE  SITUATION,  ” SAID. JACK 
PRINGLE,  ASSISTANT  AGENT  IN  CHARGE  OF  THE  SEATTLE  OFFICE  NHICH  TOOK  : 
’OVER  THE  SEARCH  OPERATIONS."  ‘ 'V 

<:  ”SOHE  OF  THE  AREA  IS  INACCESSIBLE  AND  THERE’S  NO  HRY  HE  CAN 
SEARCH  THE  WHOLE  RIVER*”  PRINGLE  GRID.  < K J.  -V  -W4? ' 

HE  SAID  GEOLOGIST  LEONARD  PALHER  OF  PORTLAND  STATE  UNIVERSITYS^; 

' CONCLUDED  THAT  THE  DREDGING  OPERATION  IN  1974  DID  NOT  PUT  THE; HONEY  v 
ONTO  THE  BEACH*  BECAUSE  THE  BILLS  HERE  FOUND  ABOVE  CLAY  DEPOSITS  PUT. 

ON  THE  BANKS  BY  THE  DREDGE. J:/ ‘ v 
RP-HX-0214  , 


-AP-HX-0214  1558EST;{ 
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^ 'iDO  58  RUG  21  ^ il  Public  AHs.  OH 

Kir  Telephone  Rm. . 

BB  COOPER  - 11  —r  i 4’  Director’ sS^iy 

; : OANCOUUER,  HASH.  <RP)  — THE  FEjUMBY  CBLLEP  OFF  THE  SFBCCH  fli  mm' 

! B COyiHBIR  RIDER  BEACH  FOR.  HORE  OF  THE  $200>  000  HISSING  FROM  THE  1971 
D.B.UOOPER^HIJRCKIHG.  1 ;;\A:  - ••  ' ^ 

1 ".  ’’NOT  R THING”  HRS  FOUND  THURSDAY  AS  AGENTS  FINISHED  SIFTING  THE;  Z 
SRNDS  ON  THE  NORTHERN  BANK  OF  THE  RIDER,  SRIB  JACK  PRINGLE,  ' ASSISTANT*'' ' 
RGENT  IN  CHARGE  OF  THE  SEATTLE  OFFICE. 

’’THEY  REALLY  HRUE  NO  FURTHER  PLACES  TO  SEARCH”  THE  BERCH,  ' 
PRINGLE  SRIB.  IN  ADDITION,  HE  NOTED  THE  AREA  HRS  COHERED  BY  A FRESH 
SNflHFRLL. ■ 'A 

HE  SAID  ANY  DECISION  OH  EXTENDING  OR  HOMING  THE  SEARCH  TO  OTHER  '• 
j AREAS  NOULD  NOT  BE  HRDE  UNTIL  EARLY  NEXT  HEEK.  -^-r^.  ^'^Ats^fesS 
KEN  HOORE,  THE  SEATTLE  RGENT  IN  CHRRGE  OF  THE  DIGGING,  SAID  THE  A'  ' 
HONEY  PROBABLY  HRS  NRSHED  DOHNSTREAH  INTO  THE  COLUHBIA,  HOST  LIKELY 
, FROH  THE  HRSHOUGRL  RIDER  OR  FROH  ONE  OF  SEDERRL  SHRLLER  STREAMS  J#.*:-:* 
. THE  AREA  IN  WHICH  COOPER  PROBABLY  LRHBED.  J.  :v 

’’.TOURISTS  NHO  HANT  TO  LOOK  FOR  HORE  COOPER'  HONEY  PROBABLY  SHOULD  3 
LOOK.  ON  THE  NRSHOUGRL  RIDERvi”JU)ORE  SAID.  ■ — I 

THE  FBI  SAID  A GEOLOGIST  HAD  CONCLUDED  THAT  SEDERRL  'THOUSAND:  '.' -‘-Si 
DOLLARS  FOUND  SUNDRY  BY  R YOUNG  BOY  HRD  SEEN  DEPOSITED  ON  THE  s , 

COLUHBIA  RIDER  BEACH  RFTER  1974.  " . -r  - mv  ^ 1j 
THE  SEARCH  BEGAN  TUESDAY  THREE  HILEB  SOUTHWEST  OF  UHNCOUDER  AFTER 
A COMPARISON  OF  SERIAL  NUMBERS  CONFIRMED  THE  BOY’S  FIND  MFtS  PART  0F>T~  < 1 

* THE  COOPER  RANSOM.  HDDITIOHRL  SCRAPS  OF.  HONEY  NERE  FOUND  ON' WEDNESDAY. - 
S'"  HO  TRACE- OF  COOPER,  THE  FIRST  PERSON  TO  HIJACK  AN  AIRLINER  FOR 

HONEY,  HAS  BEEN  FOUND.  ->  ; • r-..  , v. . • * 

* FBI  AGENTS  HAD  BEUEDED  HE  PARACHUTED  FROH  THE  PLANE"  ABOUT" 20AA. 

„ MILES  NORTHEAST  OF  NHERE  THE  CRUMBLED  AND  HEATHEREB  BILLS  HERE  FOlllil.  " 
j ' HONEDER,  HOORE  SAID  IT  HAS  UNLIKELY  THAT  THE  BILLS  HAD  HASHED  BONN 
; THE  LEWIS  RIDER  AND  THEN  BEEN  PUSHED  UP  THE  COLUMBIA  BY.  TIDAL  ACTION 
j //f ’’THERETO: NDTHINOIfFALllGLE  ABOUT;JUR.^RiGINAL;isrfMBT£;idf:HH 
f:  HE  LftWDED»,LPiifJlIWGL€^.BI|)^f^l*fEtBUSE?jD^?')ffTjRoii6^Wifip  ^RREiTilS^N  ~ “ 
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H Eight  Years  Then  Irony 

T Rijlph  Himmelsbach  is  reluctantly  retiring 
flroift  thelffil  without  having  closed  the  case  on 
^thejskyjader  called  DJLXoopet Himmelslach, 
based  in  Portland,  Ure.,  pursued  more  than  a 
'thousand  potential  suspects  and  thousands  of 
leads  thaPtook  him  nowhere  in  the  eighryears 
'since  a mafa  who  identified  himself  as  Dan  Coo- 
per comrnflhdeered  a Northwest  Airlines  jetliner' 
‘and  demanded  and  received  $200,000  and  four 
parachute* •'Said  Himmelsbach:  "We  don’t  know 
; who  he  was,- but  wa  do  know  a lot  of  people  who 
he  wasnVSMimlnelsbach  dismisses  the  idea  that 
“he's  been  6hu  kind  of  obsessed  manhunt  like  In- 
spector Jayert  in  Victor  Hugo’s  “Les  Miserables,” 
but  he  admits  that  the  case  has  seldom  strayed 
from  his  naod  over  the  last  eight  years.  The  dis- 
covery of  some  of  the  ransom  money  last  week 
leads  Himmelsbach  “to  assume  more  and  more 
£ . Jihe  possibility  that  (Cooper)  didn’t  make  ft" 
r*“It»  ironic,-4en’t  it?"  Himmelsbach  asked,  tfiat 
<“the  first  anil  only  concrete  bit  of  information 
.comes  only  17  days  befqre  I retire."  - , 
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Completes  ‘Cooper*  BjUj 


trie  journal  in  tfusTditioa 
reproduces  €ie  last  of  the 
official  FBI  list  of  serial 
numbers  of  $20  bills  that  dis- 
appeared with  She  hijacker 
known  as  D.B.  or  Dan  Coop- 
«r'vhen  he  parachuted  from 
a Northwest  Orient  Airlines 
jet  Thanksgiving  Eve,  1971, 
between  Seattle  and  Reno. 

He  extorted  $200,000  from 
the  airiine  that  night  as  ran- 
som  for  the  release  of  the 
passengers  and  some  of  the 
crew  of  the  jet  he  originally 
mjacked  just  after  it  left 
Portland  for  Seattle. 

To  date,  neither  Cooper 
nor  the  mcney  has  shown  up. . 

, The  Journal  last  Nov.  22 
offered  to  pay  $1,000  for  the 
first  of  the  missing  $20  bills 
to  be  turned  in  to  the  news- 
paper or  to  any  FBI  office  in 
(he  nation.  The  offer  trig- 
gered  requests  from  ait  parts 
of  the  country,  by  telephone 
and  letter,  for  copies  of  the 
list  of  serial  numbers  that 

I the  newspaper  has  been  pub-/ 
lishing  in  installments.  I 
In  checking  bills  in  their  |‘ 
possession,  many  people! 
have  come  close  to  matching 
them  with  the  serial  num- 
bars  of  the  missing  currency, 
but  so  far  none  of  the  money 
Cooper  took  has  been  re- 
covered. - • • ' 

Many  readers  have  pre- 
pared their  own  booklets 
from  the  newspaper  listings 
and  with  this  edition  those 
readers  will  have  complete 
copies  of  the  official  docu- 
ment prepared  by  the  FBI 
and  heretofore  distributed 
mainly  to  financial  institu- 
tions. 

Persons  who  are  missing 
key  editions  of  The  Journal 
may  order  them  from  the 
Circulation  Department  by 
telephoning  221-8240  or  writ- . 
ing  to  The  Journal,  1320  SW 
Broadway,  Portland.  Ore. 
97201.  For  people  who  are 
outside  of  the  normal  circu- 
lation area  of  the  newspaper,  ' 
check  with  the  nearest  FBI 
office  for  permission  to  in-,, 
spect  a copy  of  the  list  there.  ; 
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2 ^'lyltOLLA  J.  CRICK 

3 Journal  Staff  Writer.: 

4 >‘  “The  Journal  will  pay  $1,000 

5 -tor  the  first  $20  bill  turned  in 

6 to  the  newspaper  upon  verifi- 

7 f cation  by  the  Federal  Bu- 
reau of  Investigation  that  the 

a Mtt  rJt  thft* 


1 ; “D.B.  Cooper  skyjack"  of 

2 Nov.  24,  1971. 

3 ‘ The  offer  is  made  with  the 

4 concurrence  of  the  FBI  that 
^ obtaining  any  of  the  missing 
->  s money  would  be  a substan- 

kial  Aid  to  the  two-year  long* 
{investigation  of  the  nation's! 
8 'most  celebrated  airline  hi- 


j-To  assist  in  the  search  forj 
the  money.  The  Journal  is  I 
publishing  on/ page  31  the! 
serial  numbers  of  some  ofl 
the  missing  twenties  and  will' 
publish  more  of  the  list  on- 
succeeding  days.  Serial  num- 
bers of  the  bills  that  were 
delivered  to  Cooper  were  re- 
corded before  the,  delivery, 
was  made.  ' - 

This  is  the  first  time  that 
the  list  of  numbers  has  been 
made  public.  Banks  and  oth- 
er financial  institutions  have 
: had  a 35-page  booklet  of  the 
numbers  since  its . prepara-. 


(Indicate  page,  nam«  of  ' ’-JiV- 
newepaper.clty  and  etate.)  . SB 
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numbers  since  its. 

tion  bv  the  FBI  shoi 
the  hijacking. 


' It  is  also  made  in  the  be; 

0 1 lief  that  if  any  of  the  money 

1 is  in  circulation,  that  fact 
j can  be  established  by  alert 
, f readers  who  check  the  serial! 


numbers  oh  520  bills  in  theirt 


_ [possession.-  » 

5 - The  man  known  as  Cooper 
g demanded  and  obtained 
, $200,000  in  $20  bills,  plus  four 
parachutes,  and  disappeared 
8 into  the  rain-spattered  night 
q somewhere  between  Seattle 

7 Uflnrv  fr-nm  Hi  a T)7  l.n 


Journal  readers  who  keepl 
each  of  the  partial  lists  pub- 
lished by  the  newspaper  will 
be  able  to  put  together  their 
own  copies  of  the.  complete 
official  list. 

The  Journal  invites  other 
news  media  to  aid  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  serial  numbers.  " 

' Northwest  Airlines,  initially , 
offered  a reward  of' 15  per 
cent  of  the  extortion  money 
recovered  up  to  a maximum 
.of  $25,000,'  but-  the  reward, 
has  been  discontinued,  the 
airline  informed  the  news  pa-' 


and  Reno  from  the  727  he 
3 had  commandeered  at  Port- 
1 land  International  Airport. 
■>  Neither  he  nor  the  money 
“ have  appeared  since,  but 

3 there.is  a^chance  that  almost 

4 anyone  by. now  may  have 

e come  into  possession  of  one 
1 ofJhe: hills.  . - ..  ^ 


The  Journal’s  $1,000  for  $20 
will  be  paid  even  if  the  first 
bill  to  be  turned  in  is  surrenr. 
dered  directly  to  the  FBI  at 
any  of  its  field  offices,  once 
it  is  established  that  the  bill 
surfaced  because  of " the 
newspaper’s  publication  of 
•the  list  of  serial  numbers.! 

“D.  B.  Cooper’’  or  “Danf 
Cooper”  is  the  name  as-' 
signed  to  the  middle-aged, ' 
dark-haired  man  who  board- 
ed NWA  flight  305  at  Port- 
land Thanksgiving  Eve,  1971,^ 


and  presented  a note  to  a f 
stewardess.  The  note  de-1 
manded  ■ money  and  para-J 
chutes  and  was  backed  up  by  I 
display  of  what  the  man  V 
claimed  was  a bomb.  After 
negotiations  on  the  ground  in  7 
Seattle  the  demand  was  met- 
and  the  plane  took  off  for.  . 
■Reno.  :• 

The  plane  reached  Reno,  ~ 

■ but  Cooper  , was  not  to  be./ 
found. 

A flight  recorder  indicated 
that  the  rear  door  of  the  727.r: 
was'-  opened'  shortly  after - 
'.takeoff  and  it  was  assumed! 
that  Cooper  had  parachuted;* 
about'  theo^-S-**  'v 
<•'  There  has  been  a wide/! 
spread  belief  that  the  hijack-  - 
cr  perished  in  the  nocturnal  > 
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be  found  hanging -In  the~r 
shrouds  of  parachutes?  ' 
caught  in  • a tree  to  the, 

. chance  that  he  and  the  mon^g: 
ey  are  at  the  bottom  of  LakeE 
Merwin  near  Cougar,  Wash;,S 
location 't-  of  anit-  intensive^, 
search  iq.1972.y-'.  * 
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